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than & hail-doeen headed for the mabe
AL,

Acnong these fas it metz, oo
v i biks blae-Heds unifiem.. A space
cotmyedore, no Tess, T cnomed e St
bag of che sromun erhe was Lieside: his,
provd nnd ragper and snger-lbdng. Bt
Teres of  some irbal sl clouded
e mants fesitres, adnl &8 Lhey ap-
prrrirhesd Trlewiny Serei. e uan’s por-
trlethinm workod closcr and closer o
rhe srfuse aidlil Goalle it beoke throuagh,

oo eouhl siEl Iaek oot e ssid,

Upia, Toomtdda't” she said: Her pam
frie Coaidod A b

Wea, won eould,” ke ozpapped.

Ehe atopped ten oo riftest Seet from
Gatremay mevenoand tormed o facs tom,
She wms prof and :-T\E"I‘rl.";rl i braevelingy
cuit of graw; bramg meve e Hhis oos-
gion. Ller oume wius Alice Heniigoay,
bt ghe 'I.I."c'"'l_-',', have 1,':-.-11'-]'-|-'|| it i dnEn-
nee to beopras W Therhes Wilsir,
pint on Bocommndore’s sl

UTantake, Tral,” aloemmdi] Aloveele, ™Wietye
hieen I|-|.-.-1-r amil Forth peer ihes arpuanent
tar s cingsde vz i bl pe Can'c f!.'l:lLl

trirgst 17

=M TosniEl” rep Tl Tad Wilaen,
T alead't ke Qer Gley ol pou sking
Py T

o abe s=dd zimwpls, 1 want o

miw cheae plaecs: o are alwavs telbng
e abesut, I want tosor oo beisre [im
ainte. I’ w0 fun listcoing o wour
dlovize, then bhavingr wou ot off for
Mice ov fowr months 'vn another jannt
while T ait 'IJ-:-m-: alonz & LW ander whers
ol aryatd whats dod l1""'

TR oee—" e pened,
Ualice,” heosaid  suddenly,
QUArCy L

A aellime of tears cone Lhen, bow
Alos Biinaler theim ek, ©TF wid ] pahed
i that s ot e T ool beoes gadil
et walt w shipmbibieass, Galoosdgh
Ao 1 L Wi s mam s Tosomo
kol 1f 1ML AR wn e Tlangled s taed

e T R

T Amianl e o he dead] ecrctain that
thes Peavsi worn wazil Lo ey e 13 pot
[ e Ape TRoa taking thiz spacofiight,”

than ke,

“nli o

T}_"JJ fobleddt dewnoat her. 'U'd really
Lk to koo 9f vouaccepted His trip

just o foroe mc inde asking fou, " D=
zald slowrly,

Wou'll pever novr,” she said with a
bright senile

e swore goder hes breath, * 7T skl
dunt Blee the adea of v Iﬂ'\-llj'rlg il
b Chstir Three i fha: ahl paal®

I Achdrew s P O gl s Wy Tl
o' pe paaloas.™

I‘:T i'.IIJ.'II

“riond. Stay feales, Buc don®™ beoai
beedle, Ble. Awdrews ix owerely o
hoss. oot g Boeer. IZ¢ has aewer a0
kel 8 cwateled pme owali, el atone
coadds oo pess at e [ ocoulda’t flink
of him as suyrthine but 2 boss.™

Rt up there—"

Mdice shook ber head, ¢
U'm g8l your girl, and 1 it o stay
that wav, |iwen though its . sivart for o
aritl o] 1:.:11.'-* i lover or teno before she
ronrmies, ' e ald Faskiored mme omar
trpes Wirmin, Mevhits, noomng, mcoermors,
ard nn omie et on fese bpes,

“Ciker,™ b st szl lenly

She - smiled dp al bim again "Tol
alue aaid sericuwsly, “dos't you sec T has
o goca-gpace t Yod've ducked earriage
Loomias wod can's @oe e poaple l3e-
ing an & comenodare’s sclare, and alzs
witly wonn thiting vl and Jeselog wic dnsaw
alone. H0owcu Wwaat to owall until osou
vl pour noar boost, Buat that wEl pet vol
statigned on somee wlawctary post, IO pei
one figkt o Baze then be sor dowiy [ov
yoars, Weell, woiEl Tt thne e goioe
o tpavel and sco chweintoracclar sights,
| wwaat to sec the Dark Colemn on
L'rocwon 1M, | wane 'f;'- rizic the Lroldon
Haontow on I’.cn:-.'rlr Mrer, 2nd ross a
peomy intn the Hottomless 1% on Pollyx
o, and  weell, | can do o these
things zn Inng az Mr, Andrews waots
ric to trave

A=

Tk, Tl qilesse 7 she cried,

She ciopcbed ol barm zod hoated her
lawe it iz shoublee He helil b, thes
put & haod vader Ler chin and Jilled hee
fages He hissed by, del teadiily. Tasl
with more of & frantic soriciog foe somie-

Feorerer a7, Ll
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thiriz J,ue.{:-ﬂl Tesi: |

i arras, ‘el 1] oted aain and the
lendel-spuesalesn foned @

"L ol [ Spacclizglic Sevcnie-
Nbbze @y Cianoway ove Wil Miss Aldice
Hendagway olease proceed o Uanway
Specyy

Heluetanily slic witldrow hesscdt fromm
Ler swerlwar's dnws zod turned to
e pateway, Ted piczed Gp Rer small
1:-:.=|:: amd followed Rer

Az rhey reached the e L amtithlsh,
TH TR, "'.Ir'- TIHTI H,"\l' ' il i.'l I 1JIE"I| HTiLY
Sk ] A e crisqly

mn,unmmaﬂéiméé,

A Cprrmoefore VEEsGn thrnod :':H.'.-':‘:].'.-
the has lrove off aledip Oee voad fo the
willhimne =il

CEAMOTAIREE WILSN catercd
e lead conuander’s odfioe and
smidenl grlisnily. The comsiander. Space
Aibdral Leocpard Fo Stone. a man of
bl [uriv-Geo and gz bfhe and s
Tard a: & ma ol that age could be,
looked cxpootane Lliz command sy e
aeringe and - Tust, but e oes al:a human
[l epaad, W hat's r.'r-'|1:|-|1'.'|;:_-' W, Al
T w1

Thirmbllewresrsmrrcn

fl‘lll[': problem of loenting eomething lost is o probicm in twe
dimcasions todar—ioven a lost airplane. FPoroa loat sivplane
e presnmcd o be dovon, Andd cven i o dimensions, a scarch
for pumcthing miecing ie a Remcndons task. covering bnoe
sreae of the carth whicrh must he combed in 8 definfie pather.

Tictier thiz cepreh 1'1»:|u|nr|¢'|_'| to thyves cimcneiang in E]HIC-
Pietore oll ddistumese oxteneded feom miales tn |i§'|11. VIATE, cinre
the mmnllent sleggrvne of ceror ond haw grent it heenmes when mm
el fur ol ista e of weverpl Tight yenes, And try 1o imasine the
cHiliculies of o search for o tiny ship Tost in spoee, Ce—icad
il liere in this grippleg dillerens sborey.

L E b of k' a¥ oY F o

AR, Mim TTerinipaay. p::-nn' st
in ri|:r_||,-' he said] . Fle sreilesd 111I'.l s his
Innleeel gt Terd Wilaon, “Foweeer, T

rresme the delivy o Justifed {_.“-l'rl-
madare, T kvl the s of e Badsl
leeri-himr s pememhizd,

Bale Ted could reply, Mo Sadvews
had wallked through the patcway o the
eradting spacepors bus Alice turned hack
i Ted aad beld up ker face, This tiue
their kizz was less frantic, bt also Jess
povsoial Lo was chaste, and heief, and
propee, IY promized for e fofore, bor
it did aet goee any part of that fonere
Wf—.!mf:-'l, [l }'«EEFI{-ﬂ HY H |"|r|1.'.-'r E:-E}'I'i'-l‘rll.

Thert Alee cone ol ol lis s il
wenin Lhriazed Lhe galeway o clinl Hilu
il b= besiiles Bicr 5ioss.

PP e

=T he Editor

“Admival.” Ted Wilson zaid, L koot
wois amaingt e uoerithan rudes oo dis-
ciss the marter of increass in vaok. but
[ wwomder if we migh'c reak thep for
wominte o1 tena”

W gl il There wark piropes s
fezalivgL ".'.-'lz_','?:"

A eotunsnlore’s "F..IJ:I.I.'}-'
LUCALES ior psarrisge” add
iz I:'L- -.I'

Stomezefuce Clomited @ e g e Teodd-
ileal zericnssly, T lenovw,” he said, Thar
thieres o tesmon, Tl We do J_J?l‘.'fl:':r N
ke ot cirnrrealires avacie s lomge as
ey 've anwesve thghe semace, Bo long s
yini ave well farl, well clithed, s welt
butged yoesell, the rimsbory . peoemient
e sUTIE G e Gake g ol wunn Pl

oqust o lat
Wiilsoa wds-
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fieeda I loeoew b is not eneugl v pooands
for & wife o top of that, Of oourse,
sowe men Zov And others meanzge to
sy well-re-do womeen

Halioe iz not owell-to-ds hat |
want oo make hoo doowith bess,”

Shat e,

“Ihen b ahoaar this ranke hoaaness?
| ersdnnn! et

Hom are

DT by “pagy T Swpeet i2 0
Filan,

Arkoeal Stons Jopked at hime doter-
oitbeddle. Y Yeon can hasico chat process
voilrzcll, Wilson, B oacting a Bt move
Jor zhe bench:s of che Servics then von
have o the pesc”

"'n.'.'h_':':, kot oo ke M Tty i

CThere's e o rank Dot onedele
flegeipy wadders o the Jeflzs Mow,
vinr'ye oeivel dlaalapat cdgdezs, aied iU
b beizt oledous Dhal whes: oedees co-
vicdi e weiLly wondl canvoiul Joleas, wOLL 2
mipethe il swiily, Bil wlhen aideed ave
pppiseel Loopour sleasare e aee g the
Bt rcnnetal aged Reloe Thesn veluctaat-
b alutip Ul iz s ol

"Farinstanea i

“For instance lsst Movrember  You
bad froor Jine tckets to the Anish post
ol the Armetrone Clazsic, bur vou 7ere
ardered an s 1'r._=.'i|11|1g H'u:_:;h- aroane] oame
throuzh the Cenrancus Sveseo, tn fast
e less than e durs anal o coure fhan
flagey, ut wanr diseetior, Fou rehene:
i ten e gl tonr feacres, e (honeh
rearledrtt zee the e af the Arn
~-=.~1'r:'-1'||:=l ARl |"hﬁn: sz 'I'-':-.:l.}' FINl wETe
arizre to Srichmas Seven, owhich as a
remvarkaaly nteresting (race as T orecall
frown e sarhe i hoes, Y o gol Soearee tirey
rrcler pha e, rariiar. riine :5:|.:,'.-. Losegrry
tv.thres Fonmrs, oty mtoocbes s mwd o B
el Tl e 2

Tel mnlde] skhowliy. T Telt it Ly

e el afrpeecinte vy caliduesde,” be
"*-'I

A

acked

T

':LJ Ladeidy, T|.'|l._'.- i, Baotl tivees
Thew alsn approcicog weLr at.d]m;- i a
Fhisk-vizehe, witiy [op that lzes Falf-
Feniar ey capive- g0 thee'd draw overtime
/73 WA e U L AL o (| s 1 o o
WEkRn thay cae sre roaniag the Spmcs

gvam oof work o plas

St Sod L |.ll.|'|:JE|: woal, fanl dor i
benell ol the spaotin. Ao paceat Secs
vol beiog wp s chdld kacesidig ooly the
pleasant eivgs of e, A belowsed fro-
iz eszendal, 1
ko it e Conbawidin fui &5 1m0 pie-
pig, Lil i &2 a le training Jof sgacc-
iz Mo that'll bee 4]l T'an pod criti-
gixipg e Wilson, Lrecall Sy siuilar
things mvvecl weacs ago. It docg drawr a
crew cloger to their commander when
he gives them consideracon. o meak-
1w work mbes theay sfhcet, and
ﬂ‘ll.-.'l.' varll sl loare 5 commander whi
e well s ey of pleseore with
bwiars of bard e, Agres

g U1 poamee

“Fione, zail Adoical Sz, “30 now
that you ko, wo'll wateh ot o THe,
LE o come througl, o'l get sout -
crease i rank—and eque gl He
gntiled. “"Wou've o geesd codsowdote, Whl-
soin But with a Lt work gzl applise-
fion vow could be Brillinng W caed bedl-
liaat weem. Hemeraber Jats Goal-ly
amd gocd loes, Coiminss H

Sore W R L L

I T rime tramsliced Brom his oakive

Lipgus, v Wigenn Sard. In me-
||'|'-l.'.|l birriess ba e ifl:ll_ |‘|5,'I.|j bouny enlled
Suarr the Coroneror! for his r".-rpﬂl,h,
lins costipies s, Fart oo e then ir was
ki |-..r|i.-:. STOIETHT, (T CASSAHT b 1o e
Wzt Lremoqis.

L thede days the vuies seqcs aut Tien
of wailivere bdpll W Dbl has beiles,
and Yigpon Sarsl was ool aotiler. His
positicr waz the sodiealoos of Sz wl
miral in fhe Interstellar Servive, ol
rwneh devowed e biz owsl detyvice: he
wes only g paid haod.

Hix hinme e far acrnsz ke oalany
fevrr Sal aml the =kl 1$ ot smwllal
SvRIETIL valiirzed v e iEn mﬂg; Wi Lo
pon Sarm beel mewer mes s hoooan,. he
il el ke Ahat this secdon of the
azdverss baol amy frace of semticat Ll
Heoweas i . feskimyr for e worids
o eagloil, petlice i FUnCEET A e
dlanzicy L colodiixe, porkigs. or aoamedrd
of heings advancod ab foasl b the pimi
where the preguce S0 ozedifelare o
hiz hoeeand eould T wehl B orezl.
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Mivwrally, WVigwm  SBara sxpired
eface al e hesel of seeeral  Faandred
wlira-last sl aia-Jmdsl-tunled furhiseg
gpaccciait—Ulousicen g lolule wigans:
e hplaed carrier: sl pedevdinge
hundred oac-aly 2 reee aliel eeall, danl
o Ruavor, e detceling eealis TU was loosi-
cil-toe the asteodons walh vvery dewise
for locavdng evidences of 2diyibing frosh
aebvanced Faece o eaciily dfsaccrall,

savrie vodc W his Magship, oo po-
siticn ahead of the huower: Aaed 30, when
the detcsting equipoieal in the huoates
regiztered that somic race Jja thiz soctor
of the malaxy was advanced -..u-:up,f]'. Lo
b meing e poower of .]._,: ateric nuelews,

Aggrom - aarm gave orders for his et
to spread ons in a biz, Lat dishlike for-
mation, fatrise towsrd this scerion of
the sloz,

T caame o gz newr @ halt &g mﬂ."]‘:l:l'_g_
can gpponch e -i-!'c'p gpeoc, and Y eyt
St culled nocomferecs,

He st oab the bl of che fmbils, his
by secniniel clfoess sl bes e arel Tz
They were syual Ao sanle, Regin Naveln
ard Firent Tl This irled thera luith,
abel e sl e ey Faed e simae
acr b rise b g arnther, Tt only
Viggnn Sarei koew wlinch s st 10
Mae - seules] crdders, L be gqeneil only o
the wse of the denth af the supreme
|'-:.'r|rr|:|.1.|||.—.'r.

Awdbc far et of the table sal T
Grein, comcoander-mathieizideiuy of the
bienrer speaeceralt.

Vigrmon  s3id. TLoanws, wbat do owe
knowy about these poople X

Firenn bz wtil, thierr sadil, "'1['1"1.' [t
uct I|1.' T hirar mis BfMiE . pamer, Thi
[THES S -:I1 |'r'l.'r'rH|I nlerateiln - Horht ||'I"'l.'
seemt o hnve e aniers .-r'ﬁ.lr R
werent,  Thew nse the dulsivwee. Lianily
D anroiiziling swass spasce. T owinlil
sy, ol bl Hol Usey sy Beoes vob
nZeced i e than e doged 1.l| T ERRTH|
b Caplociop peilicife doduxen diedae T
would alzo puess al their caplasion
iz doiae byoshiosr geeout-ated-look Lecl-
nidues.”

"Wk dooyou sugpest that’ oashed
Wligraeom,
Anaduee, [Uheir weeof the dnfrwatary

15

3 oriel bimhly deseliqied, 1 clonld tha
they hivee filans Fr|ﬁ1 g smipment, T
Eisiwe zol foiloeed oy .-|.||1-'|n|'.. tax 11me the
fnfrrwnve as f alEleciange suab lesiing
racatd. Claly for aenrmaishcibon s the
ifrawiee |'..'||'r'.-|l'l_'r| « il:' e,

YT s Aaiy waee

Mot oat pueaci,’t sadd Liods Breon,
"We wall colloet manee a: ournwen el
up idormation and ol araliEces co-
pile dazs,”

Thoeep mw posted,”
T

Hhe sat-thierz nosilonee, & tall wan with
a thin face that looked wollizh, Hie cars
were Hat el distoveed, o fhe humsn
lihats wiew, TTis wens wwere -wlistery
I+ rig'hr kavring that ghiny corrsa chacas-
terisce of the noctamal ansmal of erra
He hzil il stobhe  strong Aogers - on
each Find oaeel a0 lng r..-uuhl«.-_u-nm'd
||'||1'l1 I
il
willikr

cidarcd Wiggon

7

Tach honed hsd rem FB.L"I.'I.E. fars
e = thar the "rin._g"r_—r; conldl - mard
s or o osardl s ellvasy
were cdeathile, one Gert in ar Jecloed
Atraipght, e anfer Lotk omr or lockoed

slisdgicl, s T orrnsed,

\:"l‘:.-l'_.':.-'l'-. haresd al lhe l.'.-:=||1r|;;. Lowal AT
thought. Lhiz eyes, roandng ianle
pendencly zave i Dmltires a0 bsores
look cwiuick Ina dewn o siee Hunagll piiis
axical,

'|_'|"r|:|||1_.' [ e
CELTLIETHE T T o

R-:pl-u :'{i'l._'rll'l .-rl.i||_, ALl FilF e EUEICE Y
2000 s Wi ey more bt thiema, ™

Lz T2l coafidene, He Labives] thal b
drmical cnjoyed swill aod deciodve ac
[T R I:-_.- suppestiog ik b Bopel fo
shows thar s thouglils tun m the spme
rhrmets g those ol Rie codivnoler,

Favrem "1l saisy It moighc T betled
i I.L'-E" alhise mt skom, pacher ohon ene-
s

Tweill bl the nofion that Viggon
Faccu’s rraan mnAviton was to Gald
airdl expmunl i the easiest,  and oost
proGialie mmwomer.  Asd he G0l tha
carelal fegudniions wrght vay ofF bet-
or that iftvasdom sl stranr conguest,

Lo iz freuih Viggsa Sorn hioosedE did
niE oy whielt e e e Fiewms

“llas anvbody any
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rob aboans the wse ol lores. i dormes wope
recded. Mor ama he weainst U ides ol
el negodiation, even the foroation
nt en wlhanee, \Which covrse he would
faler depended entively upon what sort
of emityme fhiz wes, how the people re-
autedd, and what they favered, For zuch
lriweleale be would rely oo data col-
leve? by Tanws Tiren and analveed by
the prealbermcticizor’s wist banb of oor-
PLILCUE.

Hoepin Mayle grunted i oo saiseeior
tone. M'They sownd like an dnleeioe race.
Inept and primidve. Let's oot wasie
e

Faren Tweiil ghoole biz kead ""¥Wou
prapr te berge in lhoee widy Lhe pro-
iectors Hamning and conguer them by
tovee, Thar wonld be casv, but would it
legpre pnanrh roomeke the conouest eco-
nomvierelyr snnrd

“Can o sell mothing 1o mice

Faren Twdll primmesd, "Cheese he
sugpeatend, “Besdles, anoampry pann of
ks e o an -e'.|¢'|||'|::r|!. weaTs 1-:1.':.-';-.' L

Mhickes," sweede] Regin Maeln

O courae none of thews had geer qoen
B oS, @ TEC an elephant, or a chicieen,
Wit gn theit korcland, 8 plamer called
"Beade fhere were myriad life forcs,
just gy oo any iohabitable plamec. The
forma nf pnircal fife mentioned  arers
ganilar r:r.u:-ugh to permic o free translic
spation, "Chicleen™ alay sxivted i ity
conrlately alien form,

Bt el (e vabive lotigos of Bl
tmmdnes coonuowe W Eaclheoed, o
bz WamzBrceation of  Chewr gpoech
chatneterislics sufees o aueeey  Lhedl
eoedngg, S theie pavnonar Liears s
selilicdy o ane Bolaeie doogis it oouag
b waieerie] sather heo tmanstaled, of
pueetls Lseialioesate]. So 0 ey sound Jike
prasfale i Baath o disbeml of exteacsolad
aliens, Quet iz e oale way 1o convey
Lhieds sicaning,

“Twill iz right said Vigpon Sarri
"W A be ware Thiz may Be s on-
auwnal cultuee. like that of the insect,
apr i which the individual s -wepend-
abile 2 '_{mg A e naclens s IIEI‘IH1‘1?|.|E|"\.‘:C;.
In such & case syicicde Swhbers wonii
awarn over us, aned omainst such owr

coi] vou suanl. T9, am the rther hand,
il iz oa |‘:l'.lu;|.l!.-ﬂLl:|_l.' iil.-ﬁi'-'i(!l:lill';!iL'il_'._, nr
anarchic coliore, we mosl sl Risole
for help. We could need o howie of
apace:  Rehterd oo ocooual e eodise

Aup”  He lopked it Linas  Breit.
o will, of eouzse, lsee e how-
guzze angheeed P

“WWe are working on it now. Ivds oot
tEfRenle o comnect the sound forms with
the= |r|t-s'.r|.'ir|g', wreler known conditions
atid sitoalioms, Tae i i etremely diffi-
CEll i oenake snch ara ey wrben we hare
nl The ;x'!-i-:g'i-.-.ar TAEa T of bt sitm-
Gon ix hiedngy l=seribed by the sounds,
[—"

TR ECTING |ii\-:!ll an the vl called

L& ks aluwedileeds. Tamas Fran muicked
a atwd obnan ammlel The G comimti-
cator zaid, Wy a s, Uodty woce

"Commatndet Besior .-".r|:|.|l.'.~|. Hllg:lr
gpoaking.  The e sbrdn detechies
hace just plelos! vp arviolent regumse
The computer-aoal yeer bl seqel Tha
fellowing peobabdfily w at leist chres
wines: That a spew el B el
duwe e the Ialluce of the waep-petscalor
Llawe pou any ofdors as Lo ot dest
Tovss P

“Wea,  Howar, o Becord o weceslhdog,
Amalvze evcrything ™ He for (e #i4:]
gnap back into place, Deon said o Viepan
Sarr

“An il wind bleaws, Admieal Sarei
Theiv misiortune niay be oue gain”

It mighs inderd " Vigmon sexlided.

“I, sumgest that we sood 4 feeler oul
o geel surviveors” said Begin Magloo

“Wao” zmid Faran Twill "M@ wdill
Tearn oy by lstching o choic cooe-
imgnicariong- and watching bow thev face
itias prnhlem,

WAl beier
irlerrel his e
iyl

"Taling a e baspet b dodog 3k anr
sebees, and pob piving Qo any wirn
ing thar thers srands aclher melipeat

Heor w bearng alsde o

srmarey ¥ :='l-:'|-:-:"!-"t'lj

race unt  far o offaide . Whe  Torehiee
them i
“Raghl." Gnterperesd Vieeon  Zarr

EARRe b dram n Histamoe T
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Lanus Drein stood up, "l'd kst B -

'i|.1g bnrln'" he mmd, " This nngnngr am
J-.:,-'»:l-s. oy et rleupy 1'.|'.rr_5-'l1.' L1 fesl
lastier a7 T gwlel 2w '|_|r'rl.'1'r i rerself

My 1 SHILFH, Bylererd S 7

UWORTL wll e Thie confererue s
et Al more debnled anformodion 1s
ab haril, W arclers ares Take o oae
bon, aat oleeres closely aned ersiealle
PHarnizeenl, wentlernen, W'l 0 alvink
to Fuecess

Vipgoa Saver prossed D stid oo bus
aranles and ordeved & cray ol roicesh-
mcncs Linus Brein did eot stey ber his
share.

sl-".":.{_'li FLLGHT ‘=eventv-nine ook
off, 1ifted ow schedonle by DHlet Jook Mos-
tofl.  Mortol was a4 Biooman, rather on
the lagy aide, but & pood pilaz. I e Lad
had sor awbilizy ac Ak, ke would kave
owned his -na-::n:-:m.-. aybe A soriog of
gevergl, instead of being o paid apaco
Jochey,

But Jock Forman lscked the drize, or
peehaps bad acver gccn anyrhing be ac-
tually wanred, He was a love-gio-and-
lemve-con kikd ol gur whe spent cvcry-
thing T carved eb good Cwe: and
Himarkias, He apinl nn dme qu-nrug L
thie el LY Lol ‘dis wieluar '|:u.l|L. -:.l...
atal ] vl wslect ey ol the Swocy
snbetrissiong for hedng o goodd basiegaa-
ey, [le Bl prmeviiake) b s stodssd
vombract epe nd joboaaal wach his he was
aihisterd

Hiz carpoes were mwvarisbly bid-Tasis
_iuh feds, dnstesn] of vidhehe mesSreekae
l.'.-ill‘l ] |||-_.|'-'.'|~.1'!,' Tkt He sa 4atadl londs
minstly mmal thl coald st Ior lopsl
reisns, b imiereemiberniloed;  frans-
avirtar! By faesd-oenee, oF ereamiposcd by
infraveve ab the decervinag cnd. Logal
cotibriets, dneachens, aind the Bhke, =
cme-pnd-nnly erigiml oof Cwlicl Cstuoat
v che fama Gde signatute of hoth
parThes,

Muwlon Lok the gpacecrall g, fred
the wamegeneratar, and headed [or Cas-
irit Three al abaut fofty pacsees per
bl Then, with che eopirod roons op

fhe tinl) storaa e, e swent o o the

salaw, neomase o el been oo eranls of
rru,.rl.'?'-', oo S |-:_|f|..!.t dree he bl Liesn
1ol beost fo anyome s yonng amil sbbens-
e pe e Ao I'|r'rr|';r|§l.'.-.u._!,'. s
brig queessngers ol leenn ltsifiessmncs,
The tew women bind been waves of sash
Ppamessrmen a0 0 on Lhe dowapes s,
il therefors mors |-::-ri1:;-: ibam Srie-
axling

Pt Miss Alice Feoilugeare sl -
teteslimg, Matihar Tock Norion favoral
lan msb-bilkome ol ihrk-eved alitaedies
ness e Gimn beoweon bkl bivee lmiredl
I'!‘.II:'IIL".:I.IZE 1T sl '::ll 'I-'I'"il\illfll.'ﬂl] |.||'|1:'Iﬂ||l\.‘..
He feosed wll wedoeds pder thisty wl
wile faipesly rowzded beps aad .Ln:m—
eapecially there—unl who hed  elear-
sletpipved] Eaeey with vegulap leariied.

Thier  Alie: Hemlngwar, soctetarny,
wity Eaveling  wilh her bogs wade her
e e inlerosting, Noron bad casad
M. Chaelas AnMtes s cavelully and pud
bt o s Magaslesdn Tepes pespery
aned active aed peobably swell-lo-da, hot
el persoelle attirwelive o Qoo .J-.‘*-d;.*
ses. Thowis mnsiey. deeilod Noatuom, that
boughil o resonahle Gestoorla ol allec-
don ke XMr. Clarles Aanlccwes,

T warald T izimacaling vivilio:, thought
Jock  Moewon,  Qual owouh] allacl e
ooy of Charles Aoulrews and veally
iz o neeper enodonal eespozce Ham
th gitl. i

Haad  mocsiog.” bo presed  thom
Lozt tboe Jasl sten of e ladder that led
drwent e dhe contral soow,

"How do you d3, Filst Norten,”
spnded Aadeawes,

Ay pondnoss ! excimimed  Adice
“Tan’l that dangerous £

“lent what Sarperans
tom, with 11.'r|cr|‘ I LT AR

Woadr leaving U sdin to rup itscli”

‘Bol at all” Morton shewsd his
suporios nowledgo:, TCnor anto-piiot ds
iz best thar moncs can buy aond rain:
tain. Ao afier all, Mliss Lleonogwrsy,
tiere iz Lftle: a pilot can o whils e
are o rreazin The auto-pilot doss the
Job fromy after take-off o lefore lamd-
iz, [ hehacen, the lvraa pilnk ralmaces
a0 enjors B smee craneel. Si—rmay T

W.

“sken| Kat-
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bl o a0 coebsil? e oayhe pow’d
prraler a bighball ™
AL this hetr e e neeening
Wirdo laoghed and  dnspecied  hes
asihdh, T ik thik ot ess beree'elock by
Clovazn ldae, Bl it ds past omidodght

on Tokrts Twn ot Alinersioeds, I

thtew 4wt it Teepadat, Precyon Five
Ta wvein  theee ofelock o Looedoo,
Tezin™

SResides ' aaid | Charles. Andrsas
cely, wetre ol at wark”

Wk M paplieled  Nospon  bololy,
A re Jard al work wy doep gpaee 27

SCarinnly. Do space or ok plance,
vtk rrast pn om. T e ot gek wheve T
i Lo mocfirre ofF, Tilat Maorion,”

I-:.-:_.L' el 2 i1|.||P.-:|. A - wark and
nn }ﬂ.-\. v fepow,

|| e At r1 T wirkk d5 veorse”

"f‘l's. TgT™ "-|1'| ..||-:| _Tl'l L withh A
j{'c'l.'llg thoit heoivae |,|.rr.~|.r|,|5 |ﬁ gt i-
et 1 thes fial .-r|.|;|1'r|-:1ll
gaied, “everihoiy reloces o dlesp space
It cuseamary, 1z |'H1|1dan' !

FIt's drien sanlish,” Andrews parned
toy g It "-'11:-k Armingway, whal dq
vt !

C R bzl anchiaed o agres with yon
Ml A rers, 'hil '|.|:||_| must oo '

chvilled f0 he a3 Thre nesvsr hest
alf Larth beiore”
Bl Teilnt ™ir

Then | orapitnlate

toat, will you give H't I-s-a fTe'rrml,w-tr "

gpace fourist's run of the ship, pieaser’
"B happy m 7 I"-.'r_!-rr-!_'-n nndded,

P T T wrgazml The sadon, S
sk by e, Thtte wite [oir oLiees
there, all wf them abciing wilh a biak
sork of imterest, Mortas ook s gdecp
breath of irmer cheer for lis lack. Al
the rese bl o :-:"'::""‘.l-'.l' 1:-::-l||i|||:1 oyl
beazhoring nsa tourists men of a0 spoce-
cpaft, Lle made the pestore of askitg,

bt all shoole thedr hend s

Mortan cpesel the small har oo sel
swpevimie vy mocnckinils, Then he zaid
to Al "%I::-w: Jes sttt ol Lhee boctsa
el el T ey ui-..“

shc aid oo,
T think [N

G T LRI E Y R iy
LN T oTEere EiiL il ks et
i

T aanlz,™ he .

Marhon svmre. below Ris: breath.

Ml wallivd Iwrwesen them s Rorton
eccpplingeer] the workings of the spaccomatr
Alie topnd Werton 2 good talker, and Ly
Iy mamner of spesch somchow man-
wweei] b convey 3 1ot of ndonmation that o
more fnbense s wolld have dubbed,
Leaise af g greater preovcipation: wrich
|:-\'Jl.'|.:-..

Fovan Mz Andrews seemed interested,
althoigl e el lwer sosuwe pimee
tioes beafime, s s moslisr ot lnsiness

Warkws exploned the sothines of the
wrvper pals i g rrmch mrn_-"-mp',i_ﬁu:d VY,
'1|‘III-'.'i‘;':|. thern the spricn: rooms of ino-
chanery for mammiming air aod water
arul eleverical cirewits chroughout che
ahid I A ke bl !.ng;_{":-.rrq ﬂ'u:_1_, started
at the bmgzom, laalang st drough the
Belo-leley ot the b I?nf the zhip, whers
Hie= HTLETRT blne voerins Aseed dowm and
Leicks Froem che oiebt tobular drivers that
[hriest rheic blunt cylindrical aoses down
inoa darge cipcle, aurrounding e alle
viewnart,

Fher Korton srorbed thon aloft skow-
L. igr thrmagh the room G1ed awith water
'I:-::-r the crwesian mss, '||au:1 Pplerd o
Feren the theit of the Sriees fubos daa
ek doTc gaa s '_1,'ig]'.'l].r cocTiged
thiat it wus oot wracer, bt nascont Ardeo-
e wand oxven, comaplebely donizcd. The
coraral fave belew, beoexplained. was
the recomibinazion  of e oaclel with
cheiv cloctoome g aheella, and the paelial
e positiong of the gases oo water,

Hi shivwesd thers the xvarp—n‘n:-nl:ﬂ_tﬂr
that creared the exers space-Leld arodnd
cha ship, alisine cvery phasical astei-
sate of metner, Weither mass wor ertis
reamamed, 20 that the thrust af the Gaee
bz noresistanee agaings which to cucel
g Force, resulhing in-oa drive that sie-
el tlue Lomatein equations.  orwacd
vedogity reached termingl when the in-
terstellar  matier provided = tenusws
imedism agalost witicl A wolocity ol the
ship foood pesiztanes

He shozeerd them ke magnedc-mass
dedrctyr  toee prolectsd  thew agwinst
mibeinrs, and emnlpined that  afhite ke
-!'1'|'r|g Wi pTiriTE, 1|_' oy the best thet
Manikind fad, The infrawave was Bope-




The dome Becamp a ciot al Flamsae gresse
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less becanze - had Boo instantaneous
veliwily of propagation and was elso
ramlivectionil, and thereiore oeither di-
rerdon-Anding gor raoging could be ac-
cestiplished with the infrawawve

Bt the magmeric-imaze detecto
T s hnpﬂ:& I L ]Gl:l:':t

Fle atel oy |.|=.-' "There wrore o <ot
at Ll somes bl ir the Farly Towen
picth Cendury aboat spaeemsl hiler] vt
cunTes-cdrnprbing gET thial e
ihe cooise 07 welenrles, Thes direcied
e spewcecrafl. A sare prswhcsad stady of
aivy mch dewiee shiowes Thil oy exine
riecaes clgeck thal ok not change iis
azgck angle 15 mecessarily on oo collision
cotarses Erga, anty frgel that does oot
e tidges the alaene o eiag, aed the
actopilot to sweive asice.”  He prinwoed
atpd feddded s Jow voiee, "We're @4 sale
zim dr we wete all i b

M= hig anm touched Aliee's she real-
ized that Jock Mortoo had been omtor-
taifaing e iden ol Téd ever siace this
tourit’s un Tad atarted. She sniled be-
capse it amused ker. Joek MNocton had
mads a snap "'L-'Lglr-::n'r. orotably becansae
he bad scen a lot of such shenansging az
man and woman playing cmploper and
sofretary bofore She alowost laughed ae
MNoarron, realizing tha: be was Cisplaving
all of his koowledpe apd his wivilivy o
the hiope ol convincing hoe tlat he was
probably moce Do i ted thas the elder-
v Mapiodeon Lepe wilh whom she weas
Teaveling.

“Fe stols g look at Andrews, SOTLpar-
ing the twa men. She wondered wrhether
Andrews had cottomed onto Morton's
play and i he had, whether her boss
Ieund if funey ar irmsring

WaE

S TUHEY wbicer] siomp a onread or

rilnr, she sivw walls seres saeprise
thait toiee B Aelrews lad Togwed back
£ hit, then had comae foremmd heldngd
thern toowalk by e adde insiesad of o
the far e of Tock Maflon. Asad baeth
Hmes Morio h:'.|| qidretly lagged back tn
citcle her ! sicp erward  hetween
Hreer, .'-:'|_|.:1.|*u:|.._|-:_ ielly sl Mo Am-
q:‘ra:t'.ra wintll] femr hig F.'d.|||.l.1"'l.|.1ll"l lieLlas
il he, Wortem, wathe! hetaeen,

Adiee was =ull worndern whether
Charles Andrcws :'-.L'E“I::lli._'.- helial Ay it
trai] potions aboul i bmvebog secredary
't|:|l:J all Biall Tarerke lins,

aL cadiis Lhe el
$.|4.-|JI:IJ aid e oo
corded order:

“Wour undivided  alvestion,  plee |
This is urgent! ¥ou have eleveds s
ntes from the ond of this angodnceoent
oo tollowr these dircctions.  There has
lwep o parhz] filure of the warp-roacra-
bor. i thiz Silee booomes complete, aid
che spacy deld collapsea, the effeet will
be that of procipitating ocrinsie snasge
g the real Universe wlilc aavellng al
sirne highy madticle of the welocity ol
lighkt, The spacecrafr then will deop fo-
stantly below the speed of Light bur in
doing zn will radiate al! the cnergy-imass
equivabent to those muld-light apeeds.
acrording to the Dinstein aquation af
mags and energy, It is therclore cxpe-
chienc that vou repair to the Jifeship lacks
and prepure to debark, The partial [ail-
VPR Y O mEy ot coodiaue. IO kot
there will T oo mose danger. But o
cage of continusd breskdown—"

The recorded sonounccriont aronped
abmuptly a8 a lopder alarm bell zang
briedy, Ther another voice froo: fhe
sjiziwk-hazx shouted:

*TI'he warp-generator s failing ] ¥au
have—

U thrd walee cagie In aptonsaticatly
sanng, “Tleven minutes,” aiter which
the second voice continued asatly, “io
roaloe vour wey to o lifzship and deback.
Please do nat panie. You kave pleaty ol

clivngrr a1 an
[y SR S U 1

fiTne,

“TH's this wayv," Morton said anEious-
Iy,

T Al il smad Ardrews,

kemterwe Lhis ﬁ]\:l.q.'ﬂ"rilfl‘. B, Hzila'e Yo
hellet tike cire of vont other passen-
gers

Merlon wariled ra =wenr, T wenid
Imve Deen s omeatb 1f .-'|.1'.||'rr:'.'|-"5 |1:|4_'1|1'1'
itesiater] wpon oaning along on this wor
ist's ruan ool the spacecrall. As it wms,
Foron coulda't quite bedig himsetf 1
seppeal thal Aadrews Like sz of s
other cdsteaners while Mortm tmnself
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took cane of dhe zicl, Do dhe olher haod,

Blorton had no intentiod of raslieg olf

i tabc care of che others when chey

were prebabiy being - ke eave ol right

o by the cogrincer-techndeias. He said

r|'1' and Fepeated ic o give it [ovee.
"I'hiz vrae,™ he zaid

The anbouncer 'tm.-]n:d TNou aow
hawe mon mikuscs !

"Leuldot L opet mr bagx ™ pleades
Mlice,

“Anythicg ol veal valve w it ashod
Morrou.

“hot really”

“Then we'd best leaxe it BMorgoon
breathed a iph of velicl.  Mow . zhe

veonEn't fdond it more cxoodizit wootraiel

with the el upstairs

He Jed themn wp s Oight of cueved
stairg. and arcard apocher eurved porel-
dor @z e andrsuneaiet o led -

" Aligze moinugcs |

The sgusswk-box =mid, 0 4 moee faal-
ural wiiee; "Toek? Lok, Dee gat this
gectican wiider codibeol. How'ee vod do-
ing ™

“I'm deing loe, Licey,
ai lhe below-statdon lock,”

B oaocin’ pod. Dueke

TI e onpdeneaant yellod ;

“Right mines! Yo all bave plonty
af tiane, Tergerohet, safeiy s omnee S
porkant rhaet Lkl - ]:-FE.-:'I Ta«Lan '

The Hemaln nt an orpan el e
sprcectntt —wilitund,  theilling, o dedlol
FHIELIL r|~u.11|;;I vwed Lhe phral. Lhenl, Db
o7 Teey Iaiss, hesiiog Ume jEsl (ast
eragh b ey feet oioviug biwskly, Tl
r|||'|.-.l|:-|-rr Frul |-11-_.-1'u|| ah B i b S ] 1_|,:|_1"-||_ qaft
furntied steps,

meepr mrenackes 1

MWere almoss

TR rl‘ll" 15T

RTINS hards  ciozed om the
apace lock and e twisted the emier.
peucy handics. The inner door swoang
open ponderously and they swalieal r:u-
the povial. The lock serane behim] them
amd the dogawent home
TRk oinutes I camoe B olegs resonant
call i & aoaller lood-speaker o phe
inck.
Fock Worton hansded Alior throueh e
amall soeee Inckoof she Bfeehip, leusted

Andreves in after ber, chen climbed in
hinuzell.

" [Mjse minutes I vas aliwsst cur off as
the lifzship space Jock seounpg shot,

“lpur mdautes|” came asothe e
outer apace ek was crazied,

Worton' lands on the Lifeship contrals
wowed and dhe litthe spacer Iegped oot of
che doarveas

L the iafrawawe chey heacd the call
of “Thtee mingtes [ then "Twel"” and
fipally e apacunecmcnt, ! Yeware Aow
all debarkod and are in places of safegy,
The disleess vall has beedr sool eonstastly
frotn due ettt of daoger. Sitosight
and ke ao oolish moves atil elp
coites, Dooact look 4 the rear, a8 the
explezion of pocollapzed Oeld gencrator
i5 briliantennugle to soar the epes—"

The wiice soapgead shraptly as there
cairne i wivee of sheet Lol The pores
gt the sigde af thee litesho Fared Blae-
velsibe, ancd | the  spocecsd Teked as
Lhnagh 1 were Lieing deivan ink achesey
g chi,

AREL wan Ll ¥ Blattedl Seleews,
picking isnseli wif ol e beavi deck

Mockon sliowersed. "That was Hpace-
Highl Seveiily-tine podog oo liell s
wigleer baskat, ™ b osudd,

“Babowhe i We oweran® Bil by atiy-
g,

Yo pun bk nng, " Maortin sl chesi-
batly . “Dhan’t wun ke abeeal swcs-
Righr factors? The Finstein eoiedion ™

.-qudT\t"i'.'z' *.".rhd s ]'-i]l'l!. ul:.-:‘:”'.r. B
sewiral bomrs the woimneer ronn leul hesh
explumirg all serls of things in 4 wni-
I'IE_'!"G-\.\,E"I-\.::I_'Ig STIRFEET, q}"lw‘i"l?‘: |||-' Ii||‘-
Incawledze noa Geld thae ke knew me
better chan sy one else sresent, Thizs
FHF i ki 1'1 the 7 |.1'~.:|-.:, whii s
nued o 1:-:-;_':."'”;,: rakbarmlicins aid
phvsigiats smdl chazpe

ST ahoedl b Lose o clatter wp oo
i) weilh aguations.” he old  Wortoo
coldly, "'T paually pay ceople to hawe
them exialame thesadliags owe. 50 @0
right aheal.™

Marlom®s Uk hide slhoaghed o s
te kb eseinase b wens 2 Lhe hedgdst o,

Hy =i, "The oviping] Eiostein cqua-
Hocr i @eass and enceps showss that as
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the speed ol light e reaiched, the masy
jegeles mnmile rmise,. Thin is o alieions
impessiiiily, sinee sver the Wt sniss
of e [hiyeras 1s niod an indnite o
S whan i |:-|-:|:'_,r rT:l'.rH!iﬁ_g ar fazter-dhan
Lgfil i horh=d Aot the real Unrvetze by
e wellapae of the warp-genemor, for
thie havss nsiin :|-:'||1:|||'!.' :n:l.'l.-.l':rlg-_'
toyond light. This cases it b nssarme
sopue ucthnowenr Gwctoe of mnss dhad o
pliymicist T=w heen allde o theoinee vel,
bt sotist e be dbgsisatde dnfing I-.—'|J||-.
Arcany rale o the sl of aiee ds
ewisted. e b Doosogramisstinnnd Asld so
proecelal thad Lthe Azl wrips ope armindd
m’lr aral ¢ .|| ves the rmass indeoa . [imvereas
ul ks s

"¥oau'ee talking gihletish.™

“hure T aul Bl s Sl me aopoe-
e whio ean essldn this alleer withnot
laJ.{.IJL,.:" Tike "|.1 arahecile ol T .|.I_',' B
3 ,L:i.-c'r i TEr

Al "|-||I — e N
P b |.1:-]||'.“rl

""T-:'-rh-rl shrieweel ClEn welume ur
avaace £y rercower] from the sartere of
srisve— this g moes gihhierish, Andrews,
felieve ne thern i he wn 12

10 2%

Wohal s suppuised

fere sl
stinkmemas Boe of space lack Lo (Gl s
g"|1.] Hree, Tor G ls sales fomddl .:Lflr e

0 srnpiby Bpsies | T got th Here dmibn il
pilice whers somie peopdy spoce bos beed
rernnwvesk. T abwaes heens bocght that
|1|:||;:1'i":g frivr l1|,'|-".i1'_r: HEHAEEES ;|1r‘|'|'|!ng
urbe oochivgr froo noting Teives less
|'.|,'-ri1'i'1g' then betnse, bt rhas soneds s
siliy az the rese of the whele fonl argn
meTl o AF amy THie, ersre Hme § WIT]H
genermrnT colhpses, the sime tansr oo
curs in the smuctare of s, Thers
bhase hesn Lithasas ot clest smoirek of
I"||1:i':_'|1_.¢"ll' ghor ittn wodhinerouy i ple
Wihite Sandz 'Ei[,nﬂn: -‘l.i.'n.rIJ.:'rr'.-' F T s L e
hundred years, just to.see 37 EOTIRTE 3L
I TR oRAtT s Ingieal anewcey

WIREWS sald caldly, "Al
Soonweow whal doowe S0
WA e 8t froont Rorior snirl chesr
fuilly
“Poin ke 2
"f]#rr_ZH.Txl'irlg m o3 owelheily  below
liphe We still hawve oot shig's s

vighr

bew' g rrol oo, lI1_.rr| b,

Ve dhimt we I

"Hecanze oz 12 9 Ideghip sod not =
spacertatt We have only enough space
powrer too pull owrselves down zadel,
with zome regerve, wd hen we wse the
reserye ro emiit our distress call. Clicer
i W mar off safely This w90 be a
lirapze "

T wdlf Amdd
alwone 31 2

Joek Nnsion smiled, fhen zd she one
g thir remaver nl! ord aov chance
[ |"'|:il:'|" TTI‘.’I11'i'1§".'I.'iI"|-' rUCT .-\:I-_]n.'lng '|,¢FII:I|:|
hirm a5 5 dezituble character. viFle o
meif.

Uhpwerman’s  imsuranee,” b said
“Far spawevereck, ome L8 a mangd pald
cams.  For delaslang etk svers oz-

setiger wilhin g reasomable d1:-r3,|_1_|:i: ot
Iy ]:-"&-ﬂh-..'r st the ome of distress, an
wwarri] of 1me thonsnd moee fn'_:-g,s]{m',
eacli, This ic not so ruch a0 insucance
awasd g it dzoa veward Iocentive foroa
Aewerapn w0 do the right and praper
thityr, Then, for every Jonely howr adeilt
e olaepy speice, from1 the thme of Jdistress
ik e mre enllesres 2950y, one leapdred
ish, This shaald add vp 20 & neat 20m
by the Hme wreace picked upe Toomory
Woaltry and Joz ].,:'I]I:: drifted for cight
homrz snd collected, Sure, we've zsicting
g?tﬂ;-' ard we'll be rescued o dbe doe

o Ler's seftle down and take oasn”

why sre ywan A T::;'u:-_:-]njr

Ardrews zzid, 'L aunnose vol've
speat kali of vour lime a-space bopiog

toir gomie disaster g0 vou coukl eallect a
reat e !

“Toat guite that bad. This s Hhkcle L
bex sore rongh befone we're eollesied, B
1w odoes payv ok Ho lot's velax. bl B

AN ws hrest '|'i'1]_{ salent priyes i
Curnmodary Wolsen thee lic malee a2
quick mm,  She was sick and tived of
AL 1r|g alres |.-:|"

Adimiral Stene s, T hess see your

|-rl.‘|l.|.'.. Wilann, Yewr ure o ‘r:|1:{' WEUT
anuideon il Cale X-Z-Fifty-nime-

lecry, Eh=trct Fortvesesen. Yo'l have
Lo cdids 1L e by anch ™

I coml b spdlbzoeler by fei e
Ter! asseries Wilsoa., "Nias Heémang-
vy was aon 1l e,
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Dot do awything foolish,” sacned
thue agecee adusival. U est poooemiber thet
soute A iight counpodore and. not A
il squadron commander vot You have
il ogders.”

"1 mawe. And 1T
Bt Lifcship loads "

“Then get going, Remember  Thal
every howr decreases their chunves of o
safe pescue. Luch ¥Wiison 3'5'FI-EII:-'E=EI1-"\-'1'!-
lul:a:"'

“Coreecs, Admiral Sone,”

Less than a quarcter-hoar Zater, Teil
Wilzon's fhight of rwenorfye swifl el
spacecrait went barreling uIE} ot of Chi-
cagn Speceport and into that eegion of
theakey called Gramamt, s o

Wiggon Sarrl sat m the mesan sl
cabin of the henser spacersaft, poselly
wairing dor Line ran to frvish s
jvelved cquation: o logie  sninds
When fhe loog ostring of symbok bl
wortie o what looked Blee asabisfacthgy
codieluzica, Brein locized up,

A snooess T

b, pes dndeed.” Brcin podded, MOH
cpnrse nuor inlagpretatiods of their 5|:|-:-:-':h
1% omly symbeolic at this point,  Bag tios
muash e ko, This acrics of sounds—"
11f -',n:l.]'-]n‘rl woserleh o e zide of his
dezle and o wall speaker delivered a
suries af wher soandal i e Blee sheer

bring them back

%l‘,}";rn .h Umnraibnkes s [l bames
oice A hiy ealled Tor contact with any
rerehang o sadoo. Yoo I baz e

spernles infovining - Aothet e s veatdy om
rereiee, Wodee A thea deliviers a mimning
accomet of the dizasoor, defivering s
computed (usilion, vector of travel, amd
space conmehimaies. Do untangied some
o eheir tonpue Brcin replaived the
recnering il stopped it aiter the fosd
weape.  He parroted  the giblenish,
A Thaiailipht Seventy-nine calbng. Ths
tresn’ Thal, Viggon. iz interpreted in
e lokpue as Tdentiheabion  Baacher
Bep-wisl-za calling s amnonnmes disazier 7
B LLET the recorchig minca Bt chen

- zaid, agam penrediug The gibberish,

# Chicasn S|, Taterqeelor SHery-
it Fpaceflighl Seveilyenioe. W
read won five b free, s00 akzad. What 16

volar digrpess T W e dorerpret the ceply
as, ‘Tiase of Cpermbons has reecieed vonr

digrress call. Please clucidste' Whar
milows  defies  wlentification,  Admival
Eprr, Tind! we rpn oreset ome aofb I,"1{'=a;=

[IH_.-1_'||r" gt ez moee of thedr ]_'-h:, B1o -
iy, CWE cinmmd feges e 1|.'r| awe! ther
mirrresseal SR, Thrmn, 12, 2= don’i
emven leneny o enany Arsgeers Bhey hes ™

P00, dnggested Sierrt drily, “srhether
teny it |.'I.B.'Fl:' stopped  countiog wn
their handa,'

“ladesd,”  Linus: Brein  oodded
thourhefuily,  “Ilowerer, ot long aftor
the reception of this discress sienel, the
enkre intreware band secmed to Kl op
with ull zorts of sigealz, all of them
repeiting the sounds that we asswme are
the apace ooordinetes of thiz Soundered
epaeecTait,

“Indivating thet thiz is notatompleee-
v anarchistiz or comrsmizl, nsecttype
cutture. The individual is impormeot”

“I meould say s0,”

e Mavlo smiled,  1oeeould. hase
been an add-leokang fciad grimaestodn
Farthman, for it marned the corners of
hiz pencil-fhin lips dowm and forrowed
the slan of his hesd bebareen the gleam
ing evos and the fow, cagwed hairline,

Vigmar Berriosaid, " What do wow find
ENRE -5 R T o

Hegin vepdieds V1 they are individual-
Iy impoctant, then the oultuee Bnds the
individual impertant, &5 opposed to The
Inzerr-tene which wrouldn® mind losing
a fewr Biilions so '.DTIIE my the teoer hive
i= fatact, o tae anarc iztic oniturs i
the lossof & unit is not cven sotized, be
eause overy one of them iz so preocos
|_'||r=|: witli his own afairs that be i
taler po tive o epnzider the next mon’

“Right o whirk 7
+ S0 gny Bet's kit lem owhile they're ol
pesnnpated 39 Imeedar doavin The gaieieors
of dhin wrecle ™

Fapen Twadll sranted sourly,  Lver
ey bnoipterfere with a dor and her
preifas ! Voo il hitven whether won mcan
poou] o Il I0 wan care fog e apdnion
wou'll L D ool xive asdamn "

Piao ahead "

“| sre we josl shide dnothere otaelly
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kil wollect Uhe kfeshijs, Then, fiter, we
catr go dn beddly aml estabilishe g
SHpRC G s, .

Tl!lj-"h Hil..'.l'll'l HI‘II"II-C h'i‘-' I'Il'ﬁ-\.l'l .'"II]'I!‘:"'
sibnnsle, T zay we shonhl] bt 'emoweth
sl welee ot end eemhlish onr phasical
-.1:J_|Lﬂ-ir|1-ir._1,'. Tamle, Farer, sither sy
Wit gamgr of snldumees 5 poig 1 end
uprim sene form ot serabmde G Lel's
micke 11 e guick oarnl o Brey war and
syve nanpieesr, Besiles, whal oan (hey
jeasstdy Raes thar e wmmt

Twill shroggrenl. " Any subjcct race iz

snnd ez,

?n‘e.}".n trghed, “0'd catker shoere it
ceven their sheeats v sesation. Thea
vee'df collect without having w2 pive thea
a - cstmings of uranivm beads  foroex-
change,™

Faren Tl gsked Wizzoh
iz e oinion.

Viggon =aid, without chaoging ex-
pesRalodl, ' There e fuees hat owall il
ahide the ol ol celfaborcon,  aial
Lere sire waces that either revoll of e
utiler amy snpemrior governroenl, Tt Eas
By oy el b emysarl Uhe Balian
cailbre, nre winy s annther, acrpss the

alisy, W her e foeshowsibe this prals
e hers, snocher weorlel- A this vase
apotier seroes eof cnlomized world s will
cnter onc of the farms of eronomie ve-
taticrships writh DBrede, Wherher  we
biast iy and smzal ther, o ooze oA
coenes el quietl | take them over, oF
biail theon &2 5o 8lly”

UAdl P orcazed Regin Mavlo scosne
fully, "This buack of primidizez who
Bawea't svody ol an infravare demestor T’

PANE cengried Faren Teall (s
puztedly, iz peaple o carmnt pro
bl Lielr spacccralt from warp failyrer’

Viggoiy macel held ap by donblepre
el lamd, UEither of o muy T
right,” be said. * Buz cemember that we
do -k lome Sa w2l wair anhlowee
L vy abotn their basic chamserer
befote we ake any coursc, One comanll
favars Brean, Wateh niz computations
sl hin cvalutations. Come back when
¥l hitve rooge ﬁ;-mpl-:t-: dats dor NOTT
o e inalson

vl s el 1eft rogether,

Sarrlodor

Wigeom Sarrn called Bren am the b
e,

“Limizs? Moy beadstrong youths e
cointisg Geer b ool s wgor daka, Take
Al nthier lads ey oo everything,
bt clirrmeit, Tiles = lot of %ids one of
thesn o he righl, MMavhe T'moswer
atsbiviag,  Sn grve vhern all the Gl yon
B, doeel led thesn evadioine 1L TH bap-
pily pir o veedal o ooe of Diens 17 e’y
vight cand Thn o woong, Crlay ™

Famis Breoin apgrecd

m

E SDEER the tensaras e comisadts] of
Cormmedors Theodose Wilson the spacc
squadron sped our doto the unebiaried
wastes of the shy on the troe lne toveard
Lastor, Blowlr, g5 the squadron Qew
ity component spazecrat diverged dnod
Agrroer oo 0 that the volume of soeer
w3 Do eovered would [ak: wichin the scope
of the derection cguipment ahaard cach
giip. Computers llcked: comzlos Duse-
tiong in veriables of the laws af probe-
Wl and o up with & long sorics of
“und or- P remits,

iy Mizmmamg, Waster Compater for
rhe ::rj_1:.:|.-',I o, t.:,rrrl'n.qfl'ui:r'.-:' vwhen Wilzan
sl e lerest shess

Wilson gronted, “This 13 ro daimn
g-’l-‘.rl wEull. 1t scrt ot SHYE that the Life
-_:h'i[_;s will Be whererrer e And them ™

Mummang oo, “Tild the perelilem
ol ealeding o oo on e Sabars Tiesert,
Yol el w hoo cage w05 anc apen o
clocteopieatly dggased Lo choss ozl Hhe
prss ol i lialael badles,: Then cthe laws
Of preobabdlily stie il sl any imseend
epe existy & soathersches pralabihsy
e Lozt iz dn e vegdon of the caee, Al
thiz dastant you 2o Gie olanr. The Hosi
les within the cagre, leapped.”

“atop gocling ofl. This i e o
Hlave yau any idea of Loe miony gquise
light wears we bhave to eonh ™

“Cautie hightvears, Conmodors Wil
s0n.

"Wl 5o T'moshoppne 1w my speech,
ey Tate, Manmatig) all e really went
Feeu e 1 the weerl | comie enhame 1o
whivh The bfaships noest be Yo lenowe
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the voorse of  Blighl  bSevesty-nise.
Wenid ko The stndard take-ofl welocity
af o lifeslip, The forvard motion plos
the sidewisc, eacape velocity, prodnoes
i wackod angle which f2ils in the voluyme
of a coue because we don't koo which
escape angle they ‘may have used We
cann pinpoint the place of wscape farle
close ™

“Yeah, within s light e,
o,

Sl ower leioow - thial the “'I-i."!!'il‘l;\.rr will
rodnes iy velomioe Below liehe s 200
as pemeeilile 4

:H:I iwhar .|||1.' L

S somearhare ot Uil werlod oo,
ar wlildn B s o Hieship—Lwo Lilzships
—treavebing ou aopre wekiown courss at
soie . velncity eongidorahiy lower thano
ihe spead ol lighc™

"Wetve located 'om belrre
e e prain®

Wilson shiook hiz bead  worrtedly
That's & lot of wacant soece our thers,
Ewen adoiteing that we bawe che place
piopointed, the pinpoint iz a conple of
light wears in diameter, and will grow
largor az ome and fhe Bleship onnrse
coutinues. Or.” he added crisply, “shall
we take 5 cortain welime of space and
azzolt that a debnise maremahcnl prod
ability owizts that che survivors Tie wAch
in that wolame ™"

“Horr, Dommodore |
m e seormfrl

“Wel, then, ot belles sl af poudd
spavk g1l e the eoordinale Lok and
wra'll sttt -:x:-1|.|h'i:|;.':' it ewhe by octde

“li'nrrm:—t" aa.iﬂ Toby Manning.

The “'menk' was wot really o mang, 1
witg A aterco proje f"mu sguinst @ Har
gl wall at ouc and of the h %-. I
don Centor. Doont below i liriclur
goction. of the Hsgship. Wilnn weml
there soaie tires bbes o watch the lasle
as the e ary s 7 ke vaeer Lhe A -
ment pf LENLLE: thies azilensla ] b sk,

Faen lockiog sl the thing vequired
sorme brong. Tle  plolicrs and swaich-
e wors (niatedil wlazses to provide the
steren effecl. Thawiel (e apecial glass-
e, Lhe Lk Jooked Jke a susali scake mod-
el of this scction of the sky. CUasior aml

Ml

Wie'll o=

drelr't e

Prfhee ol sther searhy stars: were no
Irmgrr ]:l'i=l'|'ri:l\.i:lll.'i i s Jlat black auefaes,
Indl iy points of Lliglt that scomed to
bt £ spesee, soee 0 dront of and sores
behiod the position of the soreem doelf

Echind the glazs scroen, a fechnician
waa careiully Taying o comes dosm o 2
drawing table with o paompgraph in-
srrment; A5 he mowred the penc prmt
along the turve,-a thin Lream Tine e
peared in stores, starting cluse b and
abruptly, and leading mwmeds thie -:|-.|-'I.
labeied Castor,

The |g1|g15|_'|m|n-:1' waid, “Thix Friesil
line 35 the comested wmrse of Spaee-
fhight Sevenbr-nime”

REDENOT was placed cncthe loe.
i "Thas 4 Lhe Appeosduate point
if eafilensdnm.'”

Wilson asbeal, “Ts that ominal oc s
fhedt pluerd on the iniaus #3de ™

“The spob iz placed 1o give the maxi-
e facd of salety”

LT

low, alter considering the prohahle
vobocity of escape from Seventy-mne,
whish would he s lfeship Jessing [he
othier vezsel ar 8 minehre-derres refa
tive course at full liseship speed, we hined
a voctor comhbimation of welicthes ol
courses thut  diverse from  the mem
course,”

From the red lenest ariher dine weiil
or wF o3 owmall sngle oo the el
coutae, thin and Tl

Pt leirase woe Taowi oo vy ol koo
me whial the axdal atdewde ol Sewetitr-
rinne was b e ncanenn o cecaps, the
volithig of penbabdlity now  bSocornes
rme.”

The angled ced fine revolred aboat 2
FrOSN Course Tne descrilane 2 thin aone,
ity Toee 1'-'_:-1 rrerd briwserd i sk, Carslane,
By phe bme rewolved sdwesal e axis of
the oo, AL leioa ol oresdidue bebind
il, weddcds hecame & thin, cransparcnt cone

Manping zaid, Our fAeld of opera-
tions lics within this cons "

Somieome Tirmng the llTlle‘J'.'b'IT ELS ]
to ootk The scene ssquinded 1iEt The
thin red cone Alled the screen aticd seeomd
for prafec] bern dntoo he poodn. e apcs
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almanat &t the cves of the wawchess. Then
g polar patoorn spocared across the cone
neRt he apex, acireular grid cwshed od
i tlcn white Lses, each Foe oedebesed,
cacly avea of aegmenl, macked wad oz
lettor.

Down the room where the cone was
|:|rg|~.1', uritber gnr: n-lrll'_:-e;'.:_lr\q,-d ','i;|11':'._=|.;r]_1_.'
m e,

Aoy el e, “YWe eammat sl of
cenacae; Al whil puant m e colliqme e
aretvets rsale Their sizire, We ke
Lzt the mstormibie cireats besan eceler
b 4 ROam. g the warp e oty
shiwes sipne of failure, the hnl_ fenimye
Bl tlee speeiriadl will fall s sbe we
ety Before e fei] wolzpees com
flelely, Therahire o conbl e s
dloasty velocdle betescen Todly  peursecs
per hor, 5 e ascipd lfure the de-
caleribion bepnn, ur il daoad aieder-
Fuht vyelgeity, which maght bk '.:-'|:|1':|*. if
the smwiveoraft binl sucoreded 4 g
ping o safeie Yefore (b el ool
T Temarerer, v that wise, thers wonlt] B
been mo explosion god onr speics wrecl
vicerms woathl baoee rermaanen] mo the
spicecraft, or retarned Lo BE e soom e
rhey ook anfa Thersfore s

v il
gratitgy the prolobdiibies oullnes bere,
the e r'cl WIS Tl Iu.- l:-e'l- secr the pluocs
of msimn aned rmimivea,  represcaaliog
prrape gt whimviam uresrd eelocivg
ard mimimnm forwars] seloabe, Hese,
zentlercen, 15 vour seacch ol

Tlie real of dhe stereo Dold went cot,
leievaany the white hues of the o gride,
Lateral linss s appeaved oo foonest
alerzeciiong ol the o grip wath the

cotresponding  interscetion of * the  aff
#el,

A are licpes”

Tiay Mises ol purple docked space be-

fare Lhe sivall ead prid The dises were
Sty e the prid aad popresented the
riccsiidin dismincs for space detecton
ol arnier.

Wilean et F-‘_|'I1r':1‘|'|il1ﬁ trocn herm
theoznm, Tle marmed, A iurh=rqieTing
stamding Hrere faal o bewtldered louk on
s T

g 4P

T powaleld,

Wrlsin.
Cormenoilode, Saqmose

e don’t fnd thers oo beasg Soac. Wead't
that far prid have o be pushed Tack?™

"o Wilson explaiood weazily, e
frocton of a lifeship s wiopel Tz
pocupaats down Below the selociiv ol
Hpht and ther ooast Since et prid
represents a ftorel distamee of about ten
Aght' weare, thew'd have o be fHeating
T ten wears ot the velocite of light to
ks 1, -‘l.1'|1. T S ] grer g l'rrln-'t
of  wesks, el her |'||1.' avpear  Tong
eriinzh b cover the thicieiess of ane of
the il lines,"

Py iij_rhT wrars |

VWilsim rulebend zmad repested, Thiz is
e pivnic" e trned Smm the tech-op-
el o e '||i.'|'|1:i'r:'\:'l tilsls, Clrnless
gopaenmed - Bas o betber spwestion, wee'll
sef uE s licsagonnl Dghl ssiilesn wilhy
g mafe  detector ceerladh ond atarl e
cutting & holo dewis throngly ths grid
ol along M gdisoe e Anionly
got sty ather suggestons ©

Ehpa-:'tl'. L_ﬂ_| Hoan Fins Falvenl s shnnle
Tas beswd, Mol voless soreeone Tas i
proved i O Wewad! wf Fligkd Proce-
fhapres * he sacs.

ey then, Hore wo gl
{"'L.H"r'l MO0 WILSON  leaned

A Bl and wemrched the *rrJ-:L a5 Lid-
witrtly gt an thre ;-111-:-:.--1'|p snd gase
the nperamiongl orders, The Trcde discs
regrraryed  themssives slowly iote a
’.'l-e't.-':gn:ﬁ' atice vwith their r:n:'lgr:.; P
Tapprimir, then the Hight beran fo more
foraard At the Ll:f rnmng dowr the
I'i.'lf" I'\I'F J-C"\-\.'i.': X :

Ceduebiare mzamcle of the cage roacds
e Al seldbe Hies a Foeskip wns deef
iz, nosulesalereroscse mnes alnne
dva wahazoe o spaue so mge thae highl
wailll' ke len FroTs 1o Iranperye f
sulusie oo Lop o hotsen.

YWilson zheok hif head and ook ol
his polacoids o heush Lis eyes The
sterer—eld  pollapeed Oat against the
frlsiss semeen a0d becdme & uieningleez
mimilile of Tioce YWilson pat his glasscs
leck an 'I'-.;:;-'"'i'l}'_

Crialadn Filwsirel s saiad softly
migy. Terl A5 Rl _her ™

Wiilsim mewdiles, 7 lenowr, 16t 1 can’

p T Lake 3t
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bl thinkuog how rongh ot masse e

.‘1.-1|-|T|" e

T Edee '|11-'r firsk i Aighl aml gl
i'l'r..ll'.'l.'!.l Il il |||'::l'."-|'|'|:l

“Te el be asiexpereae shefll meve
Feed, Dot de aloaslint b= wo Basl on
ber. It Zan'l ag thoogl she were aun-
pletely alene. vou ke ™

"Ioa, T supposc pol. Sie probably ot
aul with anywheare froom Lbeoo Lo cight
ithesd, A sk pE Dose wehes -acell, desl
tel! speerner, buloal Il Bhay  wers
repnlur s bnppers: T -0

£ ;it'r.ve;'-:'lll- alirmm riry sl |'-.'t:1'_'.'|:-‘b-c|'.-
jurnpted b the ulerl, Felwnrsy Harked :m
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proaled, “If's damocd inctlizisus, that's
alb T have bo sap’

Bilot Tock Norton shoagesd. We've
izl
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even rnore, Bl owe'll lsoall mipght
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cisarer, THL prwy pons e thonesanad alillars
fotosvery b urnler Wil wesk, ™
B T

ST EW S satel - Srm by, "W Hem
X ey, witness hia pledze. Da
sennetherg hrithinn. 1|P'|I s roniaenld,
:q‘llrllll:l_, waziel LT U calleer geweg e
bwenby- o ies one Ciousand dollars
Mew diad's what T call moc-lar,™

Bedtean growiod angrily, 10 thers war
el g T ['d take #on ap on
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“Therve pivitahly ik a0 5
te think.”

“Too e space pies,™ Tvorton pointed
ot ] T weling wou chovs iz noth-
g e catdo-about ity

AN iz, Forgel oo Le's bave some-
ihilig o 2at.™

"W dacdl cat Jalan bour, Aadrews

Chazles Andrews putfed on his civar
ATl T dee faboad sl

"FBranse wilve gnl o oo,
o Lk Dok of rales”

TRalee wre mdade 1 boehroken”
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oot l fi—" ol rews Tag po-
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npl skl wp o wcleee. He was ot
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cird oaly oy

It’s
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minds
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Fecer shook hiz head. Moo realls,”
ke said, Ro ceal allinnee cinoevsr he
P:-E-;j;.'l-.i hetwesn slallar races. The alli
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a =mall bul-adequale Sxabian to ey us
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pr-:-l:-ab]:.- codlect ihedr =odre et vethion:
nriag - mote il o conple of fatheres,
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the blankering mfzawnve <lat we are ap-
pving e edlo: of space sl mad
thar roderiplicn ol their Noel g Lo vosi
i woinal fae—er—-nv lEn ey
tocs ol ulsoduii. e -ciies (I nh Adler
witich we take thedt canluse] feed fothe
sept of their governens sl laks oger,
Then we &re e a real {wsilaar Lo ks
demands. . Nooe of is sarmle fioation
ang  enlmercy  eolenl  Wede of ting
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psolbor s apd peowcslovate. Thiz-will
b coaguerag el vangquished. "

iy wwe Uhey Jghc back 2™

PR wlad s ! asked Waple sascasti-
cilly. 'adder] wapedoes aod  A-licadar
Farpht™

“They oy bawe—"
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bscatitgg ol deecting, tiey  woulde't
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"o redize, ' sadil Taald, “thal o' te
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S matter baw o sel afe Qe apl-
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at wirdenge e ain tever he resoieed
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rats, !’

Uizl sher gt ont moee chan e
squedron  of  Feenty-fve.  spacectafi,
they'se oo real pack, comparsd to one
lazk foven.”

"You ey be ., Hlush]”

The dope opeoed. Wigpon savei Hook-
i relreshied iLI:I-:l alerl, |2'_|.'l:l:“‘tl:lﬂ, “ood
micrmny. - You've heaed the latesttt

Wt lotest 2

W e prolaldy loeated dhe dessna-
Hom-2TaT Framn noe ol O '.aug: =oaTa
along the fight path of the oeigioal
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search .;-'_||'.-'|-'_I|'n|1 af ey Liws S Ty
cralt, The irfrawazes e Gl vl calls
beaele and Forch, coomditohine e seiech
patlers.”

" Haar ane chey doang

Deponds,” vephed  Viggor - Raen
with & grin. " Iewrhe, o won meso Lol
their success ‘ooks immiinenc Rol ex-
eellendy. ii vou mean their wechrdgas
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itz fow desision,”

s SO0 as the door was closed b
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THEINE II i
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)
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ovizatici Cender was alive, aod chavior-
tog with Zats aac Znformstion Cand
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algniﬁcan' gas choad

e approwzhing ¥ou
postion:

“lot’: mgke
il toge Joer dzislead af vl
purpsce

"M FRNTRN o
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g iz ghsalie ondang ! T owizl e
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EE 1Y O T P ol o e
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grrume wheit loge o a iow chbne lighe
rears of space,

£ sl sy weo shoula eoncbine. ™

“1 still thick o slould dosa ol ade
clinncl apd et us take the pex

Hoan 't eie i Wieane?

ey, Ted., You'rs ruaning s os-
sroiet, Yon've the bos, We combloe.
We'llormers vou whore vou are and ce-
o lefore we maks Y rericn pas:.
n1g. ;
“Rirhi, Hagh, 1 doo’t want o argue,
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I}:."Fﬁ”ﬁ fn spuse. Wilssl and | bis
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the gsira-tecks msde e sighhingy am
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and Seliveres cpinions of sewvceral proa-
atle  coclosurc: ot osioons CLhose
wolunies warc horritly vast compared
with the wwote of 5 szeccoraft Tlhaew
were spherics!l, Indiceving the wargin of
erzor i prociEon-pinpoincng teir posi-
tica i decs space. Aod as the aecno-
teehs delvcored mare aod moce argls
tlhitiars oo G kooan ses e com-
prdes dolivenes smebler aod soaller ci-
clogutes as e Lrae posilion,

The problew: wos @ soalver of pacvaliax.
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theoroee distanr, i U haadt stants Mo
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atgle of 2 slme will sezzest o anctber
star, Pus it wos beosckremhesed e
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1= ttdes a7 sesonds of are

Pacallas Jg st nieazood Slrectly «ith
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fved gtare. Take n [_|3.-1'n-r|'.|-:i b crTTEEN
zalid angles, dependsd by points in space,
and the aper can G sxoistied for ooy one
spacinl positior,  Tepesr thesc solid-
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tht [T coEbion

1321t 17 the arhie of the Harth |:'|'|-'I'||:|";1-\.:t'!-i
only 8 second or sooof paradiax.ar, ar.l'['
crrar i ansular messurcrent of soc
waghitude peoduces an coior of 2 thoo
zaad lght sceonds. Aod the preasser the
srror L measurement, the langor ie the
vebwine o wonecrtain posicion.

s, twen, was thoir problem, L
cover, like a blanker, a wolume of apace
5o vast as complacely fo dely descrip
tion. AQ that can bBe said of b s o
couparison with a number of cubic light
years, Jad who can grasp the fathom-
[z disbaseee ol & light yeac? 1t s just
4 megningless statooat,

Byventually the scoond sguadion came
ufe aned e shipy ooilled sowd ualil a
lbpes space pattern was Inrmed. Then
Ll beccr siadeans began Lo setura aloog
Chie sancl g, ooz Line overlapping thiat
aree coiveped i Hoe Brel pazs alonr the
I:-:'rl;‘:ﬂ?l‘Hl Sl Thigehis - -

Alice Honing way woke app Do a fii-
fial s b ophe npddise ool the infraaas
resirwer,  Lbscrles Ancdrees wis flalen-
ing tn the rapic! chatter lack and furth
rroen nne sdpselrem b the nexl. He
lmobesr] o, ool wehien Lie cuaedin her
o b gaied I_"':i.“I“I"EI:'”'I.'_, ":'Nu*.:."rl:* 1*11:|.|‘E}
our loking for us™

L e she mnTmsrel

“Theee wnmdrons, mows Al o feaserh
Lz just Aeading ane from Poocyon ire'l
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ok Mortog eame sewiks with a ooy
“ S ke Edogs ol 1 e voared.

SRR P clasaaded]  Sandiews Lol
rn'nl'|'_p'.

Pl Hs oot 0l feesern”

“Thas thing " Lendioers,

sHaeter]
Thpt ching, Tt drivwes aze pomd thees

Lilowmos, That's pienty fanpewcbaarl . Foi
a Jdifeship "
A, mprested  Awbews, Cwhy

o't wee madl bk ager] booes 'rai plok s
ap

“Reeguzc nobody has ever touod any
directianal |]_|,.:Ii1'_'.r shiont the inTrarmues,
Tiat's why we cam’s aee ‘er foradenes-
g, ratging, -ard loczong, TP they
pcdied, wo o might be aBle cto use 'em
soieliow.  Lur thev're oot cven dizes
liceal lot alonc cchoing. Root anfy thad,
bt they are instantaneons mo frans
mizzion, sucven i they did echo ther
coubkin'l be wscd for ranging. o owell
il wasta powor howling for more help,
W spesid a Bit every hour, becavec we
veand 1o lel Cepn kaow we've still alive,
Bat lez uof wasle any wodc thag e
hase o™

Appdpews shut ofl the infrasase ro-
ceiwer, "IL was iaterestice,” heo sail
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sl Lleey ave oo the searcl” He shiv-
erend, “Ts al petting cobd o Jwese, o1 am
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pecal reacrator,”
“For what™
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high &z two chonsand BT per lonr
Alflauehy L aaubl i aiy hasao Dody can
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howr, IE vou've cold. vow can easily
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Wi docen't this fincen have azmall
pile
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lweisenn seme very sroall piles and
Eenerabing aear,
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FRadiz pll'::rs'r"'

“Tfor Gne . concral
ird Tocering.”

Amdrewz  siorseds "Tlow are ey
gaing to_ picl  apredin palies wher
thesre moing thirty or Forty cacsecs 4n
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"TParrgeraw !

M Pspadoso mrmeiie sl hoordom s
e "Worve noficed therez stll anoup
ans ddeen s CThat's i1, Bigt the danimed
thing  radisres  hear hise  mzel, - slonyg
with protucing iz pmrahc Geld T owarl
tocamssrre all the et we e, Warh 5
fizll eemnlervenr at surcivors, fhis -c.]ulq.-l,'.'
can sty mere than comtor@bly wurm,

1 owiarel les il
abl sy

But with only three, it radiates more
than iz comfortille, Coms on, Aadrows,
T shawe vog this grame, o™

Alice felt fhe gravizic pull diaoinish,
and ther Merton was back in dve main
roorr of the Tifeship Lle eamic over and
“RE o beside hog

"Cold, il

Alice shiversd, ™ luzt a Titde
_S{\'::"'i'.l:’-_" Tl gt wnrse gt

“Pepbable, et ror oo miuch, 15 we el
exercise heaily, keep the pedsl genera-
tor going, snd eatr heactly, wcll oot
fght oo loging a batile apaicst radia-
tinp, "

She shivered agging lock put 3 lacpe
but gentle hand on her shoulder "Ly
me owarer yol & ki he osaild enllly

15 This

A VICE lotked at him cyoically, “T'm
+ & ot thee cold;' she told him: 5
did not mmove, but the tobe of ler voie:
miade Rim rooiove hiz lacd irom her
shzulder,

Tle zmiled at her.
be cvenruaily”

“Mevhe, But thers sre blaokels. s
U'm et above akiog a lurn oo Lhal
podal foperato: uyscli, Fou kaow ™

"ite nojob foua woman, Alie”

A ariffed conrceaptueasly. ' This iz
po plece for woman: or aean 2he sl
Ut 1 ocan call sne ot oweglil, .
Naveoa"”

“Fou've a solid ehamcier,'’ he sk

“IMee abaavs deoght s’

“Thiz iz roinge e oget soaples, Alice,
L't fer D litkle srre Sieanliy 24

“Bleaning what?”! sbe st feile

UMeaniog ooly Whal o dlesoree Letler
thay that Napolesn Lype down Hhiered

Adiee lavglbied dooa beilthy lome, VA
vou're bt

U b i lat oose fio™

“Mo doubt. Sawd o oeetboog boo o
What Z0 Fou cxEcet i0odo whay Qi
b Peeonies Doliow B

“It Ragn'c wvet,”

I+ il gzme daw. Youocant pooon
beng g shightly ireesponsitle Soader @il
o e ™!

RN e pr,

Yo e,

b T

Likely 11
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“Look,” sawd Jock Norton anprily,
"Emoostill cunniog this, Gicship the way
it's. aupposed. to e um”

“A¢ a hundred an koo ™

“hfavle se, Dut let me sske o,
which ome of ng would vou cather baws
arewimil right nower The fmsined space
etk ot Hhie l\..'-l.'!:-l‘.EI.'i.'I iy 'i:l-\',,:.l'Hj'TI'_',';‘ll

“That's a Iool question.™ said Adlive
“Logded to - the pils Yeu koe e
answer oo that Bue ouce we gel ek
|.'|.|:l|.1.'|l: then

“You're not homing to imarcy that

dreed-up Liftle—"

Alice langhed, almost hystericaliy.

“This wall Wl vou, but wosl you
swearrmer| e 1 s :-.-I‘r"|'|l?|.'..lr vath  himm
az owell as taking ks diesson, [ hadn't
eeadly lanked apet Chorles Avidvews as
.:'|.'Il_'.-'l|'| g FTE TR |r|1l|||-.'t-'|‘ "_':l'l.rve' hi's
mak Bn = Ty TThaeie Mal, my |'\-'I'\-::-‘||‘II.‘-T
amd my e W e
Fatlier ool gisaadilher. Bue Wre Ao
drews e ool wy e of B lweer

Tk MNaiton uldead sobsriy, He bl
& doecp breath of salizfwlioa, Al ooe
derwont & swilt revizion @ lds oseodal
claseitication of heov. She cdsueged (rome
a oury-bought miscress to beoacdueel
by the offer of real fun andd pazzion it
8 wonmn wih 0o cusstional eounesUdoms.
tor be sedaeccd for che fun of 1L Bath. in
ortom’s mingd, =dre @i ,-.*:nn-:

S hat'y L R with m-r'r 1':{' askoed,

" Hnchiag mock, Jock Wormn, exeeps
Uit wmi're mssendilhe ke

Iln.rﬂl_'f'?”

"Laey,"” ahe eepealad. "Wt 1L lunth
barreiz, or will son take i with sapar
“Llard. What's. weonp with we?”

“You're cduczed You kiow o lon
Yor've cxplained chings that sciger
Mr, Andrews nor | had eper dreamed
n'F: et wlome nmcderstonnd, Yoo bnoaw
wonar wayy aronel apnescrafe, knowr 5 ot
of the bosdc ssemws, ook thae ot
el be aoseieolizl, bl yon've bophi
crough e grasp che Jde aded snidee al
work, Bub wlsal <dg swoid ol mhimet 37
ol jockey aafacr, diehad of cizging
i and makdup it pay off. Yoo ook ol
the ccagy way out instead ol wioekiog fw

i Alice Tooked: up st Rin sharply to

g b b s I:Lkihg ik, el Ehen she
addled, Vot have the aaly lithin peesel
it bas the osotal el oo slaaed ugs
and] dlivecl eperationg. Inaead, woo argue
and beackslep ™

Harshle he zaid. “"What woodd peud
biave e do—abe 4 swing at Napolioon
when he g on those short biod leps of
|11b and I.'ll:ljt'Ll.'h or demandat™

dan't know |'ra ot 8 speceiman,

Tesponsible for the Tens of three people

at-z hymilred ey an honr ™

o dar T geing tn showe thnse
hatnlts! Ash deosen v dheead,

OThe Agl T st tem hack at pon 1

Bl vonghly bk ber shonldfers
his hanls. He Lwisled e b fiee b,
clapped deowtt i her anfl slioalders
ikl she cueoed be [awee up Do coosplado
wirth wellng cecz He puu his lips on
hers and tried o Deros some wcaetidl
mtn themy, she osubiniteed eabisde, aied
when be fourd no response aond opened
his eyes, she ams stacing at bin wacant-
L
 Abruptly he lec ke oo, She relased
i e st

T ot atraid toowork,”
a haliow vmiee

“Prowes "

He wat i,
i,

he zgid in

shie TF.]:-FF:'J 'E'.il.+|}'
it her there, and weal

"r

WH--‘EGH =t i the [nforoatioa

Cemter anid eved the search grid glumly
Ft seretrhed sterecscopically out in the
e i b At s vacamt nenwark of
pleaming white hnes frosted over wfith
winge  shadenz, . meelk whers the
gzttt haed cvpeerer]

There wore a lot of vobeichet sraces
—a hords. & mgeviad,. Oo The il wall
was & charl, showiog hal cdae spaml-
roms of mweaty-fve spacecralt cach s
patrelling buck and forth theough the
wnchared  wmstes, seelting the. spaes-
wrecked  lteships,

The nupldenimge ot ems the honcly
repoel feoon Dotk lfeships, T o Tios
aooeons Rty o the ek aol oullEog
for aid, vavizibde aiwd adenel Sk ol
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1'I."'I.||"|- |.|II1r|;L_" |||' ard, Tme omly resdoiig
w|_|r|1:"rm;.=- A HE T"ur the  stpemichizg
wpEmIETIL o H'u: bfeqh-y. VRiE T
erpeipped etk the compheadsd -
ware pihome, hos only =.l.' th the snrsle
sz prniber, cilerl fe rrmnemac the
sesirritfeibion sl of che ok

Can the hoor ihey cane in, ealling
e Gooes,  TTORGlp Rewsile-bioe,
":-:rl:'rl.".l'.l:-'-:l-ij.'l!. Mispnber Tleee’ M-
hot Two bas oo been hezed Teom. Pre-
Al L wies oot s weg, ol Tacdil
shirdle The prarle

Woilmam

i las Ofiperianls el
iretoed, Woas Aldice o ?"-.'I‘ll er T el
Muwmber Thros, & wol siie gu Nodtadap
Tweoand it had foundeeed ?

1i she wers still slive: whar kind of
icllows supvivovs wore withh hor?

Hechoped she weas with o group: 1

ghe had blewwo out oo lifeshiz with
ody ong other—well, Teod Wilson did
ol Lze e idea. (3 colwge, It was doose

rostomary than oot for a vorng woran
to-Jowe Liphtle belore che vated perma-
aently, Tlere waz-a lot less cheoes of
veadidsy into macrivony widc-cead and
aocant o wlal i was all sbour

Buz Wilsan, I willing e Jec sgch
oot Eedtie pnall, swoudd havo pre-
ferped that Aliec have ber clance o
pick “amd chaote, vatker S heve the
mErker EEurnae apon e in e andddle of
a Aludseniog  sidbatica, The  paszion
that  comce with' Phe shadow ol death
i85 ocnly the instioet of vacial prescres-
tion, and [t pmies wcn fnd woilhen oo-
Auted o oooc anotier during  subse-
gedol g gl gudcl

Aboee wil, he did ot wane Alice e
cicege feom thiz moment of pevsonal
dagger morally bond th zo01e ansuit-
able raase bectuze of oo child eonoerqed
vnder “he shpdowr of the sammd |

Llengelss, after rive ool '\-'|Ir||:-:'-=. “TITIE

e r_'I- tewik  the r11|_1'r"'-I'ﬁ'-'r||-

lu|.1.1'=-:]r gl called our vt suees mothe
vrrarEve bl cnlled messizes ar hiass,
a.0d q-*'._]_'-'ln,inr:-'j hetar gy T
epers sealring the dery Back vl He
eanld on’r J"' that he wonld be feand,
thar 7z yoice . wonld gies - Alice T
hrm Bandeeen Zor baype

u.il:;l’l 1

He vetzld 1wk | sore the sassenmers
feor e ekl '\-'|.i.7||..¢"\-||'| i1, =wen |13,|:1
ihedr poeeipers Dirned gn, l:qa-;-.:u.,;g in-
Travwaes vareivers ilrink np oA lor ot
prewier il Dreships are ot egipped
wilh HETRY s oreserrs, s [heme '|1 t Arms
1] M B Y T e o AT ok 11:- T .|111."1'11"|:
fore than the bare aeressiides of e

ing

The zearcly prid ez o Iroowsleal
COIC, atnd e whdened e ol nished
seecci Bad fealle ke the siedles end
ol 1he cane: Tlere wes |hv I".m--l sletnd
of the eone yat W he wordeel ol Has
provided more wolumz than the ¢yiterden
raben out of the middle, T4 alo prosdded
8 shovror scarch path es the scweehing
spucecrait: built oue the voluoae,  eing

et ring arownd the frst pazs along
the e of Lighr,

'I"'.'--'.', e b oone sde a8 detector ]'r:-gi,.'s.-
bere, cams! Braughc oevery mano i che
firet tn the sl Then they celaxed -
bappaly aeim as the soooter cetvroc?
with anorker Tepore ofa small gas cloud,
Wilam cwagehs gelvmdy ther they had
chisrivrered -.-.1'-:'-11gi1 HTMUE IMEOTE, U
climeda, amd rrpegakened comecs mo ot
g1h [ Pk p o | ETTT O

Then hid siemann wis fSdase frord
Wiz smen persetal lremalces Lo jhe or
sivil of arocker  sguadver from Cer
Gudrs, He Fawrd hireself Tnrse el jusl
iTE rw osesrch patterr ro gocommorite
thes mear cond: nErnT,

Haeeved the palletic . Lhe
o 0wz good cadiagl,

shared arl

-"I"IlJ_'b'.L was the basic aserepsre of
e [ul squadeong spocad oot Oat
izt 3 apace latico thet pan backosod forth
Iropn paccow cnd e wide vl of (e
core of probebility, There was are ull
aquadron of roving ships thar oo gin-
Iemsly bacle amd fn Thoacross the fertorn,
just o copy with the h-:;-."'ﬂ‘:li-d.ﬂl.t‘ mL
tor,
me sgquedron was weriend oab either
el of the seareeh grid ae spmee morkees,
verth o eormmuter shipoal either endd I-e.-
MEIT AT B oo stk -C\,'{In;'l\.' T TESIT S]EE
coardinates, T'he g search o pabern
shvtilsl] Arom e 2ol to £he uither, wrul
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if they come back to mise the marlier
£hips, thev retrsced rhieir path 2o that ag
spacs went neanhed

The inirewsse chateered o
-"._{"I|1'_|Ir.:|. :'-_'ll'l'_l T WHS !..-II'ITI:I_ 'Fl-r
resinre Uhesdore. YWalam

“Hiow're v ormrng '

WA et repedien, VA efre chl s at Al
wakzel B far wee Teeven’l seen herl’

'; i
L3I

Daa't forgel. Wilsed., Dece's oo
sl orieh Bhedw e Hhe ecnin

wqi

Teel wincted Lo saige Tack songrily, T
all T w0 was, " You Joo’l mbad 001
take thiz scarcly perzoaally, do vou, Sed-
siival Btera s Poe oot osorlooking :
lisa 1_~|:|:|u:u:*-

oty oat | do adrut that
Vedry i o St omnre TROTTENT to Hye ThEa
o ot Thr_' vy

"'|“1-.'r_|J stipmmEs oo coald - s

FRilior that, s i-:n;wl_. it up, Wilzan !

By, Ped waid wearily, 4 Ser all
this 5w Llack . ang sshite ok 'm o,
Fither vl e sieessstil—or e
wamiL

Tack.

ERpazentan s bl Sihiearal !

Wiz weetal nle tes i |-r|'-:'-|||'r|g. e

Gl s Aanlieas aone el booo b
sdorr wadi o besle uire He flexes his
afrng, book aogbees breath, andd mopped
Tis gl el sntk o haneleerchast. TTe
sitl cloewr besicie Ales sl osmla] oat
her el v,

"That thing is & wances woiker,™ Toe
said, brcaching decply. “Nothing ks

ryercise o make 4 dnamn Teel (e dgwl
ot
Ades kel vy atr Fime sk zome

wsesiend . UhIr Amfreees, sl e
.-5'.||- prn the kivgd neoman ,:;1-,- SenE
thiet ARG am i I o 111*5 zhour
siwceeleles am? bl e ingefinl of
et s

Mo gaite that bad, oo oless, Wil
qaite, Bur Srigh Jiving dove kéep o nin
gheirp ane hard. | darcsay Toacequitlsd
aneselt vl on that pedal peunersiol
despite my ffty vesrg "

Yoo doubt ™

Aoddrewrs chiekled, I g0 hetter
He e o (olot frend The man iz
Big. tod slawaded b mraaseatar, Bt he s

gufl [fom Jack of coccrelse Wel hell
atbenapl 1o stay ihere ledygor thao T odid,
T puezs"™ g

Yl ol

e ceyed her sharple.
lwer repetitions dry rople.

“Which, incidentally,” he said, "gives
toe iy bret cbanee o gzcak widh vou
alome zinee wo ool off from Eacde ™

“That's s, Lint—'

s LleoimEtmy, VO Are AN a-
cesdingly brizsk worng wmmen, strrachive
snd dmteliigenr Maw Loasloa voa e
erer taleen o lover

.'f'.r'qlfh}.. 'r-\:il

“Mever considered it

ohe swied iy, Ivenalzy, Al
wornet kvl sbagtat, WMozt da [—er—""

Alice Tt herwire sl awa wnoer
livly, The dirsct, fromm] atrack had pot
her off Mitlancs. bt she realzes that
Lhrs vesia By |-:IrH'.-'.'.' e VY

He hatl smuler it her areertainty,
aing e il he " e e [ he ihe

not o misstag

fisi

when he o roted  the  tpddin
arzsement o her e ownd s rhvlE o8

B e T 0 T T Tyl T
vilieriem ol PINTgE reen F O The spuees frims
e 1o whean e Bade fareaesl]
':I;II.'I"'iI.r'_:'- STEE T (O T § A 3 ki 13
T aimeiin

4 1T 5.'.:'r.'|.' [ FHA iJ'.L' I IE; I"i ol I‘II'.'-'\E'. =OCTIH

whove : he seaced grouy,” whe sidd,
“Ile ey ovcn be dirconop 0L M-
dreswes g carctolly,
e thang bie ke well—oeeser o

dowic o ceval T sebesses ':'.'rl'lg'hr on g de-
Tebsive  avhiiude CTER o TR f T | | g
aind tho zolico 1._1;.c]l foat Hmr"lthe'rl-..
Aoelmear eawiee ctail! he e e
rwrten Duild-vpt seul lear dowen,

CORING at Alics thowelidially,

Antitews oot up and began to duen
e thremgh £ few Tnekers, Eecouaaily

funzed s Dlzendees cand broopht i
Tiar.

" sl b fariliar with these lite
ceos,” be il ber, with 2 disarming
gaile, T laqae Toremain in dgnorance of
themn. Bist T fsml what |owas afer
Maw, Miss Hasiteasee, f won'il grretch
o, T tuek v dng and s e ger
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SR sl
That §© com wse.” she said hooestiy,
The |'-1.|r|.-.'-“r frelt i, Sooodid B
|‘--.:|.'|-:4.:n:I 5|_'|_1|:||,'|H'1'i.-|g ot Hie |,;||;'.,r|'-:\-.°:|'._, |k
:_h-.'ing r:rr'."ull_g.l rerder and proper An
dredws was 3 mneoth opecator ol many

venrs’ eperiees,
F:-'.ﬂa‘n:r:l.r:_'.-' she slpyat
Meewteews Troaed] mowslher Ccepar, il

sepinbied i1 Luoeaidle, Bis aves g
et Lhe apctal veadls ol The calsbn. He
wrag Ltinking chac he disliled Tack War-
ooy dabzenacly, allbnagh Le kiew  iat

chidnees i - sutivisy] werp helper wji_]'._
Totlou's  lsmidsh, nlecfering  proseos
ian  withoisl, He wos lgccd, e owas

wie v, hedwas abuee Gl pegerisal of e
Choae weske i iz spacewreck buei-
OESE. ...

2anoovdeely tapped Compoodore W il-

angy oo e slwoulder, " hlessape  froam
Terpe." o saidd

Wilsaty proanet and peached or o the
lelpelcee bheside ez hook. “"Wilson

T TR TG i bl 1

M Addenienl Stene, Wik, a now dhip
I o the wiee T owarl vou 1o pet ibco
Wi thdegr Dully, 200 T briclog eou
[

haow lype of a.J["'

el Aol o ew sl buf aodne oow
wpapeenl, Tle Toaleawasc Seetlicn of

Segaewr Tlepartneat Basliaticn Lab-
ufsinty Bl wdne  expedibciial  gear
thay wnnat Ly e e actoal sesvies ™

" Exprrinental gear #

'alicer caperitoent, Yilson s sup-
poscd o beoan infrawsae detsoling mod
paliging deedor, Iz showr low grade
coR[oEe #0 dar, @l it may be oeaticely
paclkess Ao vou, Bul Hadation nciz that
poecn syucthivgs Docomplete and ercatic
isae be better tharn golog it bling. ™

Wison sat up, inecested, TElma daes
i* wotler™

Phrned 1% | ks, [F bomle o owhale
SPITSET  pREEs myocarry the pmle The
miglos it tigl [t piled inowach e
rad hmling wire, wmd when the orale
troke off the wilwamend techs wene ill
conmecting  cables  and :l:r1||,1.-.':|'|_; the
mws. Br—horroe yon festing

Vired aned -Tust-uted,

Ot a0 bad joke 2V

e -

anoon mand have w8 Taagh, Wilson
This _|-;i=-:r|||| rermimde] me of the oow
ol thiek marde shoes so fasc diac it
pral bewalees shoemaler: ot of work—
amd il bk ol EieeT men o o
i3

A allener eaesied . VHen Stome agd

WL Wilasbn T Usmaght v’ Bles
ro ke wc'ce poabaie The leds weve
ot inko space ar sone Bl sleaihl e
whang 11 anothee hous or bea.

“Yeak—thants, Achoiral Siote, And
the joke was fwooye, ol beasl the Arsl
cime [ heaed o 0L swas T peb on the
cubes and wait for e 2lip!”

Wity Commedors  Toad  Wilson
clitnhieed vk nf his Bunk and begat o

diseps L2,

E"'lh-.nl.'}"-.- SARTT sawad, “nopr wes
buoe owee sluwml Hos meee '_I,'I:lr-_._-,-'
delinibele ame uf the cliss where the in-
dviciual 15 of @xlremne srmopurznce o the

whzle, Thia belies beth the -:_._'m11111._.;'|1__ T
irsoct type il e asimrchishe, neoin
dividualistic [ype. The juembity of men
and wachinery ther ate poaring dnhn chis
svarch i3 armaeing. ™

“Thiy arein’t puch eloses Lo e,
attered Bemin Mavlo, "Aad wa'te anal
ingE tipe,

Yo think zo

“wWoo botle thinl =
said Arery

T W
it snrprise,
W =,
Fromes,

Trastl amd Mayio looked ar  onoe
sukither, tenzing adch their eves, Hinally
Tasll nndded and sid. “"Yon v it
Heemn ™

“Te's avresdy beon said' Repin Nav-
e lonle poimbediy at Linus Broin ©A
ey or s apo wou cluimed that wou'd
]:m'-r\-e-rl (LS Telhyt p"l'nifi-.-{- infrawaye
FTTISEINN l*mr Toked s thoweh annesis
righe T f= ¥ rw te ._’H"r-|-'|.-.- i -.mehng
||.r|:-:{r*:!';-l\:|;|"'ll1 __l-; 'IE"rII K

"Then it s my comtention that any

Faven TwAll

tEarri bokod al thomn
‘Then mazhe: [ have the
Ler oz loar sl sugacs-
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Jabwps we rrider juminat tJ-.i- e sheaiid
f.-r' |r|.|.-|]|-' Irl."'l:'i'\lTI" ATy II|I|'|.l LRk | I'Ill.“Ti‘I ;r'i."'l"
cisch o rleteriar ﬁrlr] TET vk

Wohe P dercamided] Viggon Barri,

:R.EH‘i.‘I W:l._'.-l-l [k ab Yus comotin-
afer. "We'ra lnsing a techodeal wilean-
lage, . Wielther we go in with o henign
adil peacelil-losking air aod show then
Tnoa bdgr arad sasl weave, or wlether we
plenge Loaod Iat ‘e witl overy bat-
Logy we™ve ol dand peddes Sei o suh-
eigaicay, welve par too do il heloee any-
hody spceceds in making an lofrswarc
gpace detector Underacand &

Wigzon Sarri lscled from one o the
other, grimly, "% ou beltevs I'm wasting
timet [z ther it F"”

The - tes addes anzweded
e o] TAhsolutely 1

Wiggon Harel snid, "1 am still in coo-
msod o this force  We'll continue to
ctzorve votdl Loam satisfied  You owe
officers azve ooe common ide—that of
moving in fast. You dave Sifferiog idens

Lugeddiar,

nt b e wre fo mote a0 Until you oan
settle Fuir rifference  dnd '|_1-|n."r'||- TIHE
with g-:_.a;,d Ir:-g'u._..-. lgrats o vinT 1=
cizi=—whirhewar wiy-—lthen we'll fol-
lopw oy prlam. Amad my plan 1= b T o

jEsk s osnon e owe bave e dala
oin thie chidsuster aanl sitrengih of Lhis race
t provide ws owith the cormel way 0
tike theer.”

“Then you wre @aing to continue stall-

irgr" demanded Nuyla

“Wes, a7 won wish moil i 'cml,lﬂg
Muvir :|1'.|'\-r1:||-r miun reaght call i plan-
ning, ™

W e gnat wasting dme, iz Tye
alrenedy s We have emomigh stioff to

tiler ' righl 1:-:_:--.--'."

Vieeey Ravel shrupgged, "Yes We
could swoop in and take them ike movw-
ing down & whese Seld, Tell me, youre
med, whar heppens whicn wou mow dawn
a wheat field,™

They ooked at hio blankly,

[Puwe pape]
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iEzoh srathed tnoa .-:ury-.rirn- TTHLUTTIET.
e 0T e b, |||;'Ia-e'.'r|||1'||ér dfatan
Panw won wperes, M oaman miew O dosen
and leroit 'A'l. LN |‘|'|||? sepde il mesk
asar it e |,1p tlcieer, -Tf PRI il
g, Temie Thie sl soaan with i

sod A1 the hedil, W kEE L 1NEIENS
],:Jnl.' af Gt srarnrthles fedaa wony.  dem
some iy o memnees wesnloand brisi—

which than mmal b reiaies?) toor aiud
brench betire ke Soelas '|.-L. '.5.51"" wpiizi,
Taisl remicsrnlies, we ane aflel & s -alvezhle
emchaagpe 0D eoanng, el awiwiber sellac
swstern b Tl s congquest ol {he gake
ot |||',I ey ot rhabdeen el reasd. Towaiil
vy Tewictd e, or mesl wockhs Hacelug
e ol meimen docs net have
el appeal.”

He was Lall ssodingy vl s hands
chiseti-int e, Jis lepuckdes oo the mbls
alpay g Time ag be hedaed Dorveard to
drivn hig facts o,

0" he adided acsrhingl. Mave won
bvenn Nirelaririgis oy st ] st o o't
et Thaet e o b ctile oo sinele Toas
chivcie wl s busioess of Ll ?  Sind
hal gour Leesl paward ab evciiide s
L-rﬂl'ﬂ.'ltlk: A hivesr Lo a0 2l and ovrent-
(e ale mdtheut soves oy B up somcahers
Ceag Lz loe by waaking 5 lob of ddiote
Tifpanss

Wigenn Sard Gdeed on a bect and
willeec il

BT ] Tl
Fieine.

AN b g ik T Tl asbecd,

Tapws Beein sleugped. e iz go-
clenbitedds wiedt, Frsides, s don't knoas
il there am il koo aboal mhe st
race pan hers eel”

""Clh__ [ETLE g (ARG o JETY [ I

Lamis Vireir soondal Ha sl slowls.
e e = s ermiy schisllied oF ol
1_|:n:_- qT ntj.rg:'n-hn.-:lﬂ‘l'rm."'

e cn s troen e g ar cepe
of ther srmmeies thel ey aee

tuence? Lo Linos

Tamiee gdded. O Prokably, hot o not
|'|n:-;i+i".ﬂ=|" "'
Rewin Maylo s "And whaty gec-

I'\II'II'I_l T.- I:"|'J.'\--'II

"Tees amay b contratcrrepe, =
T P

Tarnaz Brewn ammifech; Y To wlitch cae
fvarn Lisbh sl e wee nast seiizh nae s lepa.
Crelimenleet vt th o st mee e wraaig
vy amed v have e guliavas wills ah-
.=||i|:|l+e|_g.' 1|-::-!|:i1:l§ i rpreear nie s Nle-
fortrr, busy besaang whuoble Pt ol
kvl ool disailer ol pae armtiier oo il
oo sleronabs. . Secbedote ety al ol
stark mncking badi=bakeal s, sei'd Bas
el pel o beads bgedeer aad plan
sapeidibze Ll sestioel- reassiable 1o ar
B Buoas, Ripht

¥l

C DM MCLOEE WL evcd the
spacecralt Al nf hastile assembled &
srrinents with = prinjaee. The i avaz
sparmg with Inehs sdiy eoln peoriags
ing ceilloscapes, eatshiog ireler:, amd
duecring with  aipnal g uu:c-.'rh A
EL'-P_':" COEEE v 1|-.=:||.|.-1.-'|.:'t. i "|.| clrarie b
wis o Fplatzer of SiHe Ticksoimg graen
siftfanitibs g oluik paleles.

"This idce iz Lopalosaly  hapsciee)
Virllzon smid vnhepeily.

CIeosuie is, said Space-Tach Mauce
Mo, Bt eserethig G5 a0 et ™

“You bope o miake someching our af
e ’

"W hope,™
't e osue

TBul aurely thisopdle of jualk has heen
twslael L fote > =

Sullizon Ak, §

Vs pesults ™

Moomae. Weter had as el ax Heve
miinutes of constant operation oac el i,

A5 be spelr the hemisphers over
theic hends #ashed 8 ol bright preen,
thon went bleele O Bell tinkled L
whape and-oa couples of mchs doopped
their ootz and header for the Tack caem
ot bl doebbe, A zoupce of oftars soood
uoctromn theic woork and Ve cigesctes -
cavees their matommiots bad gone dead,
Sormie of the ree conbinuesd o guirse their
particalar pircuits Gsecaiae that seedian
wag sl THmning

replice - Adliamy e

Afler :-an:mrirlr e operiinm s
which ser .,1||r| hired gome By, Al
weartl or, W e e begven] pliae el
vrder anvthing bt wdea! conchions.
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We've bl !='!_'\l:--l'.l:!¢::riL“ ol oot G spo-
i._-_i'ﬁ.-r'd ||5'\,'r:|1'||'|:-.~.I fred uys e g’jzl]‘:d'&- atid
fonani] fragineniis of ruspraise 1gll wlere
there shonld be w reaponse.’”

HThmt h:||.'|.|:_'.- fand’, 34 2L f enmnient-
el Whlson.

“Tl's a0 starl. Wei lave to Starr some-
where,  Badin—inow  its smec? The
firal :rJl.-E“'_-:.n.i.IIL wazs aent sorosg the nrean
a few hundeed vears ago from one aman
to the other aftcr they hu-;l mizale i -
plete plan as to cme, dute, loeabion and
frenucney, and also the tramsmitted mas-
g, Sure crsugh, I;|1r“.-' god Ih1'-:‘:-'.|9|"|
That. taa, was noder the wieal fest oon-
ditions,  So owhen we foally esseenlibed
the hall-a-huadeed separnte civenits and
devices that mude it ook as Uaogh we
aught hinve pospacy rlelh:ll-r wi il g
targets, nimed one egaipoeel, and eoked
for 3 R T G 'u.']'i." v here shouid he
I:I"'f.

W don't knnsy selwere oLl largct iz
whjccted Wilsm,

“And we fawven't web fived up fhis
eguipment fooseek o target ol unkoown
position and miege," admitied Allizon
“ut this genr 32 better thap pothmg”

Agin the green spats Lickered in the

chpre over e u.B.-.‘i.:. )
“Wohal de @l thase spots pean
nelead il
“Thise are [alse wargets, prolebly
cosel by backpround nolse. Althengh

the miftwsve i aciscloss, we sall seem
b e greltioge it D, Briedrich dizagress,
Heelaoms tlus je ot noise, bat moer
feresices,  Howower, the soad docinr g
et at all cersain thint the s calle! micer
feremoss come from Socabeed comilitiins
veithisn the aquizment ot from Pxferral
aourecs. ™

Wiz :-;hr:.1;-:'§-:ve‘.||. T oot see low
its dore with @ oo e thal bas
Acither a derechional quradice fioe 4 velacity
ol 'p'rll[l:l.g:l.l'i-.::l'.."

“Tha yods wikderstand  Aecum T

T osbppes! alwoctly belore Vaters, Ac-
eipmiladve Batl iz soomack pothooks
ol s kel of fapcr fo me ™

Lm, Then 18 find 10 hanl loespbon.
The theory seemiz fo be desnomstrabde,
and  thac a;:n:q',rnn!nf;h'n mchermbics Ly~

holds the experfimental evidence  Liat
thiere hasn't wie heen an sceeptabie wer-
bal dezcription of whar hagpens"

“1've ofren wondered, l=aving the mom
directional goabine oot of it - why o
conidn't cut onr emitting power and
.n.-:_'-111r-hl,'|'.=.' commTte  TaET |_'|" rl'an:rl.-irJ:.
the 1 1#._'|'|1"1'l§_r o F.'i"T tromm podistant antra

wies tramnsm| .Fr

Allizan  shook laz  hewd, Ol
eomagh,  the walvoe stheoadies that
ezl with mdialics: shows dat foc oy

Lypothelical  sadintion wilh e fodinile
valaeity of neoopagaticn, thero can be ng
allentafion  with dasiaoee™

"Bleang Lme we sboudd Lo able 1o
teaamil all the way (e beee oo hiell
and baekl™

“Bot exactly,  lafrawave rmdidtion
COMEE i quEnts, Fou kranze. A Itlowatt
COVETE DWD point ome, seven mine thres
51X plus parects, Twn kilowsrhs covers
tarce that dizfance minus the ninc ol
of twoo poiot, soven e three sz plus,
I'hree kilowsics covers theee fimes fwn
pMAnt e cefera, nuivus two o times the
minch oo, Allson '\.'h."|gg::d anil .-g]'-rr:|:|
ks homnels

MLV spooas b goeed, ™ Lie i, “oodicil-
2B o Ul ol sotae deviliall -.|.I& Atloi—
vz fovgoioc the Hgare hat e Tad the
mEsiel eopuier ches Hoous adl the big
agehine at Radiatbon once—air addition-
al kilowazt just sleeeea the signal cower-
spe distanes out by a microg, Buot il you
dan't pus dn e henest xilowato, ou
dor't excite the infraspace that carres
wfrawzves, At i vou potinoa kiloe
widt and = lalf, Fen have T hses [ty
the hElc

Wilson grnnbed, “HWice o hsve things
caee ol evern Wl haes Eluants Lthial
b Creatnz wanled the Tecran Balowall
e aqual e quanta ol inlvawiaes dis-
imace i

Allisom lavghed, "Poor argument,
E'“|1r~'111r.-'h:\-r" 'l.:'l.il'c.-"n Acmaliy, the 1
i% pevnd 'r1'r||:':_ e1zrhil it fonit "'|I.1E R,
it 1o r_1g'.-|r A s :-|1s'r conmie o so-
vept The fgare as-a bbeasdt, st oas for
everrdiy knlthon we aeerpl the lass
I't‘;l:l']l:":l ny are II'. I'I-'."I 'IIIIiT.|._l CFTIE. I‘.'l}-;l'l‘l. E:GT'



41 STARTLING STOHI0E

gees, o tulhn Dans poible - Cwf JAE g
rale—""

Thete was & pul of someching, aad
& 3olwel Like the panecwrs of o tive. The
grecn speockles ot lhe s donte mesgod
with ane apsther zad becapwe 3 rias of
Haming wrecn, Thoee were shoaws aad
crics and a lor of baphazard avders and
geveral techs scrambled toosnap mgele
yurnches,

Drivarsi dest pomiatnn s 17 W Lechis swemit
hessd-Arst fnen a cack with & padr of
pligzs s o sndrlering. imn. He bocier
BN AT T i S .-|-1|1'|g Eide - |'|.|.'|'|r iy
Ik bl bt e ch

I||r|3-1I I acler L ot
prsgesset The weh picked o neee,
shivg ey decdad fromr a0 snead? e and
wioil Doto e rack apaia, When he
cadinz ol e Lioee lwe pEee 4o Loarse
cheer, Toppies wers suappod back aod

the spreckles roapseaned.

{52 ol the pecbs came up to Allizon
and =aid: koo Chisy apot L tlueee, 2ir?
Tl o jeat thiz side-of e siplor-one
degyoc lonmitnde sivele and | e polow
the forrv-fve larireds rine "

it of

itowas nosmall roamd dige
than an lch o dizroeter,

o thick that e be 3 seeponze ™

Wilzan szbd, "o mcsn s tarmekr
Fogaible cve ol the Heships

Ak oL P

"Il Rawe A seooter gooodb aod ses
What's its spacial pogition P

The reche v ancther Iinke 7Pl s
I"'1|-|' 1+'.r e p|11'= [ rI-F|+|:|-'|¢- el Pn""" thres

T HILE

W, I"‘r\-'_.- novshart 7 dermamile) Y Ben

i redin 1'I:F|a awis, i

CTHem e

“Uh, pbont L A persec,

Wilson proened. U Haveo't wow de
teravine? ang spazia’ attihde

bk, mie

The amgde of Lhe ship's axis weid
peapiecl b e gieliae peeations, S goas've
a bBlitck raie thete ol bal® o pagseac. TU:
s ke or st cfroeber. Have oo of
wonr jomiome rian @ soose g on the
enlealins and tken el me boree onach
l_'ul'l,.l|l.=l.|_'.-|l‘- SRR midirne il so<ealled o=
SpAEE Tereselds

The tecl: thoaght o sodosbe. W e
acved ruo s peas anewhers Ll at Ba-
diation, rigat at Mojave Lde, o Eneda,
iy ogpamal  ooorditodes—ecll, i
afvaid we—"" Hia wenics briled sy ti-
bappily.

Wil prichue] wpe Wee Elerslwae snd
berbodd a el

Wearoa! Look, Hugh: can you pes
ower heps guick with a congde of wour
tahowatromaters® Wewe mor & buach of
bngaaics Twith a Tefcy inframpye de
e aad ranger, bt the damned cosedi-
naies ars sctoawigly with the shis”

ble listered o Lluga Wasmob's mephy,

“¥eah," be said |:'1.'_~|'| TR mose wihone
ri et 1a with TespECT I the sk i__n, Tt
we don'l kT the spacisl astitude of
theskapwith respost to-the gal,:_qn:"'n: rhepk
[T -!|ll+|r R i s

i'] WITS0N hune up the deac
! ‘Iin.*k'-'.'rrr.'. then sond drto @ rogular
Peri-Fash-fagh  until  soopechine  clae
T T u:',glucd aed the deae went Mank:
There wae shouting sed rather Teart-
felt mizsing, sod sootr romung arcuod
zgmir hetores the dome light caoe back

A tech—pot the ooe that had come
up hefore—noved (nf place aloopside
ke comimodore

M Wilzown, sr” heoasid, T won-
der-if—cr— That-iz. gir—er—"

Tlpke i ocasy” zaid -’ndsnl Liali-
anling

el sin weve boen pottitg & low of
TR

Wil linked npe ar the fdickecring
dezne. He meredy noclded

":'1.-1."-\.1”: Alr—pr -1 i -.-.1_111||r:1'i1'=_l=l_ if
e il e e e oriler b b
i palher skips move amav e 1w seee e
virull fiol g :i'l::-:-;h';l_:s % the et of
gpice wets cleir. Bne ero®ee oot thees
hihsteed—"

Wilzon stized e counpsier dowe
coldly, "Soueewlese aab et "' e ol
:1-:'.-l1t'|._'.-. Mo D E'-I':-J'.'i1:-.-\. i1 welzh T,
AEA A Wealsiaan, ave veatling oa’ us o gosne
and eollece teri T wmnlang space o
et Aol he ek, Toban baoedly ges
e e SplEetean Tor o kel =0iusher) Bk
itk dhone: fike Zasg Ent T2
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W s a1 R nE ™

“Them vou live with the responses
bzl ~back by miv o squadroo, I be
gond tradning for yon. Br—get che hell
eral Ty, wR [

The j|11'.'irj1' teck melrsd ot of !:l,ghr
woel wen baele rg bes comrmal J_l:l'rlhl.

Wiestom came over within the 5ot
Tead Wilzun e-:t:]_'ul:limﬂrj the sinatiom ol
wild Hugh o ser apeam | viscacce the -
irdiziates wilh respect b the slellat cesi-
pers, Then b rahl B L sesaf o &L
seonier nat o nveshgrice thad spol,

Wilsun wesnl s b his own Dig-
:1h'i|.:- vepmlerinyr el fier ':|r||.'.:,- i1l
rvesve delector ki tarsn gnat b e
atptinng, A umlrie] doodil. Bat maew
annl deen-
O WWeasaly ey, Cucoossdure Wil
cialled Coomoarnler Hateh, whe skip-
petad e pf e seoul airriers, He oald
Hateh o sosles bzt Foavsailabide eilhes
tn Higgh Weston or Mooty Allisan, to
iveslignle infrawave fesponise Largcls
HE Ur'.r CHC T Y

Ther: Wilsem it che sk oo fonsh los
all-dizly

He: doeen] Dfulle, vt fee did el aleep
worlh wodsmn. He wotild bave Leen Let-
ter off if Tie could have talcn the con-
Leods Gl oo &f the spaccrs and podse oud

=

Lumsali. Theno at lezast, 2e would bave
sacnethiig o G Jos ool o 3dle
e,

-lal.li':."l Hﬂll'.i'l.l-:'rl.'il.:l' :LII"'-I-'L\.E r:l'rll H ]

vatlber pleasmil dsei e Lol aoduie-
Haitag b ain with aithen oz sRatidg oc ski-
i, c0n il dndgnl hmee Been wobogganiog
—he dreann: Tad faded 22 st she oould
net be. surc—to faecc the fact that she
veas meeling o the chill side.

Ller Blaoket had shpped, 2le caugle
i grouad Ber, and Inoavinutes felt Gairy
WEHETIT JEain
f]',m,:-gh:, the actial rerTperatyTe it the
lifeship, bt the whobe damned - achinede
of people, and gverything else thar ams
=10 |'3|11I|:|g.

The gl were ruotoang el cight, snd
Franm 1!e'|—.]:- Liedivar b combl] lear  the
ragpel throl of The perlal peneralor. She
wirnlerail wlich of he Lwd fisen was
frarnping 1L this taoe,

Ir waz not so muach, she:

When Jeck Moriae cerne m, gl lonear,
He was LIH.I]_IJIEI:IE his fuee with & fivael,
He fooked clein and  brghty,  freshiy
shaved,

She lookead ar ko amd wizhed che
coudd kave ool zlawer bherself, aml 5
change ol clodong. She wantet i tens
hour 2lecp o & odee sell bedd wsth elenn

shests, oo, ol owesring  a  slk-soi
nighgowin
“Avane,  Alee? Moroon  asked

brigrhicls,
- “Awake again,” she said unhappily
Tor . . What 38 0f The oiatl dax #'

“Mighth,” he =id. “Can't po ou mach
lumger, ™

“1 hope-act,”

Yoo Jooke wll dn,” he sald oscllly. He
st alam on the edoe of the divan, be-
gidle Taer, :|'r|||_#|l|l w gentle hand on her
shotdbder. “Take o ensy,  mTudy,
Thix"re n—.'.ll:,' El;.-.:'.:ri?g l;.l'l.i-li.'{" far (s
Well e all fight, Yon'll see”

LTNE}:PEETET}L"F- heo Lot and
Rdgatul lues -;_-I:'|:|,g|_|,-'|-_.- wm L forehesil
Alies tensed at Oret, but celisd ahogat
inimcdiately becansc the warmid of-thil
hionest affection made ey dcel less alose
url gold, in the depths of wepcharted
space. Some of the worry and coocern
WES crascs, at least. Nlw streoched
wrrmily a2z he rebbed hee forchead with
s check,

Then be zer ap and leaked down-at
hier. He mt his hamid o0 her chesle gens
by svrul sl W e all maebt, e

"Hagli s’ she said moa hoarsa
WAL,

e podded sclemudy. ' Ewery howt
rieans thew most be coming closcr and
loger. bavery loocle Do means at it
can't be meny more, bocawse thoyhad
eovered all the places where we weren't,
Pellow me, Alice #

ohe shook ber head anhupply.

nngb'-ﬂe‘.rlf:.r he rried to raprlim, I"']_'I_1r_~:|r
krva ﬁ'l:ll vee rre =l De withen o certin
trans:ten] connzd vicaroe of spive. They
codel thas . sqewce b by hit anel chart b
Sidpee 1lbe erdintsis i< |-::|-::-'.'rr|, ariel sitee 3l
takes s stEoy lazs of work W coanls
a givien wedame, that wsdaid thiad at (e
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smd’ (T 2 EFET fire all Fue |_|tncfi.-::l|:~c|.
wihiraie of s Iz e cvpvapeck, Since
vep il [ within duad, wee are bocod
fen b ikl up befure- Lthey covde s Lase
e TS U TR | T

“Bul how bodgy T E'.l.-. Treathed!

4 i il .-.J o e todd e Lo
egtly, "I bave nd pozsible way of com-
|_'||_|_tu iy _|: 'J_"'I'Q;."'.rq irob the et of com
prters and pleters, and thove sl ihe
lawr et probabhies nn theer sale. Bual
it cdenzf oenzmm o welll e nenal™

1 b
lermvee, ' b spied

S chinngesd,

b 2

S lanleer] o thia as a larck, before ™

SNE wscetle,” T objoened:

“Buat you Jdid."

Alowly lie shoak I.'L'I“I hiegdd. Pk ax
aelly,' bo repesred. L don'e theole e
chugrpe? cal a1l T s ik cras whien
vt faces] with something irevicible
ot i ht ad oweell leck ar it from the
oot wheer 7l sides Adtor k] thens wie
thie chnes thas = wighn oot have mede

his Far, vou kuows Iows teil e born-
eally, <Soos §o nwdos sonie zelbimg all wic-
tici-up- by thinling ot heve boerible |
vatld have been i wwld beesocangho
hoek thore when Severts vine Dilew
e

M1 mupense ook

AL e, be sndd iron semrechieer-
il o, Caimes weodid kit ol stes
v, and are il waiming afrer skt s,
e mih ag owell papreacl 1 e mabeemed

Tock Tt

oo
Clhirles Andreas  said. [com behind
famn, CAE o hamleed dellars ane hour,

Ivoprbpmed!!

Wariae lussed around avprily. “So
s ebe baiolred elzos per,” he snepped
fuick: " Thats danad poar pasment e
Baviiop to Lve with the Fles ot ywoa i
i sfect zarn thig cramipsd.’

Arndeeres pved the elol with distazte.
STl T b s srecotlilyy - did my
lzsr effert om the padal perniaior po Lo
porwer storame, e forsceimaple of patlons
ol lupt wuter foe (B slteee aed slrecer
ot eopieed ¥

Morhm srelcieed and

sunadupy Yl

I._q.-:l'.rr'-:|' |}III.E :I.ﬂlln":ﬂ%r L l!:llr'.:l.1| I'-il.'l" T'I'igl'.l
hielr rnmde" hie o anl '._:-:j.'l||"||-'r'

NG e 0 ke, rhaselTg

"Raee, Amdrews] Foapl s Thisre's. o
el prresent, Dissdes, | roght fumzel oy
CaEy-Eiig nalire e Lk w switng ak
o,

fpdrews said searnloliy, Widieut 4
doubt, 2 s of woue apeamd build couzd
wrige ury thc Bieship edrh e ™

Mweer chockled, " Lon’t count an
T sEC Leinig mong protootion. -
drewes, Yo may push ne e coongk
br vmdee e former that voeu're a decrepit
wbd man wrhe hes to buy ahat your phy-
|I' e oran't E-\.'F LA

R Ty brespe | ™! roeiTess Arirbens.

I_I]i- o5 'iI.II|'!-':-E"I| shust e Berton
'.'-|||l Lok coae Do siep Torward b
[ 1] bt |.__- Jie vl Bngpesbs S Aomndere!
Aepwedl cwniie, lieciues e neg .'-::-::-l:irj;
i e Gk oF dark anger, Moenim’s
olher Inuid e clencnd dno Tavge, det
figt. He ahal the aliler man sotrly e
a o, hen shoved oo okl
o collzpac in & chade.

A Rat are oo rrving to do ' soccrsd
Murton, “ddake me mad eyl te elip
oz s cam pell t Howl T L oo a8
weil 1z vou de that the law docair't oo
recopnize faants and doague-lashiog:. as
comtribuzorys w o sssanlt.”

Alicy g up bom her ooseh sod stood
ol et Ih|-1r| R ity both of vou
Alie il 21 ol g

Kortows arer subsmied . Al righy!
hecsnid 1o Seleews P R thed wafpe
all Dad ot leogs exeraset, T go hie
Low and pedal tha peneror. Sheos, won
Al bave Lhe Dalhdoooo Gl Aecdeewes,
vo Lk b seible whak she lemves, e thae
kg

YAt
I';.:. 1 l“w."-ur-’

'~1:' o Mot prinocd, T ak Gt Y
Fle disnpreared dowen the Jadder S -
thr gn:"'.{'lnh:u rogin,

Ardemws turned too Allce. " Yow'ne
nof poing o wo for that famee rontiac,
are vout e denandsd crozsle.

“WWhar ronrne >

“Tirst e nEcs power for Dot waccd,

the lard-wurking. hetle



SPACEMEN LOST E 4

T that 1 was storing upe Mo he's
giing to prdal that the g Loy wsiele mgle
Jrenmer

Alice - zbm g *He's . the Lt
mgn,* she s .5'i=1'|[_:|:_.'. “Tf he thinks we
T ﬁ.p.-lrw the power fov s lathy Tkl

certrnly nEe one!

o _I_:m ZiLT) Y 1- 1=t the hkes of hon?"
“Wetre ot fo, ' she il WEe got
b,

L =il

'\-',-||'.||-'|'r|:ll:'I Mndiews 2 |
cund,?

She lackel at bes eapliyer serias-
I, “WWe'we lacll FECTTI o B B 8 TEA him. ™ sghe
sl |;|1'|-"|}'. “Revituse, mglid or wiomg,
he s the omiby ome who sriiaes ..r|‘.l| Lip,
abeib space ariel what's Hkely 1o mgpen
aext, '

AL A dmindre] am
=gl tor the minetisih
il g

Alice  mwildad  sobeely.  "BEul ovaa
wviestn L fergeet thal st goang Gy ol b
amy gogd ymbess e wels ns sl home =g
tlhgt .|'.|- cmea mee it

Rehckmily, Arlrewsa
pivst wrir're rirhl

Fhen Alie caldenl, *dned ewven 0T 1L
weererd ] Toat (e higecdeed pes, be st che
loed i Leafl Liceali

Avudicws grownted,

D" Al
dmme or sy seilh

wacknleel, 5T s

“ho, he dsn't Bt

Ahoe, Than nat &t gl surc that Meaton
betepwess whuther  Be's doorg the  cight
fhing nr ol

Ske sheok bicr bhcad, There weas: oo

dnswer 1o thsl arpaimeat Portherrgrs,
it was thr ind of unregolvabie arpument
that could go oo e an antil the arawer
wag gupplics fromy the oorside, There
could be noocid fo it vonl they pery e
ther picksd i z2iely o died dn lansls
S,

She decided to drop the disqussion s
pointiess, s hesaded for the huthmoorm, A
hor shawer and g quick tnhhing her
underclothing were on ber mind Her
garnmen, i eoree, vl oy e ':-\.rl‘”'l.'
e had ko ereale s iile, Te Hhimde Lkl
a hvndved sears men swearnen Thoghl
sorrarhing rhey cmlie] melon was wam
derfu] Becimse 30 was dmirly ey
gl Wor metmnbimems, o T,y
wms the materinl of which her Rngerig

wias uade,

Ay lwe, getiing it clesn mow, anmd
Tawing o hath lerscli would wsske her
fedl Betiers AMax] she wowdd be betoor
auipred] to lzee Qe ferre-proelling Ysi-
ness ol juan sty Jore eatehing
cleck g around and arouad, with ooth-
g Lo 30 Tt wWalt

il

ER LGN MANLC tueed his superior
with & svowl, "Lhat rips it wade
e he said,

Viggon =arri ami'ed confidertly, Tl=
slances ar Lirms Urein and asked, ™ Tast
Lovw coomsetont doo won thivk this pew
thing is "

Limzs sl WEtre o lvae] (e
tetrnvenre parsern they™e develonsl. T
14 ||L|'|.'i{-115-ll‘|i_|,l Ihis i henr fesl [Tk
tepe ot an infrenseee wpmes delacinr. Tl
pattern i -:_.'F the prnmitive slmorpdive
frpe, which 15 both spefbcienic g« pale
rﬁ'f".l ard i3 alan inelined t0 l‘|'|'||‘|'.|{'l;'.
"'ll.l ITINLE -f'-\:-""'.:']'":"k |.'|"".-""|'I ETh iR AT
rng, thesr epmipmiens et T exterme
5'_'.-' |'r_|rn|_|'|'“ tag, 1t omst e loseded 1o Hhe
senppers - widh fognle civenils snd eorn-
verenrs  beoar e he upsr |"' Jurtters: T
.a:ve-Q-TE Breaiaag devan, or beraming irte

wlar,  An et .__l;"'qllhlf czpnil bie
'11;:11: of the infrzware bandz mnl the
third order of reflective response 15 dis
eovared], | odonbit Fhnd any rezenTich besar,
iy TratteT R i'j'_l:!_: rar sttt with the
prinvirive ahsnrstinn  phrase nf the an
trawswes moal Tep lu the ngber rilers
of Ardraee medinhion o les Bimoa
listnee o =anhe,™

U8, grentemen ko Vg o of big
e snles, “Can yoin prolict wlsabice o
tnl Qeedr ddwe detector will deliver the
prai=in T

Al lonked sxpectaatly at Linvs Breie,

“We've teen recalonlating our proba-
bbb mf the abrodnchor ot =2ach new
phuse of their behasioar, ™ Timgz Brein
sl semonzhe,  “Froom ther actons, T
wenrld o thar thiee da mot knney, erags,
or Prrhms, eren arnesk fhat spoice s
G T WATTS i the confimm, Ther
have beea going sl their search ins 1‘-:|.1.—



4 ETARTLING STORIES

term it sohel gemmeaitusd ]:lrl'!'l.'!'i!iFl'ﬂl, laiae.
hives lasen pawing oo atteachion Lo Hhinge
cilts, seoal! aes Mhee aed, bal acheally
zilde s .q'l'l'-'l.'ighl coarsi Jieti] asiede fufa
Aisbaree, - S due oo the faer U e
zenveh palierm bas already paaged awar
e I\.IF I'I‘Il."'_"-i."! !_:':"_"5 'i'.l '-l.'hil.'JI. |J.I.l:' LIpn I.i.[l:'
sl Lics, snd paszer hesond o their fine
of sesrely, we bave peodaced & nine-
taiities paohability that they will vot lo-
cate 1his Jifeshig.!

‘And the other * prompted  Vipron
barri, with-iateeest

Ty pat dane with tizse wet,!’
Linus Brein szid gaictly. '“Tlere: re-
mains the random smrck growp, - Theme-
i lies the cipht-ouglfs-one  posisive
probabiline, '

Vigmon gnarkod.
s ton chaoecs rather hopeléss,
o, e ™

YT other haaa sixty-ierty chanee,”
e zaid,. “IEthe iofrasave detzesor lo-
eabcs the spacs vill that Jiss caleney oo
gootdinate thirc: #vcnty-six, whern the
ship is acar soven sisfy-sewen, then the
seout craft will paas awithin awgoehc de
tecticn crmnge . of the fifsship, Thar’s @
bat ol 'ia", T knew, bur they add ap te
A zaxtv-forty chanze. [ Guy thos Gemase
space itz teod to praduce strong re-
SDOLAS 0 g ol e prinitire detert
ingopene, Thevlve oovmicly boon busy
1'|.-.n|.|J'|l.-I clévieds -i|Ja.' WAL, which -
siies dhian they'ec been perting & lod
0f gpakious responscs " He smiled, Tt
apace wore crtirely cleas of foreign mat
rer and spacs I.'|I't=. ther'd find their nes
detecror vaguely incficienr [—7

'l.-'l,ggnu wased 5 kand b omodende b
had- hieard - emoush;

Hrentiemen, ' beoosmaed r_|'.|'ir.lll,', gl 7
beer critisized for wsitimg, botoshar oo
man ca.ls study the other ran el 2
i,,l:'li_l;_'r Wintll eerhimne  owedl Fue e
Al Buder: Ther we'll konwe. o - 7

b

*| zall vom to themi-
Pt =

HE sferen palters o e Inforoia-
ton  GCedler of Conneedore Ted
Wilsomis. Muzship wes sloady  Being
falie wark the |'r4.7::.-' whiba Lhat tnddeated
that fheme aahimes lngl feen o coonbed
cacciily As b wmnchal, heccodid see

tese #he zemrch wms progressiog. and o
v peanfolhe obnong  that the soacch
wais nob going good at all,

The fhghes of zpaccccalt in act pac-
terny Burlcand forth through the stereo
harl covered rearchycall of the teohcseed
wmirr vone. he o revdom search '\.'I'ri-]_:m
wrarp gl cutting secondary |1y
thranph the Temioms . alrendy  coversd,
Thers wits it g-ne;rrl grrhere combing the
sletasn . pattern neme, '..rII|'iI'.'I|‘.:IIE' the T
tinvwaTe  debector - shp and Cits eEx
pecter] wilnme of detector: coveraoe

F;[III{'I" was Alled o overflowing . aarh
the Fasl paroer of the commmnications
allicers, wsng anfrawaee e ks
(ETIE CH1 I:IjH.;Il'i, aril vrlimaey o mebn for
talies helwiaen shine of Hhe wme H'igﬁ‘l

Wilsta bl appernted Chist Commm
picadinne CHlees Hieerty i pudice the
beonls. Hugperty b ofome o fnejob,
rermonnzng thie fieawhing . comfuson and in
lerferemme crrmat] foram oo s oalls
un the swrre charmel  Aar the resnlt
wits still a Fiph derrescof constant: call
anl reple el crows tall Most of the
climiler rame teom the tafrmsnee de
palor =l semihing the sconat eraft g
vy hither swrl thacher om the ool od

I wis aleoosi awepussibls

SPOTinNE  FesfoTises
us ?T.a:c'.
e axlenl o he opersmpion, Dlhe oan

thies adeeear fmlbsrn il .Lmln'-l.. I1rg‘|r|
i el the censles -\.\,:"l'“-ilrl".-f| il
thoige ki wmichsi| He ctorpn lonsa thar

thedsr palbean v andy oam feadized
apace coap ol sk thiey bt v po
EITETi

It was worge Sean omnldog Hhe e
o can oecan foom gnaps Lhal cosdadeed
A neit peid of eross rieless 3l warse,
Far the wuachaeied  oceszse a8 prdiklernd
with walio leaticds Dielers an cuxmieals
that the position .ol v stiss o e
wards azert shows a buadeed pards ol
Zitfevencs Lo .oabselate pesitica in o che
locan,

Some duy i the distant fureee 2pace
vl he sobid-gridded awith infrawayve
naviration zgEnzls. Then the space oo-
ardinares of cany speocerafr cconid Be
fcumgd & fingderees of procizion. Tt
aowr all i Wilson and his mav-techs
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conld do swas to keep saghihig e Iied
srars; 2od fromn thérm eopmpoie then’ posi-
Tiam,

Thiz sorl o1 sjswee awwipalion was
wonnl eibonaehi o leegpy o ship oo course,
Bl fir froen precize ctough to piooricss
i e faedtinn. Bul. after 2l & crode
ta-ationing to e ndddle of oterseellr
sfaact: s good caough, One Siterally his
cubic fight vesrs o foat ammnsd
{lace the spaceoratt gegrins b apreach
a deshazsdon, the spoee posnming Gl
b made,

A, few sgacocall peuse 00 odd-
Huzhit lbwsen slais long  coough 1o
AT bl iheir  iwcrsleilar p;-anjl:lU
Adter &I, spmece fdgkl doc: provde 3
wmile of Wavel where fhe destination
les - withia cyesighs. (v cather, i hus
fody within cpesight ever snce 38 e
vaic commonly acgepted thar these ul-
timarc destinations wers places, inaiend
of Aolez pobed dnoan drvesfed rerurnic
Tl

Phen, v the midilie of the wnaoai-
catians onntiaon, coene e rall leom ons
af Cloammamider Hatelv's scoim I'Jigh:s.

"Pilet Logan, Llighe Lirhreen, ti
Cuzocoaidecr Hateh. Eoport ™

“Llatch to Dogan, T bzl
somethang, W

Wil Togan sz, YSolid aeget de-
iceted  omowadiers Cororesdiler. ;"l.|:l-
proached and fowril. T oaon o withio
tree Phoviaan s 0’ owlial apocars o
Toae T.'rqr-‘ul'i]'- e

The eilive Oect wont silens, conceqil
fog the derector gnip, the soout cmail,
ard Wilsoi's fagehip

Alltsor asbol © W el our grpct
Leogan ™"

Lo reqeliesd bocomicaily, ' ops, L
wacs ooy wiy back Incm a mas glond—
| think—uwhics the radar gor a Blip"

In the backgranmil, they wonld e
Allison saang, “There's o real Larpet
our there where Tagnn wenl. Havea't
o0 gt anoamfrioeaye resRanss oun thers
SO HETE The anike clicked off,
AHisom j:-'n::-|:-:.i.|'.'r liml sedncmbercd that
bt had s hatad o the "Talk"™ burton
el remoee] il

Fuad

("'A_I,"I'-*._["H] WARREN zmid tn Wil
4 epn, “Thut's 3 kel of 1 B HIMACE
detechor, i=a'r 142"

Woilson ) nodded shisentls, packesd e
hiz avwn handzst amdd 4':|.||th, "T.d:q;-_':'l.ll.
rrenm WA lseme TTivar plies sre van g 271

“Thumsand virds, Commrondone, - Aol
oo o shendt L Tafesbde Woher
ﬂ:ll\...:,

"You #tae on. Logan, and give vs 3
sundosm, Y

“Yen, sir. Mot much ot el
kmow. But I'm cloging ine "

The soout oraft pilot srent on and om
mostly flling 0 vath anconsequeohsl
details of how he was clnsing in, jock-
eyimgr to parallel the Jifeshiz's conrse
and - speed, and Anally malong @ zpace
T ehe

AL sl b osaid, “They'te oo sl
Commsadnge Wilsan, T oselay as T pet
il Taa had these crates aven’l Oxed o
patlelivond de sl range eadio o the
wnlswnve. T—"" Pilal Logan wonl ast
1o medle &F e vaisees o e e
aboagd  the lileship. sldppioy oice lo
sooanfrm A pronoanciation,

“WWlheore's b pilot. owed  the other
teo? Miss Hemiogway and 5o An-
drews i

"":_"ni.'-:_'_.-' must be in
spid Taogen,” “That's g s [0r
Comieodore - Wilson, I'm within g
coupley af hundred wardas nf theet  ngw
anid |'EH_'_."ﬂ' w:u.rir_l:[ cnt thmmgh  the
astrodhiome ar ome, T

' abwnar toc des ot
aobight bomin O has snviody ot s
rachsu L e

Varter togs out the lght-boas Alse
ragiai - radie on the fSndng froquonoy,
Llatch!l

lleteh Rare! ’

“Tlgrch, ol aut o3 eraiser
crataway and sl emonp

Hiaicls Tavgbed oo vl oo, TS
hects G e wiy fon six oousgies, Codee
aaAlore. Hall of our job 2 dege!™

Whlsom mad, o B and | plosed
his milee. TTalf of the job was dime,
lnat 1t bt far s Terd Whilson wrus
comieernied, ehe Jesser bl Fe sanneed
thre fifestap bl shellersl A Hem-
T wiLY,

Sulk!

Tafeshie Thres,"

olaze
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TElree honcdred  ships  combang  The
spstrewnes with rmagnehic aleleroms .|.r|l|
il vl I"'l.'i."'hlr-l'l‘ll- -!:].ne' shipi oot
Crewel slemenmsovrhut wAth o half enskwl in-
FrRuwsive gz I W A
ity e feraee, Ui Bezls of the i.|'| ot
o wehil v s mizch s Auke 0F hnde a8
pivul  Hnrkigereul

And ouc there- in the awful dack
Alice waz trapped fnca space can with
a haproe-go-lucky halk of a0 pilst who
lacked the dries snd ambition o bk
for hi=s orens copumand, no matter how
decply moertesged. and & small, wicy
coder of [odustey who bought wsbat he
sould ot cammand, and, koo aenuere
ahout specing chan Aat Svparhs’s pob
Miamese  toraoat

T T I:-|1§Tr|'|*r| Paspar 2, .";-'-:l:clc_"irg
sbe had wemter] Mo ke hard -

THcieees wwtl throngh Woilsen's ool
& prhre of Charcles Sl reers rorednr
g Alice by the force of ey persong|
dmare, coafidert that mnner omild Foir
;{n}'-hir.m 'n-|:I|-'J11'lr CEECIES TTHITL S]0 1,
Arrlreas i:.-|.|rn|1'll fer  temTe amwl—
izt b ek e 1|'F|=.-:h1::- e riwr
beitnmig - her s smirrmal  mendorl of
e, e ofFfermg o bados e o hier,
His wagpar arems il her has lone
frenils comossinr Ber s he bl e bl
an his shuider, hig—

Thiz picturs was tepleesd o the
rraem of midertem | kel Pl
__'r-é'lr Mporman, Tle weaphd I L'.'-:'ir!,u_" LYET
hecanss fe gibome on that Freckn lopewer
wrhad wwieame e all il Besilally,
Whilsiem craaid e 2mleeas e Topa-
terist] bevinese the Fratrnaer wews ol of
hrs ebement; mod OFaren Edau oneer
|:|_'|rn|_|'|:'|'r-|_1.'. ".-'I::_'.-'In-' Sprlresss bl wne
o esd b snrrs nereons R Enn e
patise ot - thestram

boortem mrmeled b viheisg Alee's fEata
ard - crmbickeniils: ',:-n'lEr_izlg rimaci, il
prip e e coinivme e Qn-
terrebitet] fackors nf e cosessabioz of
bt aman] the opassier of e by in-
:_!|11|;.:r|g in ewpdoricory lallinnes.
som ponthd e prpdsEm Adwee, oot oo-
tirehy sonvincel Ml dhey wedild gear
b s, .;n.g'n-r;ng lipemiase stee wronaldd
br uowAlling to de owallees B

ki

Weil- -

sl e piomacle ol esmidion,

Tlal pivtars owis pwen e (18-
fsreli!, bow il v resbieesd iy uriklied
in which Charles Andress ws rk-
g the  gesiare, T Where Wormm deal
vinadly vl wesusealine apqeead,  Anilrees
bl the ssvee mrooiner @t the smmnoth
caporicuee of his yenes. Soare Bt lalk
and & Jow vagug pronises. sy oolh-
ing of gone: well-ealenated supgpestions,
and Alios would—

TITECG N rhed to shur that nolioo
ot of iz mind, buc it went oo and
o and on,

And nn

Chily one thing ade this sovics of
pictnmes hearable st all, Thank Oiod
Alve was abazrd that Jfesiis with tao
men msmead of one, Lepecially tero men
whi con?d oot help bus frd ooe another
Zuficient in stmcthing or ol

Thea the chird or foueh vizion came
Morton -and  Aadeews might possible,
dune rootheir srcearicr:  posilicn, aele
theic differences o bazic patuee and
CTEIIG MATL ANCECIICHL

They mizhr Te taking twrns!

Ted Wilzon griteed his tecth aud tried
to et deeply Uiterested o the acarch
grid.

It wes nine daes okl . .

Meliv Bewodec:] ape owiatho s sleelseil cs-
pdezsion as Tuele Bovbng o Uermaged
oo Ldder hateh dobe the cecbeal zibio
af the lifezhip,

"l isn't—ab—aren't S
ler hor o woiee frail oaway because zhe
dida'e quite koow hwee 1o Lodsh,

He laaghed. "I pat coough eescrse
iy che ek o take ceeo ool che elderly
Wapoieoin Look. Alee, 1 owaat o talk
ool cwithoul Tiz gl oo ode side”

“About what? zhe asked. Or
shonddn's 1 asker™ The recont shower
ard rubbing of ber gaderclotiing bad
oreen the gl a fecling of conbdenes,

oot me Youw, Yo and T Uz, gou
knowr. ™

e can losan ©

Lk blurted, “wWhat fle hell's wione
wiith g™

Wy, I—"

oe—"
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AWt he ws.[,-]_:t_-d S onot Esk-

Wiz von for ap esplanation,’
i wdoe paf it shat a2

“That's the ot ke sarl, 21 don’t
berins . 5-:'-r1e||‘ﬁr|g'x all wremue ansde

Hipw ¥ ;

iliedbom. Arnlrews. Franldy,
his darrmn guls Thea abwis rstesd e
gt ol Qml ks ool fedcybagzs. He
walks &l cvcr cverybady, Biring wlhat
T can® conival IHLlL.- asar thejt, if
you sl e

I haioe

Koo am
S
Saw hell The Tictle. chavacter lias
got something. L wart to know adac

“hildar fis han T

Sortnn needded S Sorethin abaut
A e cler'v ey, vles by
boow ur whal vrowches Ll phere's s
thing ainl Hin.”

Aliee e the sdlob shingaiy,
TR F R 1 :1..-:k|’.‘l.| wadilziisly.

B = T

"Tak Morwn” she asbked sl
"_-mu wa dleveds Tt Lo cwark bl o ger

“nnd

what vou feaitlsd, bave vod?”
Tle smred dowen ar Wiy fingernails
“Wavhe that'z because | never wraated

PSR b i P VL of S P H L 1
UMl sl agreesl
bive o wsimlad 7
Uil Ditle o sul ol e he ame
gacred e toadalully . " Fun aod gancs,
ity "
“iAnd Ioseppose oy cane case T
UHemg ow o space lof

Bl whal

e marolet.

b weelly G orerlson el Yy ameh
'.-4.-1:-'|-| aretcel here gl thers by
pergale whin lave mever lesn amy fns

i vl ol 10 B ik Thar Faozkersasl
ar reewvhe i Farlher ok of Chivagns tha

Fosriator ! He hwles' dosn at ba-
Mzigesmail= awman. ' Thiere®s  alesivs

veranen lagaqey L cliiin they've slep
witly a inaa whe has beea to Castar, of
PFoilus, or Folaria, or even Contairi
A davan gets e bed snd Tteeakfast and
his fun, lo—"" Abashed, he let or fral
ol

=L what ahoe Mr, Andrewsroshe
PTl:IIﬁl'Ir'!_'{!,
“Tle's hesn thare, oo, Thet Ria el

semaehow: [ thitl—"

bt leal

Aber siled quisdly, Yo ather wards,
Mr, Andrews’ zpacing is only & wczas
i Mg own adwptage lostead of heiog
the et st

T gness rhar s owhar L mean, Aodress
l]lll.-=.1.r LETH :,||.|-:_mg H4: his 5 :_.glnc_'ss. (RE
LTS I I|l ,-u_'e'r f-.:- h siness,

"Tlud's siphll

My '-'.-u_l.l: der 1 pu Teeaa here !

"That's your decigi ™

1 ko, And 1 owisl T kuew b 1o
niske it
L:IHL" ganiled at hin sangsadeeiEvalle

‘1 owish oocould ]-:. =

L el T e 4

She leclked ar him creptically. "Bl
Alice: Temimgrway, 1ve got e & wan
daul thers whino1s cr_:-'r1"_:-'i|1g ETMCE for gl
theee of ms Wear'l™ heve to muke voar
oty life mrol fawl vy peam giek?!

"Bapquer e Coent find wscT ke
wahiad Trhasllve

CThemy" sl

Bl snherle. Ve

have so Tniure S dongern Us,o00 dis
cizion bk, anal v smluree toomens-

e up e wr W eseant for b s

tAnd wolll have diod witkhoul Teoeog
Tendly Jioved ™

“ Mozt rverybody docs. Few aec ¢oi-
vemit 1 He o and pet oooowel with
Cine izt 15 oor loag enougl B ooodi-
temt o'z 201D WMo aleel, willing, indel-
higent hman being can be eoownl with
nedes,

“1 damt Jmoes I

FLodont lmoar o oo well, cithier
Soamathnng dwrat, When thy summons
ool i .j-:.-'i'.l the faraumersbie caravan
Ll drwpewz, al celera, e ome ok
wriades the drgperdes of s eonck sbont
Baatn arnd Hes b o plessant Creams,”
y :ll'.lllu"J_iJ'...: Eha Bt

Liitmtly e said, “It': oloc dowes ™

Fros the fop of e Jadder, Choclee
Sndresv: repeated hi@ familiar relsain,
OWEme dave at o Sndred per b, ™

Forlar Lazoeal  swdiche "Yesh,' he
T we'll baove thik argnmenl
awer, Moenlvews Bishil swea Ss limas o
Tlase vl wAth o lsiress sagnal .
They've gl lex ke we're sl sihves oo
iisther wlar elag !’

£ et
I Wire
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S | PR T

T b b ] fre (b the mitrwnve b
itditer amd [0 peclal The peiesiloc. as
beliwe.”

Blavlon disappenced  Deloer Apdeeos
oot oo the sioall poeomel and sal e
watching the one metcr. his hand reat-
mz i the one sertell

“Tledl of a nome,” he srombled.

Adice ssloed; Wy

't send a0 domines TSSO
this, Cinly - roake an rdentifimtion esll ™

Corclerimy the size of s [fesho;
and the bt Hae ant denafcatinn omll
enoall et 35 remliy necessary, | ocan'
cognfhivi by mmeh™ she told hom sec
Povaly s Wt comhl ven g2l thenns Ot
thee don't low  alvcade? Could  dou
e lbcm bocgreater laste e die power
ol your weice i

Sopdrews actunlly bad been thinkiog
exactly thal, Bolwoos e odleekbanl m
il weadlel and e pen in his pocket,
:"n.l.'l'.l.l':'\l'.'!" .I.-Clll HdAELE S I.IEL‘:'. :II?Il: Lia '\l'."..LJII
ac-lob af poeses. Men bood juncped whan
e apolee; covporatien: fed stoppaed thei
cell procrama al his sigpaluore,

%z [:r*.r'.-':-n-'ll aecoarnt wonld have cov-
ereid rhe parchoswe of 2 dpacectaft of fhe
et whieh  they had crachoed  up,
That be did ot oem his ewn intererel-
iar mmatout waz g metter of o different
coomoare 1t was o olcaper to Wiy pes-
sage ae he needed 0 than 3T was toown
his private spacer and keep i parked at
RO space potth for his ronmvenisnoe,

Rue as Adice laudte] him, Addrews
o] noL sy, o tlrd e helieved
s persogml dervaga] woahl] et Teelp
farter then the mere koreledpe Hml
Biarriuis =ity weede uleill n spaess T1
wonibd sound as thungh he chovght ham
.ﬁ.".|:E Ireams ilrllri'll_ﬂ-l” In {he r,_[rlf*.-'l-nn
thae Alice or Jock Woriods, He did
thirdke s, of oemzese: Bual oy wa- oo Gooe
ter dndult his [feship companions by
L L B

Hea eved the switeh distaseefully: The
facter wad elimbing up to the red line
that meant that rche mfrasave trans-
taifler wag about ready o be tarned on,
Thedn it would el out ity ooded s

LT

Ten: thie Dielz of Bas mine wes a0 hey
eovcliectioen nk modine crwls, Fe TR
bered that 2" wis a ot «dash, and thl
' was o dash-dck. Feodid one meeadl
wihicther 1" was o ddashisloddot ot a
dash-dazh-dor 0" was dol-dusbi-rhot 2ol
everyhads Iew that "¢ was a zidwde rini.
The letfer “w” hafiled hin conplelely. Bl
he wis sore fize "' wes dot-doc-dor
S e wersl e enuld o owoudd be to
Tulr e of ke lsbrers mo hes neame,
dmklog G camme aut AR TR some-
thing-=

-T]'I."LT. lie Fell, wmanhl let bhe Llog
wioTar kg Lhal  he weas g5l oot
there, drifting The mpped oodes might
evin catse thein o dasten lecacse Ly
maght helisges Wiim to be alons, or willout
the help of the pilot who probably bnew
o sl

The meter hir the rod line.

Churles. Andeews snapood the popple
switch v and down, ther  wp-peidac-
dovwm, Tle wimited 2 gecond, e moade
iy pamss-down, then wp-down.  He
stirtef the U0 byt his faitering hand
Mg seoond  dot inoa jitheyy
Gslias

Drwwen dn dhe gty of the mirpssaye
Cransmilier wis i corle wrheel, soprosed
o Lizo l.'.!:.'r||:'!t".'-e'|',r srannd For ome i
ofutinn. Alung the veriphery of the
wheel wis o series o sermations, wrhich
it passing o [aslaue sentch Irsaed
thi AT ol the ziuwlke brarcsematter,
sendiag the steieed code. The  jobery
fipping of the wail switeh il
with ane of the seesatiois oo theene
whicel a0 thal Soaclvees oo off the
whole rear just as the transmibier woes
keved on. The power ooceelle el
for the cnerpizing acction, stvel o
leul capaeitor banks, discharged themph
the At 5I‘|'_‘!‘i|'|!1

T s 2ied sy b The mirter |50
Copped Tsack bo zern, o mese Blewr, and
the cabine was Eled wath the pongenr
odor of bieued osrltron.

Liedowr, n the pedal generins sl le,
_||:||:|-,|: Marton izl the load ht::L".rlg, P
it mentoofl coempletely and reflex alansi
threw the pilotoat of higs seat, The
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pedils pumped with no ceeistanes, He
sweat aloft

*What happencd T |

He apilled at the air
pointed to the mcter.

It shouldnt happen,” swid Mortono
“What made the thing ik, An-
drews .

Ancdrews was noc the kiml oo o
whi hides Fas errura, -l feast) He faced
Mertim il sadd, MT was keving the
trpaisaniLler.

Morlon groscied, “Did ooogwer occur
b o Lhal 05 thils giemo could e keyed,
il wnall have boen miade thar war im
the Oral phee i

I T oasswned that the thing was
mivde o ke handled By people not fa
mtliae with code, and that 7 nne lmew
code ane could e 18

Morton grawles again, YFEeer link
shat | bwew code, sindd thak af il esald
hawre been keved T bave dlogie i1 he-
jore tlust”

Uhoow that von sor it T supioge you
vrauld b, Hoee et dnowee do dew 37

RS b reriie 41" :-.:'|:'::..-[.r\.‘:l'.1 Koz-
fom, Tl ywens wadil Lo ey itail by ypoue-
e, or wall you peensil me 1o help?

Alice por between chem oncg  more,
“10el it fwod fiver” ghe said gemalbly
"Then argue shout it afereerds”

Mealpn modded, bur he was not haggey
il wiai J

ashed,
a5 Arndrews

VT

_l'T' WAL Dashed,

Comnrmodoze Thesdare Wilson ewed
the steren grid with distaste, The Rlmy
white hame. snacking off the enhimes
airesuly cumbed: Glled the grid com
pletely and  overlapped  the  emioduy
leries.

The gpartern search had hern dnost
Urrongh. The random sexech tsams had
cut corlicnes aral looping curves beck
and fovzk througle the grid. Their cow
crage bad nol teen pericot, by far, buol
it was ol enough for s random search,
The voleme covered by the infrawave
detector apdcer was spotty, bl aile-
qusie, i

The epupment was shll breddang
o BTy five or ben mmimates - sl
delivefing a horde of spominns tespraises,
Sn:n:ln‘l"\,'hil'.s =hll were |'-e'i.'r|g sent searry-
i1;]_-_{ baick mneh forth o nveslipmde,

He (aced the grid unhappily. Ho was
pamnt Trom lack of slecp. Trom hastily
sngtelied wicals, or incals missed cow-
pletely, froi chain snoking, Irom warch
ing what had scoed as s chance e
mzake. & good mark turn into drab fal
ure, Worse, & feilvce that in no mun's
ruind could Be blamed npon Tad W0
som Por he hed found one Tifeship,
antd the finke vrould be forpotren,

Su el hs sulare “-'_r EVETY TRl
Faar. W som,

Somevlcre: back jo thar vast black
volue ol nothing, outlined by imper-
feet jnsthemsatical conceprs bhoa Jarger
feld aof nothing, was & lifeshin, Lost,
A tiay eold anete of ivon becaty-odd feer
tall and nine foct in diameter seross its
widesl pediat.

Weilson rried to draw hiz mind froam it
but could nof Livsteria crept in bur
was  guickly subdusd,

o his mind he smw her as he bied lasi
seen her, vt anil bepnee, with bex lighi
spacehag on G Aoor of the wsdaling
risgmt Lesids hier slennler ankles, He sicer
I'Il‘_.'T Il!‘:ll'ﬁe‘ I‘IEI‘I’-I (HEH l.'.i'i' I 1r||| iITIII { -
ertement, wibrant aned abive. He remem
beret her pariang Liss, o e swarmth
of her binly pressal agrmest

Alive had heesn Glled with woicipa-
Lioly, waittiog o slare hed caeiledieir
#ith himy, bur urable to share whar was
a brand-new expericnee o hor of going
to space with a mar wio had been a-
gpaciny for vears. A man who koow all
ton well “how space eoidd Ao hering,
lorely, and imeredibly monomoncus,

Mol Ake revel uwemuss boul, owhere
there 35 aoenery to waleh, il addieaigh
G bee I o8 dee, L Lwo bees oane
are evet alike. just a3 =0 ooc oousitain
avied Jooks the samc at two a'clock
e frriing a2 iolad lour howis e led
at cen i the evening.

Mot even like travel on wiater, across
the brosd goean whore the sccnory Js



= HEARTLANG SIS

walcl, whipped ioto #Eves of some
gimilavity. For o OFD mmes ane eveT
the samie smaccly, and there 1z .||1.'.r41."-:
the chanos of g 'P.'1'1+l."l.-d.|.l 0ra -1lr*-lc|rl|i'.
Ash. The meohon of the wess ds -
cpsunt, il senn irees as seotlotge Lo Qe
veteds s Hilladb

Bur zpace  was alvars e smme
Awerazs the palacdc reaches tovered by
Wan o 57, thers is histle chengs m e
asrerf nl_' 'rhi'- Ay A nenrlor smr hers or
there iz rr||~.'||.-u'-:'|| bzt Iy o] ..'ilﬂ'l."
thes sk foades the s foen Teita a3
ooy fmwan. wuy phoal o @y #ar
wilhinn Gl 'j.;.':'hL wEEE

Move aosan frorn Sol o Sicics, and
Canis _Major loses a bBright star mud
l.'J‘.l_i.T"':a q}_.ar-e: 3 8 Iﬂrgr-'l* nnk Tk el
by snw bt HorTR Tres '|1-L|r:grm.'.:.
1':r]:||'||1:||11.~1 iy assther ool bl
star that no o welel care reacts aleanl

g iher, Aldice Bl Dieen Dheilloal
troen the ceiter of - her heael im0 the
sk beer aloon senlhe Thie ales ol laking
e mme sl ksl so el sl okl at
fesesl bgeam oo pinsp e oocasily aod
Woe peeyplory that he had Riled to bring
Lo hes hreued b,

Well, Adice  Lenungway mms gwibng
hnro g my firll et g |

i 1w =il ST
greash when the meen carme
him wrhar theer showdd de nesce

| 3w I‘:}"l-\-"- thiem srimThr TT I i1|-' Fai-
warmils ol Whirwesehd of Bis o 3blip.
Hieh, "Wesbon, Allscar; thew olsess
Wilson kocw, onby by repucarion . and
aaige — Mersanstern,  Coaningham,
Wilkes, Thordarson.  Moore, Sl
ski, Themics, and Ciloateorm

urider  bas

fen cimls

CEVITEY watehed Tm qareely, bmoowing
vehait B st b fmehoage They

weird ek orers, either b celitne  this
frmitles semirclh e Lo abaodest il Bt
nol. abe ol s swaated w0 be the Grst
Lz =prak,

PPinaily - Weilzon simigled
";'THTII'I'irIﬁ.'_, the virmpiber.

PRI he spapped.

Manning shrugges, " Tell we what 1o
e gt and 0 deede™ heoszid s defen-
afvely.

Tasloy

ol

Wikt eepieded, Yo knows yoor
j:’_ul:! F-|:||:-1'-::=r. iR teil s all howr Hires
Huwdral ships vl cmmb spaes gl
aaizs mnylbiine g than g bsered-Andlerl
e

Toby Maoog swmewes] Lo apen his
minch o sme something. He owas not
ab wll saare wrher bie shionld sacr, rot g all
e whnu weses weise e Sily, I:i|_1' he new
he wan expectst fo ssv o someriing, It
waz &3 wcll for Maormog that be el
indecizion, far il he had  dbeeerl a
rlable ic wesld Jraws Tecn blusled Teock
doawn his chrcar,

“upee seareh!” roaved Wilson o
,:_{rll}'. "IT:rrgn_:rr" maneleersl W
wight s well be s bomch of erving
children, let, sl seearabling all oser

dofed luvol sicre Irpimg mooget onr
welves lomosd, Save T koow Lhere are
indercvnzinates: I ko Chere's :|.|'.'.-'u._'_,'-
troubls witly space oestslivabes, Saee, it
ain't like plewing o Gt alere yon
can follow e e 0l weliere voii've leen
Tast, LRut eow, Moo, e sagapused Lo
e g compuner, capalde o slowing wilh
the Law of FProkabilicics which, my
mith prot onee tolf e, should inelicie
e probed:dfitr char homan beiops . will
riithe st el e et =l =_||,|:|r_|-p1.r
g gel v the seareh 'rr|-' ard ]_\ﬁ}p'lﬂd
Lhe wesrreh quekter with what oy called
o fwinT of rerlape sortes, " .

Wilson cerned . Fagh Westom
YA FOLLAE sl.l'.‘r|;-.:-:-.1:l Lex biivve a lmmuch
of the fnest astroganrs in the Tlodvease |
"r':'||:| -|1'\-|,'1 vour collection ol schoolboys,
vririden f"' wrlliing hehiiad the steroo and
il W 1 1w 1 .’r', a1 hafrlines o show
whare weve 5een! Motz Yau shonid
bevew waseel 5 beeosneh Lz lsemine hrosk, '

Ho peassl S beach as be scorned
e walle bis eyes; Hen ::-'ir.l-:ﬂl A Hivmn

“That laney dundad of yours, Adlison
—the ol dadEwaee deleatos and
mager]  Lhd owoew eier mel mose than
tow mingtes of constant opcration ool
of it

L

Adbison arapped angeily, lis

Fage ped snd his hands opepine and
cloging
“ling” soeered Wilsom, O R

2, hell?”
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He bocked at tvem all agaia. He gaw

thenn, thiz Liwe.
AN pighe” e aaid contritely, V1w
bern ol bese, Do owrocg.  Maoning,
“wwhal ave the probakilities B0 eriod o
the grid jtaeif?"”

Momumedores, othing can b perfect
Wie kad to approximate their positien,
o Mad fo gucss their speed. B we Gid
put_vur search acea ouf Bevend the e
gir_ln wrhere their chanees ensded, T they
do T cnmarside o rhe o owpluras of RjrLcE
gearched, thear posiizon Hes aoder 2 wene
niTEs hgrure i-lg.efill.p.‘l' thre -'\-':-'11'|,:-1.'t:|1'iur\-. T
ey saund fike Im sl gil'-l'-e*"-:h: 1l
that's ic. ™o own can maxe @ persecl
SAME LNE CT0Es 20N uniess he ssmpies
every item, | owemld stale my noeform
an. the probafilite that the hfeship les
veithin Hae vodumie coatilined o ot greid. ™

U%eg M Wilsnn o nedded:  Westna,
ezt womn okl evibdag? T chewed you
oty ton, and oo ot boohack down
gand ek yoor honest LR TEL B

Flagh Wesion shrageged. "We'se Jar
mrom perfect varselves™ e said quietly.
ST pat il s ey 1 ogar smct oo
dazs e the oo in the macker ships that
i there wae sivye remcte charge sy
cedpht defin, chey waore o overcomipen
saibee, . Tuother words, roamreg a chan
nel Heenuph space back and forth leawes
gomien less himisell as to kis cxmst po
sibm, T bed mea wearking che courses
T roo theough the grid covered 'a e
tsdrzeal wolwine, L[ theve woers & chunee
fir @ne eplindrical coverspe to miss i
petpdhaag, beasing g bole in e gpril oy
fsen were to mowe o s koodl Huo
these crrars weore closed But T regeat,
we'be not porfect,”

'wr_-]_.fjl:lh PRI :'|-||.|-i.-re|._'.'. WAz, |
ce it the st You znapped ms
out of it Melse T oo o the Seast for
brogrng thal damoed glzmo oot here
and Gang wup Hateh's entre Heat 11
seopt eralt? But Fateh wonald e
hiesn alliog quict sowway, ag tbetoroel
ok, .-'1.|:|;rli'.i:lu i add *

“Wope," gaid Albson, sl o slake of
by Bead . W e lemoea the mndvawase de-
teckor 45 1t polished instrasens, We're

fnmbling i the dark. Bl idsre v vhai
presdsle canace Lhal Uhe détecbie nmglhi
bave. worked a decp spme wheee 3l
bade’t warkes in the ddetiacpace  Arll
ola planciacy syvslem. We homdly lensew
what' mekes the ialaeaves sichale, lel
glone how they poopagase. Bual we oeed,
Just as vou rried. We iailal?

“Just =2 1 kil gabd  Wilzan kb

terly,
“hoar completely, ' said Commander
Flatch, “%e did cateb one of chom”

“Hatiang Gity peroceat, One hit asd
I ITHESS,

“Smp beating voureelf, ‘Wilsen, "

“Teatng myseitf —"  Hec stopped,
then spole t2 Maazing,  “Whaet ace
thetr chances of heing 20 the sanc @enecal
replor ks Heat other |5|fr'-_-'!1' P ;

Mamming sl to Wesan,
srrwer thisl !

Woestun shook bes hesal, 3 hazewn
wizy af Jmnveine wheiber the resued
:"ih.?‘ll |t'-'FI‘ Iht_'. '!‘II'lTlIIl"ﬂ'!!‘I -'u'l'l:lt'.“'!':'r“i-r I'II"
fire wr afrer the laee ane. Nore oo wehat
aelastial inpls.  War 20 what spesik
Oz r!

HJJLl.':.l.lr; winlelen ], b welidecl 1 W=
sotn “ The wisswer o Thil, Commadoce:
g thal e poditdon of e rescasr] Life-
sl T v Do Ing oty the logt oaie. Tdag
a thor Lurdl of Sweads i o toss has ane
elfonl i e tuzn ol e aexl bess”

Wilson oedded  untbappily. "Aad so
we sl bere aid] rdk At Ly Seadhe”

IR pooce danowe gl B

YW i sarl e agradil

“Ix that ai odder? asked Haode

Maoniag shook hi= Lead abiest in-
perceprably, \Wilzon canght the faimt
shicetion and =i “Walt & moment,
Tator, velast hawe wen pot o avnd

UIC wee gttt over agmin.” Ylaoning
spid =oberhy, 1R heve 3 recomstrioce
e gﬁrl .|‘l-e‘l_-'.l1:I:-'i_" by =he e aelee
coverer the grid, thev'll bramw thad ame
b e vbadte v the seemen b oreabec

Wilaon oagll s peer. "S0 e
e zaked renerally, Tdea’t we start on
the ougzide and close o

Manming  gnsaered’ " Hecsoze o
startingr on ched inside ars bave the fest
fathematical choooe of Hngine fhem

e em
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Fiy srwerios oo the outsads, oee moust
pover 8 wast cvlhoder, elemcor by cle-
meat, werking in che dwection oprsine
10 theirz Mo, rhac's nor the Tight aay
o -:l-:'L it, Comynedoere, ™

. | 'gn'r lEsermstres VIANT TR
5\-_'1'||;,II Vnlvr,  Flugrk, gr'l' VOUT AR 1

gether and vorrpnte the center line e
the e l.'.-i’r in s hedoanch: Wer
gll‘l;—:‘!‘rl’l ".'!.I i ".I# g"l' | HI\.‘:"' L TETY '::l'l: .-IA.I
bl beedie Taeen S ull aver s Alli-
son.  Allisom, ek smngh men clioard
“thit crenky oriadbe of voarsso Al iy
pirt that |.||-'_'-'.':-"\,' an e T\E-.'||.:-\'.I'.lr!!! Wi
ten sernzieds, T owsnt aranberrapled op-
erilion, even thoanph the thirg oty

}'.-I.'I'I.-I'!p 173 Az r|-'-1:|' CERFITU LS.

Hzkeh, goat balf 0f vorre gang in wilh
rhe munedem search team, Wo s usiop
2l of vt mn ke L s el
rerearite:  snd vlies wliere Ciarp
shoidd b g:un'-"l'in-g the gize of 4 planel
huat'isn'c. Yes, we'll start all awer, Axnil
Lhis e, Hugh. give ue Gfty per ceat
oveilap caid . pet busy owith 'Ualer to
0 ute th e grid oo thsr basi
Uy

j_|_'|,|:'_|.- _:p;-]{:'d at hiim  Sore 1.\r.-:4ri|_1_.'_,
who =gw Iim mare weary than ther.
Shie angrily, buc Wilsonm was bevood
Teaiesd maoer himscll Xome anccionsly,
whay kv 1ane Ted Wilsono had lost
mare ount 1 Lhal blacel fisthingaess then

A repaiiinn, odoae uiark on his record.
Sommre loalest! il Lizo awillingly, “1They
verre il lowithe b Gied. LOQTy, CHpOT-

Bk, all willizg,
Wistedt prowlsd, “WeTl nrg em,
ilispnry il
Ther

rI"' 1E pocan reabled aich srowls,

wore pol seliootboys, thrilled  with
the adveniirs or given o demonstrahios,
ooy yuulls didvory oo the 0 of comb-
v e unkipowed for cheir comerodore s
[zl Jowve: But they felt it irsidr and
siaileat ol o lyw-vowced growls hecanss
ey were nof much given to brageing,
pither.

Al Ted Wilson kicw that if the lost
Ffaship was o be lowsd, hiz command
wanle] Bl 11,

W hare cocneuailbea o afficor can

in qul-.':r]}-. He -:aug].l L= vxemnrruarlere's
coe dnd preticaad Yeilsom serle,

"Commodare, be osaid, Fenroedhine
P'ri oot qudte sdte aleat. ™

okl ¥ S
“Ihe hourly infvawavs disbesss © |I'-
e of cowvse - Il% Limse for. i

Verison looled at o the o’ Tace ..nd
Enewy that somcthing was weoag. "I
camg imy gt i Witen Lhe eo-
manications officer dide'c socak, YWilsna
crieg, howese®s, 1L canne o™

The com-tech podded sioeasy M
bur it was sputtering baedly.
Thasn it coaked outoecod, Corocoirhte.
Workinge Lk L'se cver hears! before ™

Y imewhat T

UWell, vou kaow the cods whcel sos
mostandard convuiwmicaticns ool -
itg che epmeecraft licenze, the TEcskip
rumper, and the pepersl discreszs o eall

copested ovel i ey Doz Llires oo
rhes Well, sir, Cre Hecose daoliiedin
caooe dcongh all siphl, bual ailer Chad

M code got awhdl garble awal sy,
and kot e owhicle dmnines? pranemes
zion jusl crappod owl g Al algal
a Jmall-muinuie. ™

“Pada T asked Wlson Oy shsuees
voloe,

ent oot Llke n blieew fises Ril
biast, then -lfeme. Wothing ™

Wilaon thoughi fov o wioaansns, Lhen

logked aroumd.  “Anybody  have o

idieg
Aligcr sovatehed Lis head, ™ YVou suy

the code was all rigke but fhes pot
i 11_, za
s, s
Adligon ookl ol :'.'T:|1|r|'i-'|§-:. Fuih
peprr Aried il T scieree fnod high a0

st Allmoz s uninfrissire resesroher
M©apoing s o oeonqeler. Tack baod
sitglEed the roadheans e of coammraniea
oo, Mavmcog swebhlal solerly,

“Nou o't oshpposc B [onlishle
wicd te oy s aslonsatic wad-anitler s
by asiernd]. ' Hogees i |'||'|-;|| " "|. l..l'|-.|-r' 1=
wrsalbier paele Wl Ol resall i ity
|"'|II"iIII'\-'\-1l'II. sitie  Hhe 1:I|I|:'1-.r||'r|!:'||:-cl
iFmsrei==aom ere wonlldl ohrin only
where Gt |1|-'|'ir|g-. elrerad = 1||'-'.'i1'i1_r-+!
comfignmalnm. e reghi—"
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Tl erdenumsschons ||"|.,J1 hifnlse 10
R[‘J'ﬁhl’ljlly. Tl lu.lul or The '::u;n.rulll,}
mine vk oalwanl.  Hetl bmow,  Waholy
It o menslete imbeciie would e o
ey un anrmmatis diskrezs transeitter,’

Allson nodde! positively, “Can't be
L ey

Commrmander  |lerch Ioekeed  dowrn ot
has cReep, ST wray oimow PR 3T e,
he sl = Thes bt last forever. T "
He lel b vomse Ll ey

Wilann locke] tn theit inees. The
cold, Sdeek et wisoso olear in Lhen
Frueces - el be ooaaldd ol e 10, Ha
wins farcsl n rr-:::-:ngui:-:h tha Fael fhad a
litestip s oo spevscradt, & lifeshop s
ac Py timocam, ws ospaeswarthy s an
--.|||-| et b bhe B ocsan, as By RHTECS
utilells dnoa windsiosm,
'.i1:- wits il mtetaded (o com-
foel, or mr travel, or o wse I1owas
adenelal & Bogeeadd & eages ad il the
mipther smmuswcrafl sane oocropet Ll
ks IfL'e:!, i lil L jimesien T
time, ong .—1'"'-|:|:-,|| fo privee i oo resiae,

In s fiores of the men lowl liees e
termrr o e e debernorisizon Lol
Euleil T.eft s -:.-I||:.I sartoess sl |"E.-GI.|'_-
nahi,

Wileim |||-:I. luret.

Duoppedly he <aid, "Wl alic out
foor the mesee hone, We'll go nnas thoush
thiz hazida't happersd. W'l propane. for
G oy i Hhe ;-:'nr|.'

'I"'I'e._',.' 1wl farul e, Sl Lhie s
ob mnch bt Wost ks sprag, ool ealoes bhad
werer o Tenerd rueoblides, Somoe avel
welaspeerel,

MM ODNGRE WIS swore af

A4 e elozed door

The Monr passed anth the slow oler
ainghls "1_..-|lr. of etermioe feslf. T owns
e ccn_.-lﬂe;' rrcerhunly of the resall,
the sngering mak that ant & simgle thing
coidd b dons urnhl  that Eour  lad
|-"='-"=‘r'~'"|. andd pven chen there was a hiph
possibalicy that rothdog coad T dose at
H'li 2 i as e hourly airnal came
ir,I I.‘u:r:. bt Tezeoe zilid !-:1|-.‘:--.h|-.'.‘ﬂ|.'::l;‘. af
the servival of Ehe Ml pacly

This hud, hieen o zsef ol hephagnd
thimgr,  There Dol Teco limes before

when 2 i.i'FH!ll‘l.'ill ity heiel s e wenel
g, L gi._'.;rl:l.l Temise ok batizmae, ari
hid Araliy sene thear sipne’ e Sag
g'n;-cm s e v CROPETE R thnt
the sizral e entively aabomahc,: cline-
tirneed, These e were cliimei W e
.r"LI'iI.';_.H.-,I' sinee A Himed, |.1:||||r_|".|.||-::. qg-
ral only mesgat Ih..r rhe lreski ail hself s
el loxE rmae that cmy
iwlsseml ol wers .,

A fial |I D=ty b raL e A
wioudlil bass bocn the assser; O a0 il
cwecrwnly, mpslen codild haer beene ane
atillzd an o lifeshidpn, skl lestaringe momen m
the little: spaee s for s esserlial
m the sasteranoce b Bogman Gfe.

Cheenn Wdsszall are epeifgeed . wiils
broakes il loies: Lo l.':l.ll'.‘hj:l._.: Gil, weitl
genos for dpiekdige wisler [Gam (he [all
neean drinkalde. Alc s [res  Wasoe
i luctsare casl vvcrbossd,

Lo apage thore sre oo tsh moccateh, o
sall nEmar b -puriss, oo oadn hat thet with-
i he die pan-and Stshigh-presaars gir
dasky. Thecre 8 a sugple of wateér aud
a srwall relfninge plaal e dizdil waste
products, oot al sl eflicieot, but ade-
guale dora fow devd. BudAbe ballond e
food and wates and all of dhe air Boeess-
st tocimadntain Life filled upoa large per-
cattape of the'amall wolwne of & 1ifeship

“lowly,  that nerve-grinding  howr
paszsed, and then it tesame an boor'and a
hall, Than it wae tero lnours, thew rss
amd o ladf. Then three hewara

M aigpal

Andvew: lonked nslrnrt-: ab Mo,
" lotling weoean doi hecasked g uety,

Mavton- shonlks hiz headi  Mothing- 1
coftode " e s helalessie

e cheps st hes somedhimgg ™

"There probable iz MNocbon: sl
atply, U T weers g teadned: enmcesh,
[ conid prazably. faie zamethirgg tigether
and makc semc todged-np epedr st
woild ar leser radiate; Wor P ':r'i‘h.llI
o I don't knoae gll ke :!:!glm od -
WATE aquipment, Tt ever i Hency,
|l r.'.'lr_:1:g_|| wich  the wid of Uas
r-e:Flaj_r gzl - ki Temalsate sy el AL
nught hawve fuded. Bt hevomel thal—"

Amlrews ek hig head and:secsohed
bie s, ©T eapdl zee it he-said,

spELEL
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Moo whatT

Y1 can't qee Lot & man can claim the
ability to make & vepell on a cowmplicated
thirg like ki without hmowing more
thar vou o """I.' maons

'h.rlr"-:_r similed THinly, cal replacs
1 1111' ng unsfes g gink tog, " he gaid
Hnz .1.' ot |l:|1-::1t'.:'i"-;r -e-|1r_|'|g1'. o rralee
mieE a0 Nosrsesd 5'-I'.|11||:-r;r ITThis manngl
et dreranns; bt ng reasorss 1f
rhe l.m:iu:gr a thes serreimad A ey then
tfarbr-vir hondreed, sken check fhe el
Azes on rernnnals so-and-sn, measare the
ressslaniee  Betveern beermmals  Ghes ool
tit owadh dhe Cegdmamenl off, 0 sl
termiziad A o termmird Bl checle the
alirmadimg wolsee aesoss Carmpasent
Tan-rimieleed, E'P:||l.-1.-||5r|;.-; ke el
wr At Eicr iles ot folliewe Lhe Tunils, we
hwsits the Basled chiesful sl replacs il
B the chrrered Deds ali=s't Listher o
el vt 1.'.:1':.-' thie widums aemees aoqerhmel
sucly terningls 2ivmld B thirtszix hom
wehipr it - ', The

dred, oroaist Faopen:

fwinle wng met wmithen bor 11'F|-,|1m1.'e- Bl
:="|1t_-r < It s owesibreTi T #13 like
e R care mre b et sigmad onovhe

I|‘|::r| e LIrE T -II':":

intrawewe hands
thepry of opeTalim,

_"-’q._'l virht, then 5o owe Blew zame
T]‘_iT_IL IT:_EJ'T e i o drem

"'j_'-_'|:||_|‘.:|_'c iz thur wa blew feo Ity
taings w10 the same tire”

o't naderesingd!

M ataraliyt o smappet the ol Y Gu
lervesvs Teee abed thes =1 Lhian T ding Tl
iz =nppsed bo beoowre el uriy-g
humsieed, preadinge il b i .
L= el v Toe s Logo adwove smeinn iz
zaad i Preoother oae crres amelesd I
il bloer beth i, bigether, Pie wnll
;-qc doventer Tar ome anetapged g Lo
athas snmes ot to 2Rt teaer Hhosearied
Tl seading mmy b all vight, hat achem
CARGUTIIY im the dharmnend set reads
wrang, | a1 giee ms

e bt e

Foortor shrieeed biope Ly
dirr'e giee wp W e un working an
iz |:i1'i'1;r. Yeeo Flell, e Ph- ag el
mrn ar the recsieer noet Luien:t

Tun e apeite D pnrwear T

Bornera Tk b dlee Prgencion " gt

e IIII T

s w7 e zeid, " Wee miphs sz well,
Ti by sibandon thiz- seareh bocatse we
aTEN' TIRDEMITInG, W |111|;:Lt = wll
witaly the poswer enyeaw L

TICGN BARTE smeed Fis
anls “Faoune Breemde et be

Tt J.In.l."i, "I|.|-. Nesbe  ther gl'il:|
sesehl somE Dies b g, Al laove
boc viallog avmand 0 sltacked qeiclern
coct spoce. Linus poodicls teaer Lhey
hawe beedt waiting [of @ tectrfencs af
the eegalicly  mmamsmitrel osiEpmal e
ahoud] lawe kopt eomiog Bl wlacl biea
il Crorn scdte anrl of aeeeriimel, Withan
viae aslf-hopes Gy Save selobize ] Then
searcli pastera aild seeon wclned beovan-
thone, cven thowgl i shdabl appe- oliv-
zUm o them thal their feiends bave Tosl
their abality to trassdt,”

Hegia Mavlo Iopked pusaied. "ot
it e that cheytee disconarsd Pose 1o =1
Whst an ililrways besriver in leing
g B

Frapea Twill sleck Joe bosd, UTE they
e that thes'd bavs -:"""I.'|l'||.h-:' oante
cHicion: infraaays l.|.-.“'|l:-.|.:'.ll..

T '|1._|s lirein agr eod vime o ,J-u,-

irion HRETE sn:mn:cl h rizcll sotf-conli-
rJ-:lm:.. ULentlonen, oot live Teloe
v & racc with dogped deterntoalion,
re :.‘:I. aod ezl 1 LI L, EVET 'J.-:’.-L.:-'Ih
vy Mave faster] Gz

i 'I,_!:rln gaid aren Twil

o T Ko, zald Wigson !
noar we den ip

R Mavls Weked Twoperil, " Tao Lot
e haen it = T face F20T 00 4o paalks
triswlz o them

5'lrr'1 Teall Zzvoed 1o apoak. bt

“zguan gilenced himoalth a A of his=
rr||1| Aumen | Foime? pu e apere an 0 o
1w owrepirerd dar aneki "«-!ill.-'ln:u_ ol
-.'.'i|'-, s nsal, see upecre forces for 'I-,::Ut-
e TRtk mears en oallzmom alert gt adl
sledims, Crmlete wlert, Mg

Tl o lded?,

II""‘.-1-]: e pacpThoT h:r_l- ;_l:fvc_—rr._]:.t o
vl fle stwee rharge 1m0 the omojechors
watit a oarelizremiry Bast

YR Il siee

Al dzape dmstrieriong oo vous
lare ol Beers toe 5ot their hestes o7 the

o
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crigl Blast, bt met to clear gk #ITI, 1t

"'Ir]_lg.mtl:lt £k be :lsua::-' o

1z migats Bur the clearing Slast cnn
come befzre we strilke—ii v have 1o
sirilee. Tdfonbn that the «ail will e dis-
astrnas, Feging Alwr all duey scom @
hivvr oo arziaucenes werthy of the nape,
Ariel - femap a Tews Unedaaad aicgnoid
e, P il sl Eeess, cills dp ST
j e o spoge™
Do [l Bl I‘hﬂ.j 1A,
SR Tum sty Seeoatihee off of
t|:||::'r| it b kil o verlain elenent T de-
manil. A1 oy rade Those ace sl or-
ders. Wou, Faren Tranll, will Gike charpe
of the marewwers, sething g the Oesl in
rartle Lasimatior sod in'\,'r'r'.:-:'r'ng sich -.||i.1l
captain i e prepared BT aoy rivsoe,
hoswcwer urovthodox, ok of s are
Lo aiatain constagt perzon:l cemibacl
with ane, for my orders may chioge oY
thiz tsdante. Linus, gou aad betrer clear
yous logic compuiss of 51 peoblems, o
reladn e asloveatien we hawe stoced
el Lhis race. Do prepared ooas-
rept 2o inearmndien thal gy come fran
T et sl Thnederaland 2

Tlt_‘ , rI” Tidnis I!I".EI.

Al right, Thern qu 50t 58 each of
R rsu.n:'lv for it |'-“" -:‘:-1'“(“:&. repost
-*._r thar mhme o e g'-..1 (g o !

X

h N e b speckes preible as i they
cotld frmee At Gimbo Fle by the o poser
i theiy midass aod sftencdon, they o aat
i the litte Hiesbep o valdin b deathls
slfpaea; TFheir uiter ll-.:aiples.;ﬂm-.':»': Wi AP-
pearent to all crese of then, Ll thet
grass ol Uhat faze took differeni Irends,

Chat'es  Andrews  wis sogey cand
frichieed. Had he Sesnoadde o teatis-
it bds blecked-off communisichon L
ol bave eoared o anger. sjoled
threndanesd, weeased e orestoof the TTo-
weres of Homnperency. then cffe-wed lirge
veventes, Bul pechaps for the fral ame
in hiz fife Charle: Aodrews was in the
gwlcard pewilon of having po vhunpel
aof COMmIL 08 virhion witl those whe mirghe
din s |'||r|1.|§ Thereiores he veg w8
frightaied s o wnidicido oo i3 tokd e

et bose his o neads, the wse af =eaich
give b hiz only pppormnity to pone ook
Liz inner feclings,

lacl Naorton aes stunoed. Becagse he
had lowoked upon tlhds atfaic az: s soct of
Ik, Ondhees had oo Buroush enace-
wepceke =ajele and e should, oo, Boeause
tavw che biagd b doeced o cealige that
this srocparlilile Qb wizs lappending to
btz _Tl'.ﬁll',,E:l:llH'J.l was whiow! Lo rall FEL
i, sl aere was twotliog L foubd: da
it ak,

A compleof the aflers wde bl oo
r||T.';1:g}| '-i.il"-'\l‘-.l'l.' bz |_-'|:|'i'.|i."|_| wrane faene
tnrone |,'-1.r AT g their memcans, Aol

mking thetr shors atrur LT e shage af
Public’ Coviosity, Buz the game '1:==r|
curned Luu-:r il pawr ezle I "~|:t"-|:1 RLHES

monderiag i it might aot ke betrer to mer
it ooy with as quickly and pa1r.1rra-=|}' iz
oogsible—rxoent thal fock Morton s
aleaid L face destd: wills Lhe sarae gpln,
vl attitude with ecdsich be aad zbsays
feed Ofe. Bl e bad et Tuo, wrhile
dell L W b b

Alice Flemsnigwy wie breagltbema] al-
el tii shocke ST s draldhsge Tast
ke lslensd e, e -=.|.rr" e webich
mi: I.I1'|. E ‘h.l:lr_l".:l'l'“l l!ll.' .|r||‘| ﬂl:lt.l'u Lohte ' il IH'.‘"I
i G chang when the sererhime
]:'a'-l._[" |I|I'rh{'!g OF L il I-|1‘IT-\,,I_' Ty o g"rﬂl il
-:I.'l."i the ound keups crving e surely

srmenne il tore sadoane, Al grecama
hecome fwosrae ocaise :n.h reandy and
logie Tave Ned, and Sere iz g5 iy for
the mind 1o realiee Tt wo eodee curild e
leard acenas e ummdar S7owaves o
across Ui gl ol apase.

Alice also had bliod faitls io Les laver,
Ll pould et fail: be weowld net peroall
himzelt toofadl. She amuld ol face e
prssibdily e Haeogin Ted  Wilsoo
woaudd el Dis best, thal his dine oo,
ada] L equaily due ceews ot e other
vennnaiidets il ce Gt bt dhat
hiest weas et snaapls

Foclar, oo eate bl voestcaes] o ek
that Uhacles Apdzows hal wreaked their
code Cranamiteer: (e does el kil o
dig dor igporanes, wae Jay blane R
teekuiic! ineonipaieiee s s Anmeiee,
S arear B oan e, ot Lhes ciher bl
yithinig  koaw il Arileeas el the




| STARTLING HDdRied

winglil Gl e wrcor D had siade as
heevily ax hew gic, Bal Lhers @b s,
adnd ronzer ot m@ber il would protably
beeak tavough, cod eome oul stack and
wilal.

Theg s
into Jife

A0 rigle” meid the voicc of Cam
modere Wilson, We hove onr plings
We'll gsaume that ey hid a teckni
col bresledown and cannot fransmis, Dot
until we Hind fhat Toze Tifezhip, sond the
three of thew in-it, dead or alive, we'll
keop omocorrhiry wvice | Are i with
i

The intrawre yarnmered with oo chor
Uz ot affirmasives.

'J'u'I'II'ITE'".‘."'i 1'|I|'l||: L II*'I'"! I.I'-'I'S:'I.'I.

Iy = Taloce] wrd |'I ol -.-i;.-":.:l'l.-l.ll.-

infrawave feeciver chattored

Alve awdleed areemel e cliin '-'.-1Il'|j-
Hig |_E el Tl Tl Wan s’ Tl
RS,

Flier sat there in their lile Woeships
cabir, =old 3r_|:' ]'rl;'1'~'rr'1'|-r| anirl 1;|1ﬂ-':,'
lenerme! th cho phorbers g.l LE A T o
st trorn ship o ':l-l]'n stmad o |.'.-..-|r||.|.|.l
=l o Heee, ]TT-:_'-]_'-:: witmer e wareed o

they wwere as lost az zov Baman hieang
has eper been Tost.
~‘r-i;'l wrahiere gmi thers fusn wefe

seprciing for thers, I-r"} com g b |1g 11
_rf.-u: distant; -1'~|,-1- roizhr rren hie ,-:_-'-:ﬂ'-lg
ik the othor ::L.-:n:tl.r.. Hur i coald be
sl the wrinerts afrce thc rewr when a
weild X vell wonld oest from the
|1fr.;|1.'.._-|1_lr~ receEes w1 oratneie the o
Lomiverse: that the los= tad been fosne !

And o ?hr'_t' wratbe il hr_l':_:-e'||. :

AR

M HARTIER HATOH, trexd ol 1n

Lactwity, way hafing .|.|-' g crat cleeg
i o=rae ¢ A chet etk of woehetererd T
af the mirrowsve clstecinr’s rrerer b ile
findings,  Fut chiz trme 15 owas ol a
SpUTINNE rrEnaT sl ke o,

Tle ke peel Vigpon Sneels Oag-
ship at o more than o balfoile Bsbance
ane blinesd at whit he siow, hovding i
oA A0 mame elessly oomeothe wmeee thidl
iz e redzimel ] b :l,:-'ig ﬁ.:q-_".—dri]l bl
come out of the bleck in s Hushy el 2
Auid lime o' sparllive s, fad hbeted
irto gize, and had Teen beind hirnoim

anolher Hick e Teft only fhat Aowing
rmage am Fluteh's 'r‘hr.l hut rhar was
ractigh.

“That.” he said- akad in his omesmaza

.-=||i.'||. s it :1.'|l:|.-:::'|"r:-':.' e H__‘_Tl'"

Haweh (ipped bis Dider end for enidl
amd zel the Ll Tr froaght hirm taoa
slondier |l_'r' Lhie #re b oot g licesse
ol the scennd waes o Wiggen  Sarm's
soace forec.

T aae zide was o
aud darperows-lookisg. als arrets il
drd  uplp-sinneesl.  Ahiee limn sy
azothel, more distant, oo v fess argry
1‘7{--5].'@'. Beiere Lin wi u i_|£||ll—.1' =T
ﬁ'-‘_‘r. ite sheleton deckwearks  rromraerl
aith flect bosocls of space; dair slinge
hazed forveard, lookisng oul oF the cerrer
it vy angle.

Small, fineffective drive darcs ndivaoed
thit thelr crewrs wors elort, I.I‘:rl.'ll.IP']. idl-
inr, and et their wovkitg gats werr hal
and ready o & dile sfsae. Relnre
was anoilics ol e easl Dadlle wipame,
it projoctsr sactls dnmecesl One of
the morrets made a swill o a K ol
the proicetors a lowcring aml cmuplete

swivel, Lhen avatbicr stased e waem-
Bp MIANCLTE.

pochls srouteraft pazsed on. On
rarcamah the Irone Lne of wlbea-licevies
o the Phter Jagter elazzcs of spacecrall
nehing the front avray. law sk, e
[rrescert WiE mwes agwingt (e Riooculas
KPR, B .-.:||'i:1$r ta gee thie dar-e=tent ol
Fich formziinn lint chey faded off inco
I.|-:~' cieptha of Apace and he ocould not

b e o Hhiern,

H.-. Trassedd amiiter carrer and wgtehed
ile fisi Fagla, of Flg 1heTs 'P'|'1]_'- ot trom
Uiter aembeinr eles |-. i "'hl; S TaTTn
areward alomne rhe gz of the -::' ~rier and
dlisagear f:-r'.L'.lrll hiesrd the spearhead
|:|.-'|.|:I|. .-l.I:l\.'.r!. TII"'\I- II'III':E'.::. :-\JTILI'.I1'|:'1 .:I.'H'FT
aavitile aond sazne lscle b Lhie cormier after
Theic losr Eigl

ey aiiere
snouts ol projoctovs 100
W thetr turrets.

Tie hrole sut in g cold =seeat. Haich
wils a5 Imightensd & man as aecd cxisied,

He wms = eommander o the Spact
Force, & iy trained for combat, Bul

rupms e, alesk

Hamdy zawm
Ticig

Lhie  aly
and Lerndng




SPACEREN LONT hi )
the Space  Foree, dor olwious resgons,  elows. Hehad cxercise:, bot il never
was ol trained i momdhat, CAzide T weald o zhol Grcd 40 warrirne AT,
bBaveiing b ootibedn] swith e adl=mge al S Hisoely seesated il ol
spice Cpitacy, smae nere feeguent al- He g ol Tz deiwe et he
Lemtrrsbacinl Barmatry, Theefl doa] other forens wonld ool he geea. FHg leod doeenlaled,
afscttilgeete arnl v frespiaent some- halbacay Lo e odcrophone of Tae dfza-
giimp, ke Spowe Forer wats aob armad  wave, He slopped 81, Tese he he haard,
e s SR T Pligpdn ol Lis difee was pood (o

Thew basd eete wre, ol Lher Shops aoother reason toe, he bl hiz guakiog
were cllicient. 2ol foe e ek of aooae- mind. [t also kepd ug s sHoeal sesieadd
tive cocmy, the bpace Force was et & of dectlorating to-adead stop io the: mid-
pemoered service, haaded wnsaey e Qe dleol thiz incomprehensitle, oragmitizent,

cvclopineat of heavy stace oidomiee,  dangersus-izeking dest of zpace babsle-
Theiwe Rl wlwians been D ooesgsciesl crall

“Mdayhe, aome " Lo dade oooome Persomul safety. snd the bope of—
bepel ceves @i i with SLTIY PThE L

'-.[|.|_|.'|:-|.|.1|.L: el ' rll!l:l .:l.-‘.'|'\-I.'I'HI:".II! ".'_"'!. ?T_'II"' ATCH linghesdar harmseit sonche, He
sentienl animas iy tie aggiegatinon of G Wi e sk, el ::i-:|'i'rhg leshinid -«

axics,
E e o Snubegeki-dosls, Fe s Ao

So Tlaech, trained 1o roe down Jmg e ool Usece an the dpenes) apen thoi
meniary pitacics aad s oocssional mie- bl ever Laenoopened shers s deb-
sk some apacerian whose oporation:  tilsby frsethal f b ernal] s Ui, they
eacled an odorinto space, weas oo moce sould sesdnme Treme b bide dnothe wigd-
frained to spece combat than aoy ol s [Ten page]
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dle of that tzsk Jorec was liic & man as
mgseuline s feowas, teviog tootrall wne-
noticed through a mwass mectiag of the
Lemmma Upsilon Muo—beiter known as
the "t Your Mawg™ sorority,

Vezides, other mcn were back there
i spacs that must be warned, Frobably
he had already been noticed, and zerzed-
it from g tew of the smailer projoctors
m st feek foroe, I1':'|.r wonld hardly
let himt pass throngh the feer and go
Frese, Thew rmagrhe |-|.-_;.-|- blowr him out of
b [H IS bl ke Fagt mmirnent, 0 preserys
thimt elemerie of '\-I.'I'r_i:l"i?i' ot the mien
leick there

He renchersd tor the mrcTaphone, taak
a deap breath;, smd offered up s brief
prayes. L gl biag lines +|‘I""|II|?_"1‘| Lt e
ihe Blasr wemae Aol thad @be bzt be g
quick aod oocacilul blackoal astend of
& Alowr Al |" el eodler aof ||l.1r|g |
anne, dea o s .

Wilnem wis strailing |-|-|-. and o the
steren rocan when 'i'|'" lemact-srmndesr an
the wall bellowed f5in 5 soeined rovrs

Toomaaser Hateh o Camnemndore
WL v ey sty |

The entive péssooael o the
rodn - [rose solid

“Wilzogl T'we just coatacte] o Qe
ol waocrait, hdg slips will s ly-Tookiny
projester =orl ol things limking ovl of
migiilecnrrets Ulhers ave hig nnes ! Bi;-l
e than  anveilifie owdve s cwer o el
and alecletoilite 1-'*'-“[-\."‘ ot Efae qipien
I"li'l!':.“'- I‘E\.dl:'-"_ with Come-tan [gliless
I .1::_; re—""

F:l"\l:lﬂ Sarr| sadl criagly,

|||| I1'|,g'

el Himnl
;"';-n-. !

Eagin Maxle barked crzp orlers, aml
socng 0F Ut ships ook off o e ol
i sovall Faris el sl Thsegr this
hig crulses sizss swiorval over aml ekl
ot - Blavhkclung baimewire et quaelty
clampod Sowo oo fpeace dul shol olff
Hateh's travemigaony ag anraplly a su-
tivg the wives on & felephoee His, Hx-
copt that thore was oo geeds @ elick, - .

Weilsom grathed o ophonc and Barked,
“Uromanl  Yeouw'me Hateh's  secoid
Soout that! And seper oonstancy ™

“Affirm, Crmmadore]!”

Wilson cnilied Advits]l acne,

“TTou-

Ble, Admival™ e sapqed  enstle
W contacred winil dggeenrd b et a
war fleet o space
Audmairal Btesie was dumbinonded. Tike
many atlicrs, e realized] it e ooilh-
eniatiesl probahilities of there heing an-
other spodicie race it the Gelaxy wis
wlmast B oearmaingy, that consideriag the
hilhions ot sters, the figures read to fhe
cne of profehly some twenty thouszaod
ench plinetary vaces, cven taking the
probabilifies in a pesgimistic quansizy,
Fat twenty thouzand seaticn: races
sprinkled across a voluwe of space with
theinfinivy of the Galaxy gave cach and
rvery ome of them 2 Iot of room. Their
||..||-r|'-1|r rnntmiet with 0 BROTASE  waE
shghtly lews protmble thun the close pas-
SR TIT TWn e mi
Tl £l et 1 i oo t'l_] g
Thiey rr.||1.-'q'||_ Uhsid rwlllng 15 e
dome righe inow harey,  Dight Jespues ot
space sezaTated the bumsan forces from
the alier. '|.||_{hr wanrs b o be crossed
As Hrme vouned, ol I_'-rl-']*.-' Al TEDUE,
gach with s cam pr'r--l'-hl ‘|‘|‘II_‘|I1‘7’-I|'\1'.
Ady @kt Yase T Colbdale everylssly
cxpected aber Humsadtkool wouald soame
day threctl upr owith soioe siellar faoe ohz-
tant and remnte aad peskahly as exniie-
lmakdag as apything thal the most larid’
szagieines harl ever naed o therr coepds,
i pomathly they woild he bummao-laak-
i Eacl: woan Lanl fus cewnideas, and
o el were exaelly alike, The alicis
would eonze ag [ricods Thes would e
st s fricnds. They would come az su-
periors o help them to reacly Utopia, or
foie g8 masters toooake them slaves
They weve humaniverous—or they wers
rood to et thomscles. Ao whar might
happea to an Daclligend Glot oignon T
il e the time oeesed slovrly et
Hatch's sevoml, Major Swocemzn Fro
rracrt, aned ks csvonts oeaale comtc

HEY wege wide spread os thew came

apaial tha snace latiec of "rjgﬂnn
sarti’s hest owave, Their veports were
shetehy ard eamplete, becayse  they
Tad b carddarcd o noaks eontact, to ob-
sepve, wind Loosveon lmacfe T gouleien
they dlescribel the Mo
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S Thossad e lon

“"Five unrbed ro dizemeled

"Teelve Larpels—"

WO o prsjectnes ekl

"Tant frirweard ard "

"Toaen il sprresud Deshiaid™

e e

Ry bamen®l e pok carriprs 2

"Fightlers with liscesds-"

"Hueeiveds ol Gremd”

Stooe beard. ard digosted the rambls
of intormuation.  Ile heard things. des-

criked that e eould oot beliowe. and
thiogs that hc had to-accent,
"Witson Y he barked. "Herreat! e

10 e
Y Buc look, Admiral—"
Mudmival Stong took g odecp brepth andd

fonght his darzled mind intog semblance

at arder,
Uommmdere Wilsan Y he IL;r|;|_-|||||:-,;|
-_']'_:'EI_I_‘-:r', Catfical wnlers,  Yow are Ao

abamdor this saarch, At omer”

e o vow realize -

"o o, Dommoders Walsen ! T oam
well dware of the Saer o that cheee e
thres hreran ferese s sbkoeee, Baal dialer
these gircomessness T conend l:l:tj:li.‘.
thres cheamsard Fves o demmne dne Jeop-
rrdyr on r.|¢- el chanee Wil Lhres may
e swred, Yom pre imderesd e abandon
the seavch aodl reboms b e

Al T—"

STowl Lere appaine willy pou. Wilsom,
hiEswase T o't want o ake panitive
mneastdes  Bul gleasc umderstand. that
vl ace Taetop a batiSe fleer ol anlinowrn
sideipth aod unkoown Gre pogser, bath
Gactors ol which must csrminby Do grenr
aT K A0 TOATCE OU ERReeD g JuT 1
itz the el Yo comnot facs them, W4l
zon! Your spaec rifes are stowed and
yuhr amranmition hol ds are BT, Yo
Lorpeds bavs are stocled ] A
seateTed =r_|:+||:r_‘ rmissiles anth smicke-
Aare warhezds. Vioor Are-voftend aedip-
meEnr m'.:'r|:= rrvertmal sonl ﬂ.l]jIJHLl:ul'.h‘I..
amel wrm= liwleses ave ol dhecked oat or
Laktle renmeterer. For the saleoe. of youry
men, Wilaem, atul for the salety of your
koane, wim mast stopo thissepsciess- ar-
grmwal gl obey: yowe orders |

"t Sarry Admiral 1"

S B A TR T T
. ':'i| Iuiln-.-ar, il 'ir:_, bt 1 sm g-;:-;ing o
firn

Wem wall smesber youir comimand o
Ae. Mamiang, s will ke the tern-
gty rank wF Commedore Exernhive,
oar wetll rnnsinlee vimtzelf urler ueresi
withest romAnemenk fi qoarters, aned o
wrll jresemi vt to- ey office NxTE
vour retten.”

U1 owilt e molldog of e sorl

"Then T mse s pundciee sinsysures

Actteatizn, all squadrsn commandsrs
ansd offieces above the tochnical grade !
Commodore - Theodore Wilton 90 pe-
liewved of cotptnand. and ywow are Lo pro-
coed on your own dight plans to yodr
individual wases. This iz by ordér of
my othee, 1 am Hdmiral Stone™

Taby Manninr came i and bebod
i weere ledswards and ';‘n'a:nrlght. (LS
son faced them -.rlgﬂlj-. “WERT' he
sz

r-1.5|111'|i1'||; lialeesd
zricl nethinm:

I Biegs," zaid Wilsono slovsly, <
it stblon the corrrmarsdof this sl -
T

Tuiliy: WFarme g vnitliled - slnwerls

T mon mefsing b obey yrl,'lm T
s maf plicing my sgeadione inovoar
certicniunad, dde. H.‘-..;lhiu_g-;. Thulegetand i

Todey wrmiled  ctoakedbe. T anclar-
st Yo eee ssceptng all respumsi-
Falily, el vun acee dallige ae-that 7 T
dloy wrads Folbmmr i ardei | dhisoley-
inge i aesiar fieee "

" Precigely: "

Woaiariph 1 sitied,
an’l that—"

Wilson's langh was brittle Lot wes
no homnr at = “That is ]_1r:|'15|:|_'_.' Tirhs,
Fven thoogh L oo dizafiering a semior
nEer, M Tl.‘;lrrlrrlg vl be -;]_1,-:}u¢*.rmrr
brs semior .|-hne-r I b idins: it i
ity comchedpl”

FBut isa'v Admdral Seodss seteoer booall
of s

“Weai St lueois s distanr senior mo
yor, loam yeur immcdiate  suporror,
And pos damn i stop nnéaing likzes 2
spaee lnwyer aad letls stace untingd™

Widnrighl aweediled; bl s b el

e

uncomrertailes b

"Bk ook Jeeee, Ted,
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tia '!IZF.I-'E lic was mielbsrim

Szl e T mnge Dhen Uie shenk
wmives i the wandedan o fghs wah!™
x

v:"LCiHILY Uil Lhive sureivnrs nf
spacewreck. In the Jose Dleshlpy, sladed
af the wrille of the ialrawave peceiver
i1 the dead'y ailence ther Jollewed ful-
writal Stme's last fransnussion  This
'eueflr e e of message, cid of Rope. end
ot dhrn

Foede Morwon' Semelvss voice privoed,

“That shumf rape 7 wide, doesot P
Alve Hermrwway's woace carce ouf,
weath aral thene “Ted- o fried. Mow

'r'l'.-u:'“—

Aglmrmed sl 1]'- rpvickhr, snd zreds
acdss Ui Moot adabaly, e faoed the i -
[Pavenee meoerver wath o Tz _l_{nTIn;"r m
ks ewe, anel e roored; ;

“Toana v, aosie hacl |
wiane bl !

Cluer st aver e mimeed the inune
v ldla; 2l as he rosren, bisirger anl
wiasness ncten-a] anid |.r wita liFzting
a Gt oo b eabiioed e vl eril Ti B

The jodrswave -u.l.l vrasjiby, "F iarhit
Ao MWineween e dight piern For
Pl:'l:ll.'_;-'l'lll Fuigr.™

U P scpmaarenl Arofresas,

e aniirne:! the anfraoae,

s M e Anidvews agncin, heas
uig Lhe smfined swith ke

et gaid the 'rll".hn'”'u-. .|1'||| &
creers cane down ou s ilnoed itk al
of his wiry srzengels

Rine ™ The Bl Tassioe o chiyilas
with the call.

Ul Adiolber hied
HI’H’.H’] niaske om e el

“ocven!T Tl caldnct kot diesand.
Aoshowicy ol glazs Jell [oous the foming
indicgrar

“*-_-. w1 Almoer lasr e g seld thosd

e Ao zfwer tho blow aomic-
raimr s attercr oo the spealrer's ﬂ:n.'-;-at

"R |V Toala biext, il Ao
Il Plrowtded  alae 1 e cnhinet fronr
riversir] Lhe clarls

UThroe—""With n fueling sound ras
pafrarases olicd, il saied o roere

| Brrn vom

Finsie meowow,

i et

[LE

Tmagaly te i beat dapon the Leni
cabiner To e suroe Tll:'."H‘IIrI .:ﬂrfl-::-l'.-gl‘l
the sousd bad dics, He Ll ool e e
undil the sour awd shogk laal Leen viped
our ol Jock Merior's ee He cuoe aver
and hawled Andrews (o e cabawet.
The financicr steuggled, but it was (u-
hle zguinst lock’s zize and strength and
windh s stamina

T pilot frazped  Aodrews Oaidiog
artis ang] held Lim invvoblle agiil page,
rroitimiess and Bysteris hed passed. foa-
threws lay silenr. hiz face blank, his
|lr|-.|.||‘|';||g shialloer,

"\Ti:lrlln lnnlossi .|1' Alice, "Stroke ™ L
aske! worrielde, “Tiaz he got 3 bad
Lapr et 3

Adice Jonked g the serne-Blanleaesy
Iadizg feven ber fire. “T—den's Sroa

ar immed o, gT
i faarmt

fitim |-.r| i Morkon
one of the hoaks,

UHes passal i
wadked bacosels b

Alive bivaglu
i.i[l.r.d. a"'.1.‘..|:l.".'r"| (211
Tk I e wshesd,

b & - pid

"Whial Jocs thas weean '
aind all tlat 74

ot ain’lgead, Yot Foodn sames heds
Ya: eome i incvitabile u...-uxg.%'mli-;,
-:|.ltu:-:, -.‘:1Z|_',- il LR R |'r|‘ar.¢f|.r_| [il3 J;I'H:b

e P i B 1 TP Ly

o aedded soborle. "Wean 30 65" he
tald Tees positively. "The Gist oo byved
tooatart the luwsan vace Ty kadeedng
wlhea oo o lixe Lwell He ran ooddl he
rould pick up a handy rock o dricw,
Thac's what our men have donz. Bioo
185 VTl (o VT R T

Alice dopled ool “Aad Ted ™

LT -1'115,:l 1 owonlde't ke,
b wadel. T1e"l |_'~1'r'._.sl:|l1' got bustcd &
fewr uraddes for insvbordination.  They
bk bes ormimand seser. That's onc way
of preventng full fsuhordingtion Srom
art afhorr who raght have a Jot of pulblic
wrcmet ar s '.i-:_:r' -'|T_ |;||:||,1 1‘_|LL|_1-
rretbe nueerind i ohima, -.1t_-"'.- tules away
Mz cermrman '.;'J'm-'s e |']_1:_-|:|h|_1.':- u..:|]_'|
i doewn g fevr steps for treing, and Jer
ke swrepd 1 gt

“U'm ghad,” she said simply and her
Toige weEE calm,

Euermy ships




AP ACEMEN LOST 1l

M ORTORN  laoked ol beer ':IT:|||E|.'1}'.
- Sl I.:I.I.I.r-'rll:ll his el el eneler]
alrmst cerenchy

ST wponaled B o shaene, ' she s, oy
Teel mabede to lose - b rands ol bes
preshigs and biz huenor, and syl s
life amd the Hves ot gl his men; T dog
g\r.-c::l_',' a‘r.;'q."ing st hers sn che omee of an
prurriy Aups amiinst orders

foorton mdrded . dnbamsiy, T sape
paar w3, heasll U Taar do e ke
wrhere thar lewreg a1

e e o, 7 e

Tears swelied p in her eyes, amd 2k
leaned jorward o Gad streagth oan b
arus. zd s fest (oo her meare howd oo
L shoulder, He beld hee, seatly sreck.
g e sk with one hand and pressing
hier against hitn.

Sl sboppod sokiying: after swhilz, and
lzakod wpat kim. Murmuring softy, be
leatzed downs aad kizzed hor fecs,  She
chiuelied at him oo seesyed - in his soms,
TTe st hiet lios then, butl thore was oo
fre o themn

Wrir wis b capepezael; Faoe there was
e Fee i bas vvey, siiber. L

Vigman  Bprri slaed, YWer-rv -
rr'r\-e-ur"rlg Ver-me”

Farer Thartl shropael.
miszodid pom et

T-frg:i'l Wik seoeelesds. W had e
in e e ke connpphuted A -

v oave the order to free We ninald
have chased ern ioch by nsh, Tt alt wes
did vras o 1'_.:.':1g e T Sk amEl s
the hall plares oF of them and et “em
rais Jike rabbie.™

Vimpon zeailod. “Eunatly, T oewpenied
ofre . 0i tva things  They ool lses
gearined into s senselessle, smiodially,
i take whaseeer toll thew voalil sl -
fnfe e lozt, That's wiy we had the
piojectars atermedoand the fzhrers ok
Taloe't even neen an ans il kot pro-
beclicon, “gedtlomen oo they fid the
ather thing."”

“opee, " orowled Ramie Maylo. “They
coulid cither stay or ron, S thew
dide’l star, thov—""

et being srnack,” suapqed Viggon
Fuir O weren't yon Helanings '

L L

“THRL Al

UThen yon: shonld vealize at what
Litey woabe dodng was Dohaving scnaibly,
Jose what wouidd i de, Nado. v
wite wilerine thrdash o weods -
arine] aml = hoepe, wnkooear, aad com-
petaly anessected beast Zeaped Do oo
yomr peth e

|"-.'u.1..'f|_'| sneereh, T el

“Themn: whiat 3

Wirle's eees widensl. He saidoat
last, “Thil min wiiesl T el wiigre T oeould
wel aemed, then Td peobakly gno back
quinEng Lhe hgss™

Ry, Baae nel Lo gesd an aoal-
dge, which b my fall,. Thes odud ool
rin 0 oabiect rereor, They sent somibs
boapr 15 and report cnr strerei s el
thienr pelel, hen rI-||~.}- ratrenier. Thers's
1 diference,  Uhey rbeeied borme, Lok
ratredod to their base or leses, bemse
they emew shat ther cold do. g‘rll.'ll.l
Iy hnarling themmeslves on s,

Thev wanl to arn themeelwes 1"

“Erecizehy. '

" what doowe do oo

"I ofink vee hiad besc guestion the ooe
e picked pp”

Lings Bretn shool his head,
Elt sz, e said.

UL st

W hiet we pricd open Ris scowmbceatt,
e come oul a-iphcing and ke foaxhe
antd! we had e lake hioe over He
Glipren] sevasal pf otie haes, eod i
satod wea ok Ll cougsn. Our Gl
itz men cin gel hael, weid o,

T " el Wiggesn

Wik Ban bl bie e e et Lieds, [
an pxbensive mieslican g o sonie e

"Dranan ! Well the aesl beat thing Lo
e i boocollect ihe LlZeslip.  We Kaow

“Nor

wopal owe wianlesd Lockswey, abaoat  cheir
s ferelion: Maw ae must lesrm
bl thelr mcdivicual peasiion i an

iwwloverel mond danperows sitsation, '

Farven Twill ptolked up che miceophens
aud: ovdered s @ieht of light destrees
oo ki, L, .

‘“"‘,"II Sk sae i the demic poom of
the - deteninr ship s onreesf,  Thie
lights Aickering wers el acres the

presentation. sutface; fecks and; streaks



- HrARTLING STORIES

wFoaprarins . respanss,. T with space
sloprpl 0t the |-"'r-:J¢;' [N ER et al B & I |§_r S H IR
rminfe, the die L-l'rj-r:-. and the srrenidnars had
il I":.|1.|.-\.'|.:'||_l sl ik thit olvster o ke
alill bielik fis quehier, i

WA e b Adhsun, “Seetes wome
cee wopald boere sdundested e sl o)
ferr s detp el

Adlisnn was soaking s hesul owhen
e chrse weni Blacl asson ey

sooaliln’ lebievs vom,” he sanl,

oo af ihe beelie reiljuasted soanatbiog
il L .'-1'-:~'"|."l.|.l.i*'| TaturTed

bl LR -I Loneierd Moy bnsiteess, Lki:
Spage  Seswd anal Wilsim,  “Any
saewice, I gus.-.-

THowe wnf oaskbed Maordusyg,

J_f I -'i'li"' iLRiT ¥ 1Tt IIZ"T .I.Tlll Tiin Ili 1"

nbicg, b keep o qiildeig LA wre|
clipys fr:. i 17 e dem'l mefne ti
virex vt The seder csngd we ey |

gt dmssl 0 ure o o gnme ik
wirle "

“T wernler af shey hure char tromple
tiam, ! WASHrriehe snid '11'.:*_.i'r!dl+"l:,'J laicng

np &b chiseer oof doss thar repre
serbad the aremee Hest

"'I_'n:'::l.l-I:.' T1'||-|u‘ wo

il ede ehonic hig hesd, U T ratbes
Fizht an coeey kst had oo irer-kound
digcizloe. Let ‘cmorun wild, caking
their carn idenss a5z they come, Let o
Fopls orih the =kipper et ‘eiooguit if
Hyree eomvngivler decsn™t o |3" theiy as ay
That's thie Sitferrer o 'I,'."rr“~|:1 a4 o unn
- e 5

Wilega grioaeds T i confosiom
thea e said, with a wave st ke dome
A I hogcthey have 201

Mgoabey wmoched. & groun of Jots
vaoecd Doone e cosongs sl stanted Aowey,
h-':"-‘-':_'r. at 211 ang’e "'|1r::,r e '!'|'~ri|
tie fots had prasresscs a iew foet froee
e miEin slosted
inlently

Abh-

Ted o Wilknn eeml thiern
“There T3St b somie rRson
aon !

EE Y

HRen i vor cAn praject an imaminary
lize aeross that Camr domc® 11 het
that auwr lfesraft Dos zomerhere alang
tie courac !

Al son velled, * jores ! Falhignin 2

The ilirne blicloed ont with a pufl of
qiateeks e oo 1':-;4__:. & toeh _grq:upn:u:‘;
decp am nne of the apen pamels sod weot
ley wiek watli by Eamatled fools, Some-
onp enlles abonne the rubbo® that they'd
Isvve 11 lowck v shape now i,

Wilsami sz blet], Swiesn fhonzand
chelivssione il paevses ]1=|.1'|'\.. and 3 halfanil-
i elesifosies vornpimen s, 27 balsnced
on Uie pibpesind of & page of squdtions
racled Boto o dearee’s {.gl.]_'-! Aqazt ] here
i Live witl 102"

At prambded, ©Fell,
porioet the Gesl "

ALl vipdi,  Cloeges. LY Witlaam
shrugged, as  Lhe ieee Mckereld  om
ACELL,

It osadea |:|lw.'.':|;.g. trepd-cintil-oer barm,
Tlics e weeseababicn sz areml sorme
ofe ol e opersanal dses ol oo parlis
Vlar conrdiate, likea shnelddon heing
l.'._.‘:l.‘:l.'ll-:ll Iy i gmalderer who wiurr: tnoses
vliat bappciss ehen be pishes smy bl
ioa al pandam.

IL calided dowen

Jones and Halligain sél ap thet sighi-
wae devicts In he cenner af Qe Loy flocr
and bepan Lo wivjoel heit Doe porpss

narhiTE

Jthe dare,

LA o Lhe Lleckts wcne 'l11'r.'r|:-'- 1:||_J by
Al T0 wer -'|'|.|r|g|- P gy T
sedtiae Lhroalnhl Ty severn |1'I':':|-:'h1'.17|'i.'
levels—"

"Olooaweay,  Magill
(Bult i

"Bl wsk—"

“Yon look, I zaild—" -
A whitc-pcliow eirele appeared oi the
dore with & rod Tne emss an il ke 2
telegeope poticnbs, Hallpan wes adining
& flasbiizln poiuter a e doree el
Ballilog o the Dooe wiilee al Lhe saree
i,

b

Mavhe

lHiErH e

Allison !t Waghe that's T

W TEE amcle was o panpeint  that

carne inel wenl T elamerd neow wond
'|'|:‘::|_, el 1 ':i-.:-'.:,gl‘l-vc’ milii 'Fh-u.':rlg .~,.1'-.:|.:_'-¢'$
as b roergar] with the vest of ohe Hicleers
:'rlg g e dome I st Emve heen
st 0 e oener -:_'h:mg'rl |i-;__-'1't '|_'|;-|1'|;|:m
rt the dome 7 rirere bad heen vooregsnn
o sngpeect e The s T om s desed Tine



REACHMEN LOST i-]

avtigs e darne trorn shes conre gr the
nitlear ity

Tall opght,” Wilsim sanl grimle
A e CUr R I sk booEn Tuul:
Torn thez ceate bewd-on for that smace
and we’ll baresl !

Slowly rhe prescnrron in the dome
shitted, Thc alvast lost spor coss and
itwms dead abowe,

"'I'nl,u' ol the eoal ™ velled Wilson
“Wewve oot fo e there Besel™ Lle
grabbod  for the iafeawaws phons oz
ericd, “llells, out  cherel L.ir'-:aHP
Three, we'we sigheot 1o | Well
witly v Hi—" Hae ""'L-l.'ll:l:lj At .-"'LLLT:-r-
CHeow fur are they

Alligonshool: his Bead. "That's ooe
ot e Jumitations. WA can detect, and
dlisplivy oo sobil agls asioich, hutoae
Faven' gol Lo Gee fangiazy yen”’

Wikand sai] @ fewe woeds that shawdd
wyer hive R ol gselr the s lraewa s
Then he <aird Gate the pheee, el
v v siphtad you anyways aod wed'lL be
vrithi :."\II'I zh'mrl-' Sopnel s ]L‘[J.1_1|i1'|-' e
-:B.iea“. 1 hupze Ir;- dwinl pheytue wal et

CECETVET &1, &

Lawias -Heein sl 7 shioke' Lz JRirL
af *hat, Wew sarls fer the Ales, T
s, v

Vimran Sarmt skl CPrdablea few

words of coademmution oorer Hhe dace
that their dewortar dossn's ange.”

1D eamzlorue them s,

"Dhyoshat Mavbe we can asl lhear
sivecile peranivg at some later date. Tl
Tl st b Focdinedd fo Dark thase meedaal

o af ey 1o Eee what happens,
tphe happen, Lisgus, ks doowme stand
itz Hlpweian

Lious consulred a chare. “UPhey're o
Titde eina=e oo che e shbas thim s am,
Eal o' fasier.”!

U IEren, crn 't w et sy iore e 27

Facen ‘Twill shraggel. iWelve il
aEpaneer -escort,” beosaid. YT e oot
wiind Ieaving the dusrovers hehimsd. ™

“Powr it wn" ozaid Wiggen Rard

ghayply, “Then have the desteavers-fan

GUL HE can inteTrepl o petiern just o

-1 ; _ :
"':_.-'_ﬂl:'l el A aee i thic wedce,

gt it awas sor Tesalby ool sl was - ghe

;.:'i'p'_t'rln Qe i all h'.c-lw, the mradng att b
all sl das e, i reswle ber podad,

Mebon ssulle? e o fascaoeme il
thggedit ol b iy wonh] bopee beem oF
thes luel beet snog amed wsaren e fahirnsl,
gzl of oyt ami alone inospane.  Ter
sheneder Sl againg bom didnor briog
prssion, fuf oorapeesda  Lle drnel
hier head and tried to owanm Roe shiv-
ernge Lok,

Arulrawys sill by tmoa eoo

Jemzk Marhm looked  ower  Alipe's
shupalder at a wall csdenet, Ta that opb-
it owerrp s crwenled  Hhato skl
Lievrge o meteiml srd before the o real
snfteriug begen,  Andcews probably
emalda’t  aced concs  Lwe o maybe—
I'I'n.-'|.'|."|'_|

Sty :I.-n- it u:tﬁrh_ saxmething arainst
heis will, Morton dsentansled Aline'a
prmg, Laenthy, lest ghe sty and coF ol

ir-fear, he ralee hes bold o0 bim -and
stoaleeel  her amnms Gfor a momenc  hHe
shipged his ormosnm out from: bencsth
her ek and Bold hee st bis athier
T o Pl 13 1 R W 1.

She wasomoaning fiocly, swcbog et
the trafing and meot rt'aﬂ'-' BYARC Gf "il':|:|i.1.
he was a:ﬂlr'rr Lz slipped off the lunk
and wmlked acrcss the vosm unsbeadibe.

Slewcly ke went, bae the ddes o his
rirned wie apainst Fadetermination, He
onrsed  the  muned mapsmitoer, aad
smarled amder his hreathar the booken
reociver, Fhen he Aédizd with e cateh
of vhi cabinet, biz Lopets obcsing duis
sboonscious, sbead ol hiz aat wey Hiten

will,

T TOOK e mmpsnles from - ghe
Doile aad wenl binck A Adeee awth
e iz las Bl He boeld sechef, s
sbencizeg biesdile her, swvhen he doodeed ob
iz gdozed bt atal deeade? B vl Db ot
agie pere drdeticle [efire - he popresd ome
indey e nognatq ool bl Haee siher ane
el
For i, i eoat aonl  prbdsgmrions as
it sy abdhds femusicl ) adedas kel s
1wl o gl oowudse, owas sl deteer
thadi takiog that lobng, wiladei and e
prodiclable sbep o e Long Dk
Hi- anoute pazscd: all oo quickly.



G4 STAHTLING ST{ORIRS

Alvee shimlilere]  zmdd [_l-ﬂ_-s,'\,-r:d :.ﬁ:l_iﬂ;jl:
biarri, - STl she |'_|i_4_'ad|_-~q] weakiy.
“Ted—hold me ™

¥ ag, -:l:l.1'|'i|:|g'_,"' he sl acpthy. There
wits o perint in hachmge her soe minse
Tawt her thinie ne waes Terl, i thit wsis
the vy she wieiled o

Aornddeaey .-|.i.1'|.'tlJ._, | 12§ nmivels

Morwoa  bwked 30 Kim,  [enwsisg
thoaglaieliv,  Blayle  Aowlrevws  sheuld
bivve i, sy il fad. IL ‘woodd. B
fmgh wns the pay o enoe Ga, sod Gad
Vool U oches ity e ome Do e ship, and
al codrrse ol Rdwee where to iod dac
TEELSy.

The pilat degided to aall for apocther
mudaale, He'd got avocher eapsule and
sligeil -t Adidsowd. Then he wonld beld
Adiec oaoe more and kecp her Dappe,
thinking Lo waz Tod,
“Ihie  nwdnent. more. honey hie
brpartbred v her car. then asaed il
wiailly, “Tee ped o pel vou semething.”

“Huiry,™ she muriured

Hauere e Waali!  Gordc over with |

Phe A= aeings ga the calaner ks
feomper i bk, Do the idea wms w6l

B ban Qe weons A8y,

A bl 1 he preuntad. sz he reached
tor He Binke agiid,

Xl

AE CEOMMOIOUT THEQDORE
VWilsnn pved  the infrssec  dctosror
1:::_5|:|:||::|_|:E_£||:| o the e ol the deses-
tar sl e groanezl. The prozgencannn
el targers s slreager now, Ar the
apcs ol e dome iy Qe lifesliip, s
iesponsc wang el sty but aleesrs
Ateone cnougi tocste . visible ceen ut
its Joeeest ehb

Comre fnriy o Gl degrees diwn
Ferni=qibcie wag theostromuer respocise
af Ahe eciny waTora Tt bammme roolon-
Tens iz e dome The srap of sqcec
e that had cameowarls owern dis-
persal i some eomphoidel  pattern
Mol ol these were Jost m the Lricky
shift of the spurion:  hghting ol the
diarne. Unhers - had  dHsappesital  eom-
pleiely Because they were il nl gaoge

TRt gried  Walssn, UEnt we

Tl 43 1B0Le foiwer 7

Tl pilol sapped s lever: wath the
fee] ol his. haod asd shook his hesul
glowmlr. “Sorry, =i Weles Tween ool e
fop ol the militacy corrpeiee. catige all
ghome " Qlccasionally he lookod  Tewk
coeer hig  shaulder ac the  motionless
enemy resporse in the dome

Mer e m the detsctor room nceded
i fney matging detecsor and & comporer
wr ke thie weorst, he infrpsne wrould
sl rmge, beb 0 was el emengh for
Qus The aneffneenl ilelector s Tnnw-
Tlpe ol wie of the ampler facs of o
igaticdr wid e wlole vnhregee story.

W he anp ok puosilions of a0 s
tant objoel peoiadns eodeslanl b the ol
Servedin 4 J.".n:-'.'jz'l;.; veldele, the LT CHI
coflizfmn eoursce. Al an Dot s il
ohserrved angle docs: oov chooge, they
will remzin or that collisinn conize,
right uz o the bums. Ddstinee. or angele
ot atrack dees vor eonletbute or dolracl
The fact remsins.

The ahject may he statizrary, o e
shisereer iy he staticrnany and the ob-
et memiE, or keth may b proeiap.
lmat s lning =y thar :4|1g'|.,'-r\-'_~|:|3:_=|'||1s |:|:|_r!'-
stant, ther wall collide: Cine masy be curs-
i1.',:l gl The other 4 aerelerscion o Jes
relermicm, bt 50 orhe aBzerved  appie
e nalb change, s #0bl aollizion,

Tar faer, Theae aoe undy 0 coaple of ex
coplions Lo Lhis, Cee i when the sl
ieer ebioet g asledn winl vecedng deul
awzy o a collizice, o0 oaelad owaghl
Fave beon oo bedore cither ship s
anto the congsc The other i= wlhidn a
cirele s oo with the eobieosl al dead
conter,Wlake it a spival sod weon Toee
vanr courss of danger

Faar o im space, or on the sca, o0 b
the :|'i'.'J T osernss e lead osnd the saise
aehils e,

Yo the [act Usil the enisrny weirerast
Aung ar zowe Lovly o Lo degiees anel
did pot clwapge itn podgdied ooeaal dhae
the detootor ship and the cifery war
CTIT WOre podie e onierd?! A un-
doulbdedly at Qe pradil where e life
ship wouid e us the ool e de
cocmy wias obeicisly hending Goe thial
Lpot. When thiey Diio thie oy watersfl



SFACEMEN LOST il

wotld ootte Witougls e dateclor deodss
cageily where il toaponse e Dagis-
fored.

Flan't we sizcich something P de-
manded Wk,
Manning thought abaut it. *' We'l bust

somcthing il wo—"

Tl buigl sousetiing 7 Bearked Wil-
S0,

Meoning and Wainright mole off Te-
lovw, sebilz Ted watehed the spor over
his head, Lo roed oo gucss whether he
wid closer to the lifeship than the ene-
my, orowhether it wree the other way
around. Moo that it made aay dilferenee
to the chase, but it did necan dhat he ar
the cnomy wae the [aster of the teea,

Wilson puc hiz ehips o the emeog.
But until bebad Lee sides of range 9
bis ncluded angle of forty-odd depoes,
no sne conld tell

Then the epot moved down 3 here
e, fulbereed, and contimges oo How
slowly back foward the rim of che dome,

Wilson gave a bowl of wietory just
as the dnfvawave  detector conksed out
apain. The eresr sourricd madiy 1o rz-
pair the faule. e owas sl lookiog
rlumly at the BMank dowe when the in-
[“'3.':'-'3.'!'.. phowe rang beside bio,

“Wiilson 1" he barvked in it angrily.

“Wilson, I'm plescing 1.r-|'rh oL
LSE S00ME  COHELIND. SCREE,

" Admural Stone, e lecssed them
We'te on sur way tooaer fhemoand
othing anybody zavs wili—"

il dlunhr'.n'ng oroerz f S mm-
tiny 2"

Tl et i_-'l,:lj_, Admural Svane | Vil
woldnt wunt me 4o ahamden this
aeimeh mow ot wee've  locied them 7

WO sun, wonre ol thers with 4 coew
or onr tepefiphl  infvwesaes  snginsers,
!_:-hw,'ici::t-c.. ] Hheciats, .3.1|1|:g with
gl mzhit bathan doflios” wortl ol ox-
perimental pear. Yoi're Qeiog that ve-
b|_||,|r|.-=:||_||||1.':,l ey Wi Lol ol @ S,

UMeldiral, 'm ckiog 3 calealated
T

UTE et ooamages boopet hack,”
e adieiral aoprily, youlll
helll I ke berter bor won 47w doni™,
Lhat™s all™

smappe:

Tl detiectod i chiws oo g, sad
ot (e gume thoe ceoe e Ersc [aint
faikng whiaiper of a rosponsc Goom the
reliable mzpnenc mazs detecoors. W
son- cved the amall eelestial plobe. sas
thar fs anple-attack was that of  the
ileabdp, and shouied into the plione:

Adiial. weetve gl Terg G e -
melwsd T ke seem’ voa baer™

He Buog wup e welephone oo the ad-
mival’s shoanr of dizmsy. - . .

TIGG0N SARRTD srarled sowethineg

1o Bepin Maylo and the secopd
officer woent below oo sagr] setpething
at the eagieering erew, They went m
work alwetiiog mat S scfebes pod -
g orul pouhs of atbeosation,

Viggon Savel eeard the detestor witli
& pelb [oce ol said, " Tdmies, v’ oo bzl
keepisip pacc.  Losing, i wnpthige ™

Linws Brein said, "% ou™ve gal o Tall
dozen one-man Gghicrs ahinard "

"Theyre um [aster Lhan Wait o
srdmate! W ean blow en aal the -
wald citrade end k] e Seapall
apetl Lo e snp's o operd

The fagship hecaoe o fiece of o
tioer, - Mean bauled the Spfiess ot anid
o Do et Lhey wene Bimbal s ot the
buacw:lung tabe, Thoy bept cher swdoled
'.'\-E|-:'|-.'.i1._-.-' i glowely, g.'::.-|| Ly |'.1'-:-.|_-'|:.|-'i._'1,5:_;
wirrl, the fighterz drewr awayr from the
morher spare cradt. 1T yend by crewd-
ing ward would b coougk by othe time
e whole distamee was coweved, |

Wilson  wand o Mancy Allison,
“You've gor o tender vesdy

Lty '|“

AN mshr, then, Let's F:Iafl thiz -
adivim |.1r|-11'||'-.' Ax | zee 1, we'Te ping
R T ﬂ,dra,nmgn anrd
e TR gt i rmaes |_:j|-|!_'||_'| wes of i,

Bl -.-._l.'-.‘:|'| 2 [t l]:iiIJa m Hw mu’g
tetic-rness  deleclor, amd  mals seme
caltbrating  adjustinenis.

"From whal T ean 2ll" he soid,
*rthe lifeship iz in Troee flighl adonp 2
course or absis o e Lo fifesn e
groce anmie Trom ool owo Tres fHght
comrse, We've becn bnoasslighl-sechior
thrust, yon koo™

Wilson msdded, That=all to-our ad-
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rantag Fow naless Tve rasealonlae
ed. 1 thick T e Le Lallsil omif iof here
mopour tender, TN wsdbes combin'l, then
continge on Uotil you cateh up with me
igher™

“Snomds regsorablc.”

Afhigun grve some orders o oone of
bas: techs,  The tech ]'\-unn:]'l_-t:d lis hn:_-.:a
i o halbormmmts angd waired another
teds csetnle for a sminoof peper
copme tmk ol the l11:|-:'|1'|'-|i:- i j-('r]-n: e
fuciees He lors the e ot e
it hsd sioppeds atul hisdedd 0 1 Wlaom

"Hepe™ Lo esploomex], “are o greap
ol possibic tinme-veraua-veloeity prinries
FeBow "o oexacily and  we'll msle
space contact on e otler side

Whlken looked zr Allizon: "Wish o
bzl ™ The zaiek

Alsen nodded, | T You've got iz he
st oqmietly, . “ Yo lnow we're farovon,
o we't ot be fere!

—“Tf ¥ don't come back—"

Sy face dyew tue ULt it ]"_-.'_\-p
cb . chere,'" he i solennly, "Loby
Mancting 14 nexioan curnmmd,aerd el
b fereies] ot fullosar nrders from Base
S ok’ d Tend, ™

T s, previasa ] Wl

He Gl e the bender, winte] anos
evervilane s rormng kot and reade,
el hbosied Tarnselr ant o the et ot
ferwear, Eeosel bes magnehic dletbecor
aril palch-cordid 1l b che grive si0 Qi
e L A ol cluse lows
aid ke drive vweould seaze at the peoper
ingtand fon deeclevatica inocloss pros-
ity al e Lifeship,

Alkovgh the long-rangs search radar
was completely useless af velocitics cvon
approachine the spoed of Light. Wilson
biraed ooon and cheched it out in resd-
iness. Lo patch-ordered o zlse o the
Tasic spaor drive, m otRke over after
the veliriiy of b= shiare fell Tsles the
st mi wheeh rules becine vaefal,

Tlesn he waited, with oae eve oo the
Azier, The delecta ship faded Tehind
farn aned, wis lost we daa lghler sysuce-
cratt respemiled o the drive.

‘He  wisbed belplezsly dor an avto-
demer -drive, becsuse Ao knew that iz
fE0d and cye yers nor acourats enough

“1

to o the Joboas seoenithily s be'd have
likeed, Tle weanted a bigger ship w5th g
ncmster-siged drive. Cuse ol Wease space-
ol Ingpers that can hump  sgxicers
[eor berik by berth owould lziee lseen
fing, vven Thimgh ther carried insufficient
slorige power for aoviking aoure Do
elose tn Ruse operations, He wondered
whellier sach 5 ghip would be tao mas-
give For fust maneaverability, aisd de-
cidatl boasle about than some day,

HE hindradihsecond sweep hand
ol hiz owalch wice afoavd and up,

aind e bepan resdelerge s mosion apirck
g rethac beat of los badel cai the e
vrrzal lescr a8 lhe dgaoel crossed  Lhe
emth-second  marks. By e i he
hgnd was swingicg olose o the zero
serond, his beat cas oclosc Lo perlect

The hand croszed Qe 1op diml Wilson
heat down on the Jever Taed !

The shiz swiong around o space aiod
the driwe Haved - out on the Jarcsonrec
wa the temder bepan fo beat e terrific
veliity lovn, ‘f"i"'-::m felr that poouliar
padciling of the slan that comes with a
:i-'.:i.'-1.|_l.' -.‘:|-:‘:.-:i.'|g witr b generaior, bt ohe

Znew Ral b owns deliberate, and nod
i Gilare.
He teied b mree bt odown fasper:

ied L omaks the alsiver karder Ths
land rapped B pewet lever sgin Sned
GEALT, Cattuniuy (L apsiiss iy lsred st
g5 if ke could dorce the sctiing highor
thar mzxinunL

There would be particnlar hell to pay
whieer L owar haele hemie, bt he wronsid
Live e jrursimil untiafnction af ha*.'ir-g
aocomplistied his masseon, e pmr che
fichare al of hes memd Becsorsse e baed
un e ol owhal il o .-'|'||-'|;'r.'|| |l |
swenall T mdveal - o man owhs was
guivocsalul Tosaese ol disobeying onlens,

Lle watchod the mmetcr crawl Zown
m the red mark and belsw Theo the
wirp-generztor  collapecd with 3 jar
it ams a Ttrle foo soon. The speed of
the tender was @nll high—oaot above
light, of course, but high enough so thit
its Liinstein Mass creared gnite a wam
1T S,

He fell the besil Jep bigh ol knew
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Bhat the bewnder had slowed with the
gitig =t of deceleration ms om o buliet
hiftng & patch of thin woel, Tie rlul
mot - lurch m the ship for be, himsell,
had the zame Finstein Mass offecl, He
fclt 3 hor-swear fever 611 fom s the
CxCCEs Mass revorreeThed Mmoo enerE.

Ll shoade ar off, Inrt Imew choit e=vem
fually he would pay frir thare  smeh e
fever, with drs hindngical effects. Then
the lometange sarch wular produccd
B d‘i.‘-T.e:-'l:!‘ TR RTINS ard Ted VWilzon put
evervibing ant of bis sodod execpr the

slaleasr el roalebiog velociiics with the
i:h H_:."irlg |'il-:-.::||E|.'|.

He saliel on e clscvange radia,
francally plewling for thowe dic e Hle-
ship fooalere amnl Lie reuly. He got o
answer, which magle Tio boreak ot o a
crplel 3wl

The swder picked wp the Hight of
Viggia  Savel’s ore-man Oohters, and
Wilsoa: looked oot of the dome o ses if
they were withio sight,

They wore, of eourse, tooe disment tn
e visihle, but in the radar sher were
closing fase, eonversing npan fhe fife
ship fom s Taidy tight solid angle
He clzacked his fGsts and made s fast
caleulation. %6 far, 2e was ahead

e ol the courss plote pave him a2
[ull torcuiry seconds at the fSteshipe An-
Aonzly Wilzon tried Boomge hisoship
o, Vel t]:-._-:ugh e fenear vermr well Thiat
the cquetioms of Hme sl valomly owuld
distapce providen] omty g sale ol
that conld i comsderea] at al! el

When he vioagghl oviswed edphl ol
Iffesbnyy, he esBicruled 96 o be dwo oo
thiom  thres or (0wt miles afead,  Elis
maclad wiplined  that. It wes neove-
lalliug oo wait g9 he closed down the
gepapation, koowding  that the enemy
Dghiler cralt were sisa closing  drwn

The infrawave chatieref, *“Wilsas?
How ars we doing "

Wilsnm dalil him wlinl was E-:l.'l]ﬂ{:' 0L,
aid Aflsm argel Wilsedt Lo braes
himselt,  Alksm lalkesd susadily in.oa
calm e, |-:r|||l.-.-:isz-; just heng hard it
wram for Wilsoei b =t there, & El!.‘"lpll'.‘!l?
wiien s g pe-sct, mechanieal program
thot prumised a pro-caleulated  rictory

I:Ir. L':rnr'. iI.TJII SHHLECE iI.T.|I| 'I|'|."!||.I'.1.'.'_|||.

Wilsnn's ladman ind would nat real-
I be lousting ealewlacions and szlit-tiss
electronic measucements, It woald de-
mand that ke leawe hi: ship aod o,
that he take che lovers and drive, that
he do something—anythiop—exocpe Bt
there calinly and don e throughl

Wilson saw tlhie deive Oarcs of the
ey, hrighe end danserons, chsing
in from a, distanee of o grid TAAY i les,
Te was mers miles, onrt here M r1|-_e"|'|
s whers o mile s 5 mesningless,
ssigafernnt manlily, He conbil sl
feel the imrmensite of Lo artiinigd Hirm
in curnparison o the pwial chosemess of
chtigpr.

TSSO had expocte] that an Yewal
thoae aboard the [lcalup would be
peecitty out of the ohectvatica porr Be
put hisclf in their plase and knew he
woild have boen scanning the dead and
merciless sk for the first sighe of 2
Hare ot s his tonder crepd up along-
gide the Jifezhiz with maddoaing slow-
nesE, thers wae 'no sign of lile aboard,
It took whole seconds to match fhe
bomzi fewr yands o0 second por second
of deciaratiom zgainst the frec-fieght we-
|-::-.'.i'._'.r T the |;"r.-;|'.'i]:-. Thes it took gwmore
deyrpityy seoonds o amyre the tender i
ain aduogsicls marse s broaght Hife-
ghip soul teriler el b g,

They wmabfeal, aned Wilson kit e
Wever ilal peewered e smmmlar moemet
il samreen] Ml fweo e Inckos toe
pillier bard] snuagh b eompimess the hel
Lewwss Dnatan sudi k=gl

e weas at che specc-lock bclore the
tern ships had moally sctcled topetfhicr.
e was !.]'\-i'!'-ﬂiTII; che hand wheel, then
rhatcking ot the fast.escape lewer of the
lifeship.

“Hilee ™ he heliowed, 5z the lifeshe
bk i, Hike| We've got twen-
by sewanls before

1lis wpice stoppoedl desid, his lwier
falicred 2 beat. aod Bds oo redsefled
ar-the shock of what e saw,

Cherle: Apdrenrs waz lving. om ono
Inmrils; his ideedfing bands steining the
hlanlet, His hreith wms shallew  soc,
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regular, but he sms wheezing with cvery
breath, It was the sound made by
someeonie who has lain far too kong in A
BT LM, nnhl merrons EWETET rnd
arbrmaitic reactioms  hpwe  hecome oo
dulied that phlepm in the throst does
il FZIT\':ILIJTHE a l.'.l::l1.I:|:_|||'I.

TJoek Moeton iy o e hack with fda
cyes fiob qedte elosed, bl all that was
vigihle was the whiles below the irds
Becauge lis eves wete turned up. His
ripht hand dangled to the fooe hegide
e huak, bis lelb atm Ry liaiply arcond
e shoubders . of the girl

Aldiee’s fpee was buried on Norton's
ahodlder, her [eft aven Oopped  booss
acrosd Worton's chest  Her right sms
frapped beocath her.

A Wilson Eaoked, Morton's shallow
brcach sbopped amd e bogan what would
have been a wallop of a couph, but his
hireach did not waver. His clopeed wind-
pipe kept making Hetle sspey poises as
chie wind-gtecan: changed in and out
aixd i and oot

e e’ Aooe o fow inches away fvom
Tock MWorton's lasidd was 3 bottle of
il les.

™ Hadaoite |
belplezsly.

Hinliornite, the gyilhelic deug, at ones
a carse amd o blossing, A blessing o
a sisflerer, bt a curse o one who Gnds
thie fafse woeld of aclf-satizlactiodn more
picazant than the oork and worry and
alternate perinds of happiness and prief
ol eeality.

ITnder hadamite, the slighoest ambi-
Gon becsnes pleazantdy real, desire be-
enes  accomplishimcns, doubts  disap-
pear, apnl fears are’ owercoine.  And
usnler Tsacasniie Tife hooomes 8o desir-
able that the mind refusecs to retom
to peality. With an overdose, the mind
accomplishes its aims, finds full satis-
faction, then fies down to that fal
sleep with the compiets Imowledge that
everything  has lween dime, amel  thal
there are no mores worlds o comnper,

Wilson rushed too the mldiet and
sergbbled amony he hnitles amd bosies
thers oAl he tmnrl ihe antidote. He
fifled the droppeer on Bds way across the

breathed Ted Wilson

cabin atwl pashed the =nd inte Morton's
metly witl e bianed wehife e fepered
Aldice over on hee ek with the other,
Fle discharred the condenia of Uee o
mer into [ock Morton®s ool sedilled
it and squicted another Lead  betwesdi
Alice's slack Tips.

Frstally he pushed dowt and up,
dowm and vp on their chests until be
hesirel the sogginess Sluwp down their
thronms

Then he stlugped Charles Aondrews in
the same way,

“Twenty damned seconds 1™ he snarl-
pil; o Idtter peplizzrion that 15 wonld
Gikr hitn kanger than thet to carcy ome
of them fnde his ender, et alone sl
thias.

HE WAS satuling there in the middie
of the ealni, his mooth set harcd
angd THa midecl whiang with the F':I.‘ti].il.'_!.'
af it whet ‘.-"Eggr_m Carri’s one-man
fighter geaup closed dosm and  clamped
oaeto the hall. Wlsm mas curﬁiﬂg i
vently when fis (2L those forces close
dowL

The waldn Gour sgrgred
BJL"EW"LI:'I] veclkor  of  anoe

# Sarri’s task force was npphl:d

ed Wilson picleed np the fallen bot-
t of hadamite capsules and contci-
plagsd them soorly. [le might have
dotie hettsr by not bothering with the
asibi-clite,

He leul fadled completely,

He had comne aboard, only to find his
girl in thearms of the pibst, all of them
1’]|'1|'|E-:‘[ asid hl.-:l.-:Hng' for @ pa'inlcl;s death
He lexl preventes] them from dying, bur
had ket thern afve omly o meet some
vritktiswn Fotore ot the Fl;m-.',!; of ;|.;|'| oI -
bturvts etiesen.

Wilson burle! U lolife of badamite
capaules against the wall where the first
seariog circle of a cuver veas bepinning
oo come Harough,

He was shaking his f:1 defantly at
the wall when Viggen Sarel anil his fwo
licutenants came thruagh o mest their
first Earthoisan [ace o fae, o, L

In the commandes’s quartees aboaord
the. flapship ol the alien sk fote 1o

ﬁrnﬂv 3 a
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which Ted Wilson and fthe three 1m

eonscious occupants of the Tifeship had

been removed, Vigpon Sarm faced chie
Farthman, He spole i ¥l diveet-
by, bnat hiz vnice weiz pécked up By a
microphme. Each word he spoke went
it e mosder legic ooangoaba st Linus
Braan's ship, and relomed weoa loud-
spesker that redoeed Wiseon Saridfs in-
fections amd bimes (o o sy oeclss-
i reprhiszm i the Toiran tongue,

Y Plgige celas, he gaid. "and vmder-
stagad Usal we wanf only information,”

Wilson wag alone now., The others
had been placed wnder a dector’s care,

"After which we et whar?” Wilsom
demaaded beligerently,

Wigped: Barrls voics wag harsh, b
it came throurh the loud-speaker in oa
flar monotone, Whsterer conTse pour
tace prefors o take|"

“"Howr's that ™ asked Wilaon

“Womr fuhire is dp bo yow ™’

“Seens oo e po've been ealling 2l
thee tricks. ™

Viggon Saveli npodded.  "We hold
pvery eaings but oove,” 1w osad, We
roald eouqiss von by doree, or we could
anncx o as & gubjeet race. We conld
infiltratc  vou by wvarious - econgamic
wtang.  Cr owe eould pessibiy ceduoe
you by attrition to s chantic comdition.
But we p:u:.ha,'l:.'l]; conld  mever maester
cnough nomcrical stremgsh to saldie
vou completelr and make i Inst "

:.Huh i;.ll 4

Winrom Farn madcled, “Tesn Maoelo,
here, propossal that we attacl and con
mquer by foree, oot being experienced
eraaph 00 oresfize ol sich a0 ooideac
Breals everletng reseolient aod eles-
siml revolls Yo' Geht 1o e laar and
tatse o vou who wore fot exterminatod
wilild hide @nd plor govolt until ooe
day  pow’d rige to displace our role
Fagen Twill, owver theie, suggested a
beini el benceolenl protectarate which
wollld  onily  breed  codstesnpt. Weodi'd
qudetly Iearn evervthiog vou cotld learn
Trga vg, thew eoldly turn oo va and
carry hatde to e

" Probably.™

Yippon Sarn modded, YO the other

hand, propress scros de Dalaxy wodld
be halted beeause we'd both be 2o busy
fichting onc another that there wonld
b Ortle cffort left over for the vast and
endless progrem of expanding  acee
the counfless efmrs.”

“Wellt” Wilson shrumred, ™1t seems
tr-me you'rs sl callimg the cards,"

"We've czlled ouir last card, Com
modaore Wilson, From hers oo, as |
said, what happens.in the futere §s ap
b oyou; amd wowrs, Resmt owssoand
pregress Wil s Toin das ok espaals,
aned wre cam ownok dogrether as owé gpeead
from sta- o suir—adal T dapesay thers
are I‘FII;,HJ__EI‘I stellir systermns bto keep s
from stepping o odbe aaslher's ioes.”
1'-5|5|_-;r|n Sarn smiled At his Lwe liendte-
mnts, “We ko mach b leaen [Fom
qate adolher, Wilsen, We g teach you
prlietee wal logie, and [fom yodn vwee
can leasn tenaeity and detesoination,™

MEMRER of ¥Viggon Sarst's crew

came mte the oAl sreifes
quistly iofo bis commander's ear in hos
native Dradian, Ile spoke in too low
# voice for ir to be picked ap T the
microphone,

Viggon said, "Vou'll be glad o ko
that vant fmiemls are all thres conscinos,
Cammodeee Wilson, ™

“Alice iz all right¥' Wilson  cried.

“This zan will take vou to see ber,”
Vippon S osiled.

Wilson besded for the door behind
the orderly as fzar ag he covld, By che
tinic the orderly had reached the portal,
Wilson was almost on the Hradisn's
heeds,

Wieoan  Sarrt tumed o has e
heutenants axl o=mid, “We min lewn
irich fromi eese Fadtlmoeon: Eagecoess,
[ istanee.  Eageftess—at] erotingal
lovee” He leake at his hands, Pexing
thesn outward, thes doward. He was
thouplifnl for soee toone belore Teosaid,
"Lay a eourse to Sol, Mayle Well
take thems 2l home,  And vou, Twill,
zoe 31 wou can connoect with -Lrade oo a
perzon-to-person private channel,  ['d
like to talk tovValdya, Mavbs she's as
lonesome 2z | om oow,® & & §



